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What we are going to look at:

• What our programmes of study say about languages and literacy

• Concrete examples of research and activities which support the 
teaching of languages and literacy:

1. transferable skills (Spanish)

2. T1/T2/T3 vocabulary (French)

3. literacy in Y7, Australia (German)

4. the Iris project (Latin)

5. Reading University research



What our programmes of study say about languages and literacy:

PLEASE USE THE SHEETS TO CROSS REFERENCE THE PROGRAMMES OF STUDY 
IN ENGLISH AND LANGUAGES AT KS2 & KS3

Useful links:
KS2 languages vs KS2 literacy
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum
_-_Languages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum
_-_English_220714.pdf

KS3 languages vs KS3 literacy
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239083/SECONDARY_national_curricul
um_-_Languages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/244215/SECONDARY_national_curricul
um_-_English2.pdf highlight similarities of words used!

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239083/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/244215/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_English2.pdf


Lots more on ALL website!!
In case you had any doubt the languages and literacy support each other:
http://all-languages.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Developing-languages-and-literacy.pdf
“Learning a language enriches the curriculum. It provides excitement, enjoyment and challenge for 
children and teachers, helping to create enthusiastic learners and to develop positive attitudes to 
language learning throughout life. The natural links between languages and other areas of the 
curriculum can enhance the overall teaching and learning experience. The skills, knowledge and 
understanding gained make a major contribution to the development of children’s oracy and literacy and 
to their understanding of their own culture/s and those of others. Language also lies at the heart of ideas 
about individual identity and community, and learning another language can do a great deal to shape 
children’s ideas in this critical area as well as giving them a new perspective on their own language.”

More interesting reading:
http://www.all-languages.org.uk/news/features/building-solid-foundation-linking-literacy-language/

http://all-languages.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Developing-languages-and-literacy.pdf
http://www.all-languages.org.uk/news/features/building-solid-foundation-linking-literacy-language/


Research 1: what literacy skills transfer across English 
and Spanish and which need to be taught explicitly in 

each language?

http://www.cal.org/twi/toolkit/QA/lit_a3.htm

These skills will therefore help improve the learning 
of any language!

http://www.cal.org/twi/toolkit/QA/lit_a3.htm


Universal concepts and skills that transfer across all 
languages:

 Alphabetic and orthographic awareness (but teachers need to teach children the different letter names 

and sounds in the two languages).

 Meaningfulness of print

 Habits and attitudes about reading and writing. Students who are successful readers and writers in their 

first language and who have good study habits in that language are able to transfer these attitudes and 

habits to reading and writing in a second language. Seeing oneself as a literate person and a successful 

student transfers across languages. This does not need explicit teaching in a second language.

 Higher level thinking and metacognitive skills and strategies. These skills transfer across languages: All 

good readers possess the skills of skimming, paraphrasing, summarizing, predicting, using dictionaries

and other resources, and note-taking.

 Content knowledge. Knowledge transfers across languages: Content mastered in one language transfers to 

a second language.



Language-specific issues that have to be explicitly 

taught:

• (in certain languages) Print directionality.
• Grammar and orthographic features. Each language has its own grammatical system and spelling system.
• Words. Vocabulary is language-specific and must be taught in each language, although in the case of 

related languages, such as Spanish and English, transfer can be facilitated through explicit instruction in 
cognates and common roots and affixes across English and Spanish.

• Cultural schema. These are cultural assumptions, values, and themes that are embedded in each language 
and culture. All literature is culturally based; however, the cultural values embedded in a text are language 
specific and do not transfer from one language to another. It is important that teachers explicitly teach the 
cultural schema that students need in order to successfully interact with text that is written in their second 
language.



Research 2: teaching Tier 2 vocabulary
https://classteaching.wordpress.com/2016/12/08/teaching-tier-2-
vocabulary/
T1 vs T2 vs T3 vocabulary

Having this awareness can help support the less able and stretch 
the more able.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FRENCH TASK ON YOUR TABLE

https://classteaching.wordpress.com/2016/12/08/teaching-tier-2-vocabulary/






Research 3:
Teaching literacy in Y7 German Australia: 
“to make clear connections between 
teaching German and the development of 
literacy”.

http://www.agtv.vic.edu.au/files/Literacy-
NSW.pdf

HAVE A LOOK AT AND TRY TO COMPLETE 
THE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TABLES. DO YOU 
/ COULD YOU DO THIS WITH YOUR 
PUPILS?

http://www.agtv.vic.edu.au/files/Literacy-NSW.pdf




Research 4:
Latin: the Iris project

In the news:
http://www.scotsman.com/news/education/deprived-children-in-glasgow-to-
be-taught-latin-1-3783380
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationopinion/10495484/Seconda
ry-education-learning-Latin-for-literacy.html

Official page:
http://irisproject.org.uk/index.php/literacy-through-latin
And more specifically:
http://irisproject.org.uk/index.php/literacy-through-latin/39-latin-at-key-
stage-2

http://www.scotsman.com/news/education/deprived-children-in-glasgow-to-be-taught-latin-1-3783380
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationopinion/10495484/Secondary-education-learning-Latin-for-literacy.html
http://irisproject.org.uk/index.php/literacy-through-latin
http://irisproject.org.uk/index.php/literacy-through-latin/39-latin-at-key-stage-2


COMPLETE 
THIS TASK 
IN YOUR 
GROUPS 
AND 
DISCUSS



Research 5: Reading University research

https://pmlresearch.com/
http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/primary-
modern-languages-impact-teaching-approaches .
https://langlitresearch.org/
=conclusions supporting the less able

https://pmlresearch.com/
http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/primary-modern-languages-impact-teaching-approaches
https://langlitresearch.org/


Conclusions

• English literacy levels became increasingly related to L2 
outcomes and motivation by the end of Y7 with a 
widening gap between the least and most able pupils

•Results highlight the reciprocal nature of the relationship 
between English literacy, self-efficacy and L2 outcomes 
even at the earliest stages of language learning

17



• Emerging evidence that a more literacy-based  approach in 
primary school may help lower ability learners particularly in L2 
production

• The written form could assist these learners by serving as prop to:
• help them retain and recall words
• to notice patterns in language input
• help them be better prepared for the more literacy-focused 

pedagogy in secondary school

18

Conclusions



• Important to note that the findings should NOT be used to 
justify the removal of certain learners from FL study

•Need to devise and adopt teaching practices and 
interventions to ensure learners of all levels are capable of 
some success:
• Systematic teaching for FL literacy skills (not just phonics)
• More equal balance between literacy/oracy activities
• Greater differentiation in language lessons (e.g. more time for 

test taking; allowances for spelling mistakes)
19

Conclusions



Other interesting projects:

a) Sue Cave’s

http://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/sharing-good-practice
Action Research Project Report: Word Class Actions
file:///G:/T%C3%A9l%C3%A9chargements/Action%20Research%20Project%20Report%2
0-%20Word%20Class%20Actions.pdf

b) Help with transition

https://allconnectblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/all-connect-transition-toolkit.pdf
for ideas of projects based on literature and books sections 3 and 9

http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/primary-modern-languages-impact-teaching-
approaches
Show how much transition is important when we talk about literacy

http://www.cavelanguages.co.uk/sharing-good-practice
file:///G:/TÃ©lÃ©chargements/Action Research Project Report - Word Class Actions.pdf
https://allconnectblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/all-connect-transition-toolkit.pdf
http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/primary-modern-languages-impact-teaching-approaches


•French grammar mats courtesy of Lightbulb 
Languages

•Spanish grammar mats courtesy of Lightbulb 
languages

Also 2 Facebook groups: Languages in Primary Schools
(AKA LiPS) and Secondary MFL Matters

Extra useful resources:

http://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/resources/French/french-grammar.pdf
http://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/resources/Spanish/spanish-grammar.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/primarylanguages/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/groups/secondarymflmatters/


FIN
Merci!!
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