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Gone, but not forgotten… what our delegates said about 
Language World 2016

“As always, it has been 
an inspiring, invigorating, 
and fun couple of days. 
I have learnt so much, 
come away with lots of 
ideas to implement and 
talked to so many lovely 
people! It is definitely 
the best CPD around and 
great value for money”

“All the sessions I 
attended were excellent 
and I am taking away lots 
of wonderful ideas and 
techniques and am now 
feeling a little less anxious 
about the oncoming 
curriculum changes. 
Thank you to everyone for 
sharing materials!”

“As always packed full 
with super speakers and 
ideas. It would be unfair 
to try to pick out favourite 
sessions, thoroughly 
enjoyed all of them. 
Always lovely to meet 
new people and exchange 
ideas. Delighted to see 
so many new young 
faces. Everyone smiles at 
each other at Language 
World!”

“Fantastic speakers, ideas 
and inspiration. Friendly 
atmosphere. Thank you 
so much for a fabulous 
and enriching day. A 
fantastic day. Thank you.”

For more information 
about Language World 
2017, see page 6



You heard 
it first at 
Language 
World 
2016!
Here’s an update on what’s 
been happening since.

The Language Magician: the story unfolds…
Presented by Louise Courtney at Language World 2016, Friday 11 March 2016

Language Futures Update:
Presented by Ann Swarbrick & Cary Mayzes at Language World 2016, Friday 11 March 2016

Broadening language provision and creating 
independent & engaged language learners: 
Language Futures is an exciting initiative for 
creative language departments interested in 
developing languages beyond the classroom. 
It is not designed to ‘teach’ a language, 
but to equip students with the skills to 
develop as independent learners supported 
by school, home and a language proficient 
mentor from the community.  

Motivation and engagement are key to the 
approach with learners not only choosing 
the language they wish to learn, but also 
exercising choice in elements of what and 
how to learn. The class teacher acts as a 
facilitator of language learning rather than 
a teacher of a specific language by creating 
the conditions for students to manage their 
own learning processes and supporting them 
to learn collaboratively with their peers.  A 
core feature of the approach is the support 
offered to students by mentors who are 
recruited to provide good models of the 
language and to advise students on language 
queries and learning tasks.  Mentors come 
from a wide variety of backgrounds and 
both teachers and pupils speak about the 
difference they make and the impact they 
have on learning. 

Language Futures was originally developed 
by Linton Village College in Cambridgeshire 

as part of a Paul Hamlyn Foundation 
initiative.  In summer 2015, management 
of the initiative was transferred to ALL, 
with legacy grant funding from the Paul 
Hamlyn Foundation for the next two 
academic years. Over the past academic 
year, we have supported schools to adopt 
the approach within the curriculum and as 
an after school or enrichment experience. 
We have developed a range of guidance and 
resources to support the approach including 
project-based learning, language learning 
strategies and building schools’ capacity 
resources and began a research exercise 
exploring and evaluating the impact of the 
approach on learners, teachers, and the 
wider school community, particularly parents 
and mentors. From September 2016, we will 
be piloting the approach in primary schools. 
Language Futures will also be a focus at 
Language World 2017 which will feature a 
major talk on Language Futures, a primary 
and a secondary-focused workshop as well 
as a poster session offering opportunities 
for academics and teachers to showcase 
research on the initiative and field questions 
from delegates. For more information, 
please visit our website. 

Clodagh Cooney, Project Manager, Language 
Futures

The project team were so pleased to have 
so many people attend our session at 
Language World! The feedback we received 
was overwhelmingly positive and we were 
very happy to hear that the game format, 
and the magician and fairy tale concept, 
were considered both motivating and 
engaging for young learners. One attendee 

even expressed frustration that we will 
only have one level available initially and 
asked us to hurry up! Needless to say the 
whole project team has been very busy 
designing tasks and agreeing content 
for four versions of the tool that will be 
available at the first stage. These four initial 
versions are for learners of German and 
Spanish in the UK, and English versions 
for young learners in Spain and Germany. 
French and Italian versions will follow 
next year. Our project partner Ovos have 
worked their magic (excuse the pun!) and 
we are now in a position to begin internal 
testing in September and testing in schools 
in October and November this year - so 
now we can give a sneak preview of how 
the tool will look! The Language Magician 
is an online assessment tool for Primary 

school teachers and pupils. The player is a 
character who lives on a farm with lots of 
animals. An evil magician living nearby in 
a castle decides he needs some company 
and kidnaps the animals and turns them 
into door knockers! The evil magician cast 
difficult spells in a foreign language to 
keep the animals. The player has to solve 
language tasks to get the animals back and 
obtain the magician’s hat so he can use the 
power for good. For further information on 
the tool and the teacher dashboard go to 
the Language Magician website. 

Louise Courtney, Lecturer in Widening 
Participation and Education, University of 
Reading

For more information about Language World 2017, see page 62
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Doing things 
differently – the KS2/3 
Transition Toolkit
Presented by Vincent Everett & Jane Driver at 
Language World 2016, Saturday 12 March 2016

The ALL Connect Transition Toolkit is a 
practical, useful guide containing a set of 
‘tools’ (ideas, strategies and resources), 
designed to inform the process of transition 
in languages teaching and learning between 
KS2 and KS3. It has been developed and 
published as part of the Association for 
Language Learning ALL Connect programme, 
funded by the Department for Education. 

Our Year 7’s French Art Exhibition is held 
in Dereham Windmill, a public exhibition 
space for people to pay to see the pupils’ 
work. It is a project we do to make Year 7 
different from what pupils may have done in 
their different primary schools in languages. 
Every pupil creates an artwork and writes 
about it in French; describing it, writing 
about the technique and saying how it makes 
them feel. They also write a biography of 
themselves as an artist. This is one of the 
possible ways of thinking about transition 
mentioned in the Toolkit - where it talks 
about having a different start to Year 7 to 
avoid repetition, but while still hitting all the 
important objectives. On the ALL Connect 
Wikis you can find useful material for talking 
and writing about pictures.

Since Language World 2016, I have been 
building links with the teachers who came to 
the ALL Connect essions. This includes taking 
our Year 9 International Leaders to judge 
a competition at Thomas Bullock School 
in Shipham. I also have some designated 
time next year to develop language links 
with other schools, which we are already 
discussing with teachers who attended ALL 
Connect sessions.

Vincent Everett, ALL Connect Lead Teacher

For more information about Language World 2017, see page 63

The KS2 Language Co-ordinator’s 
Handbook
Presented by Katherine Monument & Kirsty Williams at Language World 2016, 
Friday 11 March 2016

Following on from the very successful 
launch at Language World back 
in March, we have now had the 
opportunity to carry out training in 
the Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire 
areas to disseminate information 
covered in the KS2 Language Co-
ordinator’s Handbook. The Handbook 
and training have been very well 
received.

In Cambridgeshire:
We have had a great deal of 
feedback from primary schools on 
how supportive and informative the 
sessions were, and how useful the 
handbook is going forwards. Language 
teachers found the comprehensive 
nature of the resources invaluable, 
whatever stage they were at in their 
own school. In addition, it has been 
great to spread the word locally to 
primary colleagues who are not part 
of our Hub and explain the nature of 
our free resource! During the Whole 
Education Summer Conference in 
June, I led a table group during the 
‘Interest Group Village’ session on 
Innovations in Language Learning. I 
focussed on the work we had been 
doing with ALL Connect over the past 
two years, with particular reference 
to the KS2 Language Co-ordinator’s 
Handbook. Colleagues from around 
the country were very interested in 
the handbook, commenting on how 
helpful it was and how useful to have 
it freely available.  In fact, we then 
won an award from Whole Education 
for Innovations in Language Learning! 

In Bedfordshire:
Sessions have been well attended 
by colleagues from local primary 
schools who have really appreciated 
the guidance that the KS2 Language 
Co-ordinator’s Handbook has 
provided. It has proved to be a vital 
reference for those new to the role in 
schools or those working in schools 
where language provision needs to 
be developed. Links to schemes of 
work, the grammar reference section 
and links to the banks of resources 
on the ALL Connect Wikis have also 
been cited as being particularly 
useful. Ideas for promoting languages 
throughout the school have also led to 
vibrant discussions inspiring primary 
colleagues to implement whole school 
initiatives such as language days and 
international food tasting experiences. 

We feel that the handbook has 
achieved its aim of combining many 
primary language resources, ideas, 
plans and guidance in one document 
and we hope it will continue to be 
disseminated throughout the language 
teaching community. 

Katherine Monument & Kirsty 
Williams, ALL Connect Lead Teachers

ALL Connect 
Update

http://tiny.cc/TransitionToolkit
http://tiny.cc/ALLWikis
http://tiny.cc/ALLWikis
https://allconnectblog.wordpress.com/category/ks2-coordinators-handbook/
https://allconnectblog.wordpress.com/category/ks2-coordinators-handbook/
https://allconnectblog.wordpress.com/category/all-wikis/
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Primary French 
Project update

Language Trends Survey update

Presented by Catherine Cheater at 
Language World 2016, Friday 11 March 
2016

Presented by Kathryn Board & Teresa Tinsley at Language World 2016, Friday 11 March 
2016

The Primary French Project provides 
free materials for teaching French in Key 
Stage 2. It is a partnership (of the Institut 
Français du Royaume-Uni, the Association 
for Language Learning and Network for 
Languages) that aims to support primary 
schools wishing to teach French as part 
of the statutory curriculum. Suitable for 
all practitioners, including those who 
have no prior knowledge of the language, 
and also specialist linguists who are new 
to teaching children in Key Stage 2, the 
materials aim to train the teacher by 
providing the subject knowledge that is 
needed in order to meet the requirements 
of the Programme of Study for Languages 
in Key Stage 2. Introductory courses are 
also available across the country, run by 
Network for Languages. 

The full set of training materials available 
online are: 
• Primary French Niveau Bleu
• Primary French Niveau Rouge
• Primary French Niveau Blanc
• Primary - Secondary Niveau 

Multicolore

Supplementary materials are also available: 
• Primary French CLIL
• Primary French Using IT

The latest in the Language Trends series 
of reports on the state of language 
learning in primary and secondary 
schools in England was published 
earlier this year: many readers will have 
contributed to the national surveys on 
which it was based. The key findings were 
that:
• There is little evidence of schools 

gearing up for big increases in 
numbers taking languages at 
GCSE as a result of the proposed 
compulsory EBacc. Pupils’ 
reluctance to study a language 
and the unsuitability of GCSE for 
all pupils are seen as the most 
significant barriers to implementing 
the EBacc for greater numbers of 
pupils. 

• The EBacc appears to be having 
very little impact on the numbers 
of pupils taking languages post-16. 
Many schools cite the current 
emphasis on maths and science, 
the widely reported inconsistency 
of A level exam marking and the 
resulting difficulty of getting a top 
grade in a language as the reasons 
for this.

• The exam system is seen as one 
of the principal barriers to the 
successful development of language 
teaching. The comparative difficulty 
of exams in languages in relation to 
other subjects, and widely reported 
harsh and inconsistent marking, are 
deeply demotivating for both pupils 
and teachers. Teachers believe 
that the new A levels are unlikely 
to resolve problems of take-up in 
languages at post-16 and beyond.

The survey of primary schools showed 
that primary schools are taking measures 
to improve the teaching of languages 
to pupils in Key Stage 2, though some 
schools are finding it challenging to 
provide the kind of systematic and 
consistent language teaching envisaged 
in the national curriculum. More 
secondary schools are starting to make 
small modifications to their practice to 
accommodate pupils who have learned 
a language in primary school. However, 
it is clear that secondary schools do not 
see primary school language teaching 
as a platform from which to significantly 
improve standards. 

The Language Trends Survey 2015/16 
was commissioned by the British Council 
and Education Development Trust, and 
the results presented at Language World 
2016. 

Teresa Tinsley, co-author, Language 
Trends Survey
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https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/schools/support-for-languages/thought-leadership/research-report/language-trends-2015-16
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The bilingual child in the primary languages classroom
Presented by Kate Kelly at Language World 2016, Friday 11 March 2016

What do you do with the one child in class 
who speaks French more fluently than you 
do? This was a question which I sought to 
address in the Suffolk iPad Project. I had two 
year 5 children in different schools: for Child A 
French was the default language at home, and 
they also read in French. With only one French 
parent, Child B was not totally immersed in 
French at home and did not read. Focussing on 
the pupils’ literacy, I tried to gauge where their 
current skills would place them in the French 
education system. By making searches such as 
français CE2, I found apps of different levels 
which my two pupils could use independently 
in class to develop their spelling, vocabulary 
and grammar. Following experimentation, 
Child A opted for іTooch Les Bases du Français 
and Child B for Exo Nathan Français CP. 
Equipped with headphones, the bilingual 

children were able to make progress 
independently, while I taught basic French 
to their peers. For me, the benefits were 
immediate. The bilingual child was engaged in 
tasks appropriate to their level and receiving 
instant feedback on their efforts. I could 
concentrate on the rest of the class. For writing 
practice, the children became pen pals with 
each other. Using General Settings, an AZERTY 
keyboard can be added to the iPad. With this, 
French spelling mistakes are underlined in red, 
giving opportunities for auto-correction, but 
also indicating persistent misunderstandings 
(usually to do with phoneme/grapheme 
links) which the teacher can address. By 
highlighting text, pupils can hear it read aloud, 
thus providing further opportunities for self-
correction. The iPad proved an invaluable tool, 
but language learning is a social activity, so 

regular involvement in fun class activities also 
became part of my recipe for success with the 
bilingual child in class.

Kate Kelly, KS2 French teacher, Castle 
Partnership, Haverhill, Suffolk

Sara Montero Vazquez tells us all about the 
aspects that you need to consider when 
implementing a CLIL (science) project in 
primary. Sara won the coveted Primary 
Language Teacher of the Year Award 2016 at 
Language World 2016, and is always keen to 
try different approaches to teaching Spanish – 
for example, through role-play, songs, CLIL and 
using gestures to aid long term memorisation. 
CLIL (Content and Language Integrated 
Learning) refers to teaching subjects such as 
science, history and geography to students 
through a foreign language. CLIL methodology 
is widely spread across continental Europe 
and is used as a powerful tool to facilitate the 
language learning process. “What could be 
more powerful than using a language for a 
purpose?” says Sara. “CLIL projects are hard 
work, especially because there are not many 
resources available on the internet that you 
can download and just adapt to your class 
needs. Resources have to be created from 
scratch, and that is very time-consuming.  
However, at primary level, most pupils love 
languages and science, so to combine them 
both in a CLIL project could be an amazing and 
incredibly motiving experience for your class 
and yourself. It has been a fantastic success for 
my year 2 class!” 

After her workshop on resilience at Language 
World 2016, New ALL President Anna Lise 
Gordon explores the concept of teacher 
resilience further – and most importantly, 
how to develop its four main components: 
purposefulness, confidence, adaptability 
and social support. Over the last five years, 
Anna Lise has conducted research with over 
100 secondary trainee teachers about their 
resilience – and most particularly, what 
challenged and supported their resilience in 
their initial year of training. She identifies a 
number of ways in which teachers’ resilience 
can be supported – by mentors, colleagues 
and by trainees themselves. “The dynamic 
between early career teachers and mentor 
colleagues is absolutely crucial,” says Anna 
Lise. “Let’s make this academic year one where 
we all strive to nurture early career teachers 
and support them as they develop their 
resilience in the profession!

Don’t miss your autumn 2016 issue of 
Languages Today!

Coming soon in the autumn 
issue of Languages Today
In the next issue of Languages Today magazine:

Writing to the world
Meet the schoolboy with 
penpals around the globe

Rio’s legacy
Using the Games to learn 
about Brazil and Portuguese

Boxing clever
How to engage students 
through culture boxes

Celebrating success
Achievements in language 
teaching and learning

Today
Languages

Is
su

e 
24

 | A
ut

um
n 

20
16

Th
e 

m
ag

az
in

e 
fo

r 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f t
he

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

fo
r 

La
ng

ua
ge

 L
ea

rn
in

g
To

 fi
nd

 o
ut

 m
or

e 
ab

ou
t A

LL
, a

nd
 to

 jo
in

 u
s, 

go
 to

 w
w

w
.a

ll-
la

ng
ua

ge
s.

o
rg

.u
k

Wissens
chaft gwyddonia

eth

gwahag
gwahag

epistím
i

vidensk
ab

vidensk
ab

scienz
a

sciencescience

Kēxué

Ciência

eulim

Kagaku

Languages
Kagaku

Languages

ciencia

nauka

zn
an

os
t

PLUS
Pull-out guide
Top 10 tips to teach 
languages through 

science

gwahag
gwahag

vidensk
ab

vidensk
ab

scienz
a

sciencescience

eulim

ciencia

xjen
za

PLUS
Pull-out guide
Top 10 tips to teach 
languages through 

POSITIVE

REACTIONS
Using a CLIL approach to

teach languages and sciences

http://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/content.asp?did=14171&backto=u_search3.asp&curpage=&search=ipad%20project
http://www.all-languages.org.uk/resources/languages-today/


Let’s get thinking 
about Language 
World 2017

Keynote Speaker
Our keynote speaker will be Bill 
Watkin, Chief Executive of the 
Sixth Form Colleges Association. 
Bill has enjoyed a long career in 
secondary schools, during which 
he also developed an outreach 
role as a consultant on curriculum 
design, vertical structures, student 
behaviour, 14-19 provision and data 
analysis. For the last ten years, Bill 
was a Director at SSAT, and in 2016, 
Bill took up the position of Chief 
Executive of the Sixth Form Colleges 
Association.

Highlights
We will also be showcasing some 
highlights from the DfE-funded 
CPD projects for language teachers 
which ran in 2014-16. There will 
be a major talk on our Language 
Futures initiative as well as a primary 
and secondary-focused Language 
Futures workshop, where delegates 
can find out more. We will also be 
highlighting developments made 
with the LANGUAGE MAGICIAN 
project as international partners 
work towards launching an 
interactive game aimed at measuring 
progress in primary language 
learners.

Language Teacher of the 
Year Awards 2017
The Primary and Secondary Language 
Teachers of the Year 2017 will be 
announced at Language World 2017!  
Nominations for the 2017 Awards 
open on 05 Sep 2016. More details 
are available on our website. 

Back by popular demand!
Our successful Show & Tell sessions 
will be back for 2017 in Primary 
French, Primary Spanish, and 
Secondary French, Spanish and 
German.

New for 2017
We will also be accepting poster 
submissions as a new feature of the 
conference programme – on Friday, 
we will have a poster session, as 
an opportunity for academics and 
teachers to showcase their research 
and classroom-based case studies 
and field questions from delegates.

To book your place at Language World 2017, visit www.language-world.co.uk6

24-25 March 2017,
East Midlands Conference Centre, Nottingham

Call for contributions: opens 01 Sep 2016
Super early bird booking: 01 Sep – 16 Sep 2016
Early bird booking:  17 Sep – 20 Dec 2016
Standard rate booking:  21 Dec 2016 – 25 Mar 2017

ALL about our programme
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