
British Council International 

Education opportunities

An overview of the programmes 

we offer that will bring a new 

dimension into your classroom!



This session will cover:

• Global Gateway

• eTwinning

• eLanguages

• International School Award

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/


www.globalgateway.org

Identified in the 

Department for Children, 

Schools and Families 

International Strategy as a 

main driver for the 

international dimension

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/


Using the Global Gateway

• First port of call – overview of programmes 
to suit your needs

• Practitioner support – searchable 
database of „champions‟ in your area

• Advice on projects and activities – over 
100 case studies

• Ideas for professional development & 
training

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/


Key features of the Global Gateway

• Friendly team who will support you till you find the 

partner school you want

• 10,000 schools – from Accra to Zagreb

• Personal advice on communication and collaboration 

and how to start a project

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/


eTwinning

A motivating, flexible, free & 

easy to use tool to bring Europe 

into the classroom!

www.etwinning.net



Aims

• Make it easy to use ICT in the classroom

• Facilitate collaboration between teachers in 

different countries in Europe

• Allow pupils across Europe to work together

online using various tools

• Provide a multilingual platform for online work 

in 23 languages



The Public Portal

General information: what is eTwinning and 

why get involved

View registered schools and projects

Inspiration: ready-made kits, project galleries

Support: guidelines, help, contact

“Register Now!”



The Desktop

Teacher & school profiles – personalized, 

informative and fun!

Search engine & partner-finding forum

Chat with & email contacts

Create projects with contacts – to gain access 

to…



The TwinSpace

• A „virtual classroom‟

• Secure, private project 

workspace

• Project partners & pupils

collaborate online

• Project work can be 

published to the public 

portal



Activities

• Into each Activity you can add

– Document Library

– Image Gallery

– Web Content Display

– Blogs

– Message Boards

– Wikis

• Manage & organise Activities



Staff Room

• Only visible to Desktop project members 

and invited teachers/visitors – pupils 

cannot see this page

• Can be used as a project planning area for 

staff to communicate and share 

documents

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://trinitysu.org/files/staffroom_door.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.trinitysu.org/content/97525/the_union/staff/&usg=__cXcaKvEz06v5aTyg3G_ff19LF0U=&h=412&w=548&sz=60&hl=en&start=42&um=1&tbnid=TH_SQ78x0M7wwM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=133&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dstaff%2Broom%2Bdoor%2Bsign%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26start%3D36%26um%3D1


Pupils‟ Corner

• Invited pupils can view content and collaborate 

on project activities through blogs and wikis

• Pupils members can only view content

• Pupils administrators can upload and amend 

content – this should be a position of 

responsibility as pupil administrators can also 

delete content

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/news/image/larger/ArtMain.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/news/release.asp%3FnewsID%3D752&usg=__bKZmEmFHJRbkHGrurSo4rZicdJA=&h=150&w=200&sz=20&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=b7f7XtXLq2rrSM:&tbnh=78&tbnw=104&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpupils%2Bworking%2Btogether%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


Chat

• Live chat can be accessed 

by all Twinspace members

• This is a great way for 

pupils and/or staff to keep 

in contact in real time

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.romaniancenter.org/Sites%2520-%2520Romana/Home/310px-Chat_bubbles.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://www.romaniancenter.org/Sites%2520-%2520English/HTML%2520Pages%2520English/homeenglish.html&usg=__4gjmn-yC7FvgW4h2fe0FQrU6PhE=&h=300&w=310&sz=27&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=rBm1t_BLIcjJLM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=117&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchat%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1


Beyond the Portal…

• Campaigns and competitions

• National and European Quality 

Labels

• Professional Development

- Online Learning Events

- Flexible country-wide workshops &   

events

- European training & partner-finding 

events



www.eLanguages.org
 Free website - for teachers

 Create your own projects

 Upload text, pics, videos, podcasts

 Share & swap the classroom work 
you are doing with a partner school

 Find new schools to link with

 Community - 5,000 users, 90 
countries
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What can you do using eLanguages?

 Collaborate with one or more schools

 Communicate (via messages & forums)

 Multilingual – available in 18 languages

• 100 MB per project 
page

• Blog your ideas and 
class activities



What are the benefits?
 Students… • Teachers…

Present their work to the world

Learn from authentic resources

Connect with and learn from peers

Collaborate and create school links

Involve their students creatively

Safe place to store work online

 International Dimension

 Language Skills

 ICT Skills

 Cultural Awareness

 Cross curricular

 Professional Development
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International School Award

• Official DCSF 
accreditation for 
successful practice in 
curriculum-based 
international work in 
schools

• Over 1200 UK schools 
accredited since 1999

• Target: all schools 
involved in international 
activity by 2012

1. Foundation:

Introducing

Internationalism

For schools 
beginning 
international work

(no deadline)

2. Intermediate:

Developing 

Internationalism

For schools that 
are beginning to 
work with an 
international 
partner school

(no deadline)

3. Full Award:

Accreditation for 3 
years

For schools that 
have developed an 
integrated 
international ethos

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/


International School Award

www.globalgateway.org/isa

isaschemeenquiries@britishcouncil.org

 020 7389 4419

mailto:isaschemeenquiries@britishcouncil.org
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/


Successful partnership tips

• Collaboration & equality

• Planning & managing

• Engaging activities

• Firm foundations

• Expanding horizons

• Cultural considerations

• Sharing success

• Enjoy it!



Any questions?

Thanks & good luck with your 

projects; we look forward to 

working with you!


