School students from across the UK displayed their exceptional Japanese language skills, not to mention their incredible knowledge of subjects from making Japanese swords to the culture of geisha, in the 2011 Nihongo Cup Japanese Speech Contests for Secondary Schools.

Now in its 11th year, the Nihongo Cup was held on June 18th at the Embassy of Japan in London. The 18 finalists, who had been selected from 279 applicants from 19 different schools across the UK, all demonstrated great creativity, thoughtfulness and outstanding ability in Japanese in performing their speeches – not to mention extraordinary courage to present their ideas in a foreign language to an audience of 150 people.

The first prize winner of the Key Stage 4 and 5 Post-GCSE category was Joe Littler from King Edward VII School, whose prizes included a trip to Japan. The first prize winner for the Key Stage 4and 5 Pre-GCSE category was Winnie Fan of Wycliffe College, while Rebecca Young of South Wolds Community School won first prize for the Key Stage 3 category.
After the prize giving ceremony, many of the finalists commented on how glad they were to have had this experience, and that they want to enter again next year!

