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President’s Plenary 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First of all a very warm welcome to you all on this second day here at the 25th Language World Conference.
Some house-keeping, there are still no fire drills planned, so if you hear a rather loud and long peep sound, 
please do evacuate the conference rooms and congregate on the car park outside this building.  Thank you! 

When talking about the theme of the conference, ALLConnected, yesterday, one of the aspects was that we
are an association of language professionals for language professionals and therefore many of us are volunteers 
and contribute to the successes at local, regional and national level. 

In order to reflect on this year’s conference experience, I would like to invite you all to add a post-it 
about your highlights of this conference to our massive post-its in the exhibition hall. 



 
 

    



Rachel & Robin’s 
story 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Later on today, we will be celebrating some of our colleagues’ achievements. 
However, when reflecting on my own teaching career originally in adult education,
then secondary education and now in higher education, when does a language
teacher heart really start jumping full of joy? Yes, when a group of students suddenly
have this ‘aha’ moment, now I know what you were on about, miss/sir!
Some of our fellow colleagues will have these positive experiences while we are here, 
as they are on exchanges with their pupils. What a great feeling when watching our
youngsters engaging with their exchange partners in the target language. When a 
primary pupil suddenly talks in French to you trying to re-tell the story you have worked
on with them for some time, or a year four undergraduate student, who returns from 
Their year abroad fully enthused. 

Why am I telling you this, because most of the time we do spend with young people
trying to inspire them. I therefore have decided to dedicate this president’s plenary
to Rachel and Robin. Rachel and Robin got together while being on a German Exchange
in 2009. Rachel carried on German at Bristol, Robin started his undergraduate at Cambridge
and kept his German going. Despite the distance, they kept their relationship going; both 
Of them kept in touch with their German exchange partner. In June 2013, Rachel and Robin
got engaged and they planned their wedding. Robin’s cystic fibrosis condition meant that 
they had to change their plan and got married in the middle of December in a hospice a 
day before Robin died. 

In a message about Robin’s death, Rachel wrote: “Robin and I always remembered our 
Wonderful trip to Germany in 2009 as not only the most fun filled school trip ever but
as the trip that brought us together!” 

Colleagues and friends, yes, exam results, outstanding lessons, discussions about 
Assessment etc are all essential but the real celebration of our language learning and teaching
needs to re-focus on these life-changing moments that we are offering our youngsters! 



Why is languages so important  
for this nation? 

 
“Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an 
opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster 
pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world.”  
Languages - Purpose of Study, from The National Curriculum in England 
Framework Document, September 2013  
 
“…primary school children are now required to study a foreign language to 
help prepare them for life in our globalised economy”  
Nick Gibb, Minister of State for School Reform, speech to EPC, 20 November 
2014  
 
‘Poor language skills are costing the UK £7.3bn a year in trade’  
Education and Employers Taskforce report, December 2011  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many documents show that language learning is such an important feature.
Yes, the impact on businesses and work is extremely important, and when
we look at the 2013 CBI report, we see clearly that languages are still 
very much in demand but employers no longer put them down as 
Essential criteria as they otherwise wouldn’t be able to recruit. 

However, governments and society must not underestimate our contribution
To opening our learners’ minds to other cultures! I am pleased that the DfE
set this out as a clear statement in the Purpose of Studies for Languages. 
However, education has become a shifting landscape and the government 
is increasingly suggesting to leave it to the profession to make it work. 
It is therefore important to strengthen our subject association even further. 
Over the year’s ALL has become a highly reputed partner in many regional
And national development programmes. In partnership with the ALL office,
many volunteers all over the country contribute to this success story! 





Tangible benefits 
 Regular issues of Languages Today magazine 

 
 ALLnet, our weekly e-newsletter 

 
 Online access to our Members’ Area, and electronic issues of our journals 
  
 Discounted or free training courses around the country 

 
 Member benefits and special offers from our Corporate Members; and  
 
 Discounts on delegate fees for our annual conference, Language World.  

 
 
 

Why being part  
of ALL? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a member of ALL, you will have a number of tangible benefits!
And today we have got a number of people wearing these badges
who will be able to tell you more about the various activities that 
ALL offers. 
One of the badges/buttons says “Ask about volunteering” – please do!
There is lots of activity going on but as we will see 
We are not yet able to reach every language professional!



Professional body membership ‘value drivers’ 
  
 Status  
 Shared values  
 Altruism  
 Affiliation  
 Advocacy and representation  
 Social interaction  
 Information provision  
 Products and services  

                         PARN, 2010 
 

 
 

Why being part  
of ALL? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why did you join?
Did you join, because your department head made you?
Did you join because it was part of the conference fee?
If the latter, what will be the benefits for you as an individual or you as a department
to be part of your subject association? 

There are a number of value drivers that you can identify with;
For me personally, it was at the beginning of my career in this 
country particularly the last three but as some of you will have
Heard me say, ALL has become like a UK family and being
part of a national network has helped me getting to know
a lot of ALL people in the North East within weeks of my arrival. 

May I take this opportunity to thank all of you who are volunteers
And support ALL’s work in your region or nationally. 

Sometimes, when looking at the media, we might not feel that
We as a language community have to celebrate much but
Actually, I think we need to help the nation to stop 
Being so negative about our language learners and our language 
Learning skills. Many of us will have worked with children, teenagers,
students and adults that have been full of enthusiasm for languages 
And some fantastic linguists. 
Let’s start celebrating our successes and therefore, 
My vision for an ALL Connected Language Community could 
Be developed as follows: 



National  

• Celebrating language success 
• Cross-Party Language long-term strategy agreement  
• (Initial) teacher training, subject specific training  

Regional 

• Celebrating language success  
• Regional intelligence – businesses, universities, communities 
• Regional CPD offer ALL branches, ALL networks, Primary Hubs 

School  

• Celebrating language success 
• Local intelligence – businesses, universities, communities 
• Vision & Culture of language learning   

An ALLConnected 
Language Community 



The Awards aim to: 
 
 support and promote language teaching 
 raise the profile of language teaching as a career 
 recognise exciting, motivating practice among language 

teachers 
 celebrate imaginative teaching which inspires language 

learning in pupils 
 recognise the creativity, commitment and initiative of student 

language ambassadors who have encouraged, enthused 
and inspired language learners as part of a Routes into 
Languages Programme. 
 

 
 

Language Teacher 
of the Year Awards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Joint award project by HEFCE, Routes into Languages and ALL 




Languages Teacher  
of the Year Awards 

Primary Languages 
Teacher 

of the Year 2015  
 

goes to 
 
 

Catherine 
Rodrigues 

Secondary Languages 
Teacher 

of the Year 2015  
 

goes to 
 
 

Natascia 
Servini 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Catherine is a full time classroom teacher working at St Edmund Campion Catholic Primary School in Maidenhead ,
 where she has worked for 7 years.  Catherine is the only person at the school teaching languages and 
has changed the languages curriculum in her school to incorporate a multilingual approach to language teaching.
This approach is fully based on Catherine’s  passion and vision for her pupils to understand the importance of 
learning languages in a global community.

Natascia works at Stationers’ Crown Woods Academy in Eltham, where she teaches French up to Year 13. 
She is the Lead Teacher for MFL at her school. Natascia has recently been approached by the TES 
to become a premium author due to the high number of ratings and downloads of materials 
she has shared with others. She also mentors PGCE students from the University of East London and the Institute of London.
Natascia is described by a colleague as ‘having a thirst for learning and always seeks 
to develop her own subject knowledge as well as her pedagogical practice.’ 

It has not been an easy decision for the panel and a number of shortlisted nominees will receive a letter of high commendation
in the next few weeks. 

Catherine and Natascia, may I invite you know to come down to receive for Award and a cheque of £250. 

While Catherine and Natascia coming down, may I conclude by wishing you an inspirational day here at Language World and 
I am looking forward to seeing you in the closing plenary where we will also announce the venue and date for the 26th LW conference. 


The Routes into Languages Ambassador Awards have been shortlisted and some of the shortlisted nominees are with us today! 
The Awards will be announced in the near future in a separate Routes into Languages led ceremony. 




    

Our sponsors 
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