Making Sense of it All

Activities.
Classroom activities suggested by participants at the ALL East Midlands AE training event March 26th, University of Leicester.

Activities for listening

· From TES resources (www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources/) songs and gap fills to practise grammar points.
· Use songs to practise listening for key words previously learned.
· Play devil’s advocate with learners struggling to understand; asking questions so that they focus on the context and other clues that will point to meaning.
· Allocating a key word to each student who then must stand up when s/he hears his/her word in the listening exercise.
· Sequencing pictures by listening for key words.
· Watch video without the sound and ask learners to predict exchanges.
· Pause video and ask what happens next.

Activities for comprehension

· Broadcasting: project image of recent news; teams decide on the story and prepare news bulletin; all teams ‘broadcast’ to class; decide which team got closest to the real news item; watch news item to check, read article; exercises arising from news item (comprehension, grammar); discuss background to the story (culture); debate – the issue raised in the news item discussed from different angles.

· Sequence the text of songs.

· Use rap for the vocabulary of key social issues.
