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confidence to our examination system at age 16,confidence to our examination system at age 16,
which has been undermined by years ofwhich has been undermined by years of
continued grade inflation.continued grade inflation.

 Raising our expectations of attainment for allRaising our expectations of attainment for all
students will drive up standards as teaching andstudents will drive up standards as teaching and
learning improve to meet that challenge.learning improve to meet that challenge.
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offered at GCSEoffered at GCSE –– 24 different languages, in total24 different languages, in total ––
mean that we need to take particular account of themean that we need to take particular account of the
practical implications of running the competition. Somepractical implications of running the competition. Some
of these GCSEs have much higher takeof these GCSEs have much higher take--up than others;up than others;
the overwhelming majority of examination entries are inthe overwhelming majority of examination entries are in
French, German and Spanish. Only six languages GCSEsFrench, German and Spanish. Only six languages GCSEs
are offered by more than one Awarding Organisation:are offered by more than one Awarding Organisation:
French, German, Italian, Mandarin, Spanish and Urdu.French, German, Italian, Mandarin, Spanish and Urdu.

 The top six languages recently identified as importantThe top six languages recently identified as important
for businesses were French, German, Spanish, Mandarin,for businesses were French, German, Spanish, Mandarin,
Polish andPolish and ArabicArabic. Ancient languages provide an. Ancient languages provide an
important foundation for the study of modern languagesimportant foundation for the study of modern languages
and civilisation. Our forthcoming consultation onand civilisation. Our forthcoming consultation on
accountability will consider how languages should beaccountability will consider how languages should be
reflected in accountability measures.reflected in accountability measures.
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perceptions that some specifications and/orperceptions that some specifications and/or
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 What next for Arabic teachers in UK?What next for Arabic teachers in UK?
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 one of the long term initiatives that hasone of the long term initiatives that has
been proposed is a programmebeen proposed is a programme
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