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Teaching reading in 
Key Stage 2: leading 
learners towards 
independence



What is reading?



The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• understand and respond to spoken and written language from a 
variety of authentic sources 

• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the 
accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

• can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, 
using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

• discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the 
language studied. 
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National Curriculum: Aims



Pupils should be taught to: 

• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and 
rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others 
understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and 
phrases

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple 
writing 

• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new 
words that are introduced into familiar written material, including 
through using a dictionary 
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National Curriculum: subject content



Reading 

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist 
of two dimensions: 

• word reading 

• comprehension 
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English Programmes of Study



Turning written words in spoken words; 
reading aloud.

Word reading



KS3

The modern languages grading issue is only 
the tip of the iceberg 

Robert Vanderplank (Director of Oxford 
University Language Centre)

The Guardian, 15/10/2013
“…my recent experience of examining a doctorate on 
decoding skills in French in key stage 3. 
It was an excellent piece of research but what it 
revealed to me was as disturbing as the year 12 piece 
of writing. Between years 7 to 9, pupils' ability to 
"decode" written text (that is, converting the written 
symbols of an alphabetical writing system into the 
sounds they represent) did not improve and pupils in 
year 9 were just as likely to pronounce words wrongly 
as they were in year 7. There appeared to be no 
sustained and systematic teaching of either decoding 
skills or pronunciation with obvious consequences for 
both speaking and listening.”



Catherine Cheater SoW
www.goldendaffodils.co.uk
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http://www.hatierpasapas.com/lecture/



Phonics
Physical French Phonics

Sue Cave

Brilliant Publications

ISBN: 9780857475015



Lynn Erler & Julie Prince

ISBN-10: 1907496890
ISBN-13: 978-1907496899

Phonic Venn 
Diagrams



Lynn Erler & Julie Prince
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Phonic Dance Mat
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French Phonics Friends



Si ton tonton tond ton 
tonton, ton tonton sera 
tondu.

Tongue twisters.

Un chasseur sachant chasser sait
chasser sans son chien de chasse.



Reading aloud

“Sneaky Silent Letters”



Reading aloud
Méthode de Lecture, Hatier

le lit
faux

un chat

les cochons



Reading aloud
Sounds & Words, Erler & Prince

le lit
faux

un chat

des chats
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Reading aloud
Spot the difference

Dans le sac il y a un grand lion bleu.

Dans le sac il y a des grands lions bleus.



Reading aloud
Spot the difference

Dans le sac il y a une grande abeille bleue.

Dans le sac il y a des grandes abeilles bleues.



Reading aloud
Silent letter count up

Estimate

Locate

Really?!?



Reading aloud
A ne va pas. 
E n’est pas mieux. 
I est au lit. 
O bien au chaud. 
U n’en peut plus. 
A E I O U 
Ils sont tous fichus. 
Seul Y 
Mange un gros bifteck.

Louis Delorme 

Abracadabra, voici le A ! 
Et en numéro deux, c’est le E. 
Puis arrive le I, tout riquiqui. 
Qui sort de mon chapeau ? 
C’est le O ! 
Turlututu, qui est apparu 
De mon chapeau pointu ? 
C’est le U ! 
Mon oiseau tient dans son petit 
bec 
La dernière voyelle, le Y ! 
A, E, I, O, U avec Y, 
Allez toutes à la bibliothèque !
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