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What if……?

Students could choose the 

language 

they wanted to learn?

Students dictated the pace at 

which to learn?
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Key Principles

•Students choose, teacher designs and facilitates

•Support from native speaker mentors/volunteers

•School as basecamp

•Project based learning

•After school or in curriculum



Helsby High School - our reasons for 
adopting Language Futures

Focussing on transferable 

language learning skills 

Flexibility 

Parent and Pupil Voice 



3 Different models:

Spanish - ‘typical’ Language Futures model

Latin - Tutor from local university

Chinese - mixture of approaches
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How it works in school:



Advertisement

Skills to look for 

Communication

Staff buy-in

Working toward an end goal
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Recruitment of and working with mentors 



Advertise in assembly and in language lessons

Encourage range of abilities and age groups

Flexibility, independence and enjoyment 
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Recruitment of pupils 



Mid term planning 

Find resources

Structuring a session rather than teaching

Fostering independence - lots of questions
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What it’s like for the teacher



Content: A lesson from last week -
Objective: Understanding countries and nationalities. 
Applying previous knowledge of adjective endings.
Learning core vocabulary - apps / sheets / textbooks
Pronunciation practice with mentor
Identifying key verbs using comprehension skills
Mentor written and delivered listening activity
Working out rule for adjective ending changes
Group check and consolidation activity choice.
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Content: 

International Bake off Project (this Summer)

Key question for the project

Description of the project for students

Scheme of work: What language can arise from the context of The 
Bake Off?

Skeleton lesson plans across half a term/ several lessons



Project  Based Learning 
My planning so far

Six Lead up lessons + cooking session + follow up 
blog / tweet

End project - cooking, eating and reviewing a dish 
based around one of the following: 

SLT to act as Paul Hollywood / Mary Berry

Burrito - Spanish

Pizza? - Latin

Chow Mein - Chinese



Language Futures website includes 
interviews with teachers, mentors and 
pupils plus a wide range of resources.
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http://languagefutures.org.uk/


ALL Languages 
FuturesTeam 

• Project Manager - Clodagh 
Cooney

• Researcher - Rachel Hawkes

• Schools Advisor - Ann 
Swarbrick
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We’re available at the LF stand for discussion/questions.

For the LF mailing list, complete the slip on your seat and 
leave in the room and/or drop off at the stand 

For more information contact: 
Clodagh Cooney, Language Futures Project Manager, at 

languagefutures@all-languages.org.uk

Visit http://languagefutures.org.uk or follow us on 
http://twitter.com/LanguageFutures.

mailto:languagefutures@all-languages.org.uk
https://email.le.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=YjmZawWyi1eIA8I2Gde5bPUJalMYkL1Fl0tJ2GWCK-7mtdimGb3SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AYQBsAGwALQBsAGEAbgBnAHUAYQBnAGUAcwAuAHUAcwA3AC4AbABpAHMAdAAtAG0AYQBuAGEAZwBlAC4AYwBvAG0ALwB0AHIAYQBjAGsALwBjAGwAaQBjAGsAPwB1AD0AZgA0ADcANwBjAGEANgA5ADcAZgAxADEAMgAyAGIANwA3AGQAYwA0ADgAYQA3ADEAMAAmAGkAZAA9ADcANQAwAGEAYgA3ADAAZgBhAGEAJgBlAD0ANQBhADUANwA3ADgAZAA2ADgAMgA.&URL=http://all-languages.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f477ca697f1122b77dc48a710&id=750ab70faa&e=5a5778d682
https://email.le.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=b45CJO3T1zTNabf12tznXX517TiVICUeTPOqISrLbsrmtdimGb3SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AYQBsAGwALQBsAGEAbgBnAHUAYQBnAGUAcwAuAHUAcwA3AC4AbABpAHMAdAAtAG0AYQBuAGEAZwBlADEALgBjAG8AbQAvAHQAcgBhAGMAawAvAGMAbABpAGMAawA_AHUAPQBmADQANwA3AGMAYQA2ADkANwBmADEAMQAyADIAYgA3ADcAZABjADQAOABhADcAMQAwACYAaQBkAD0AZgBhADcAMgBmAGIAYgAzADgAYgAmAGUAPQA1AGEANQA3ADcAOABkADYAOAAyAA..&URL=http://all-languages.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u%3df477ca697f1122b77dc48a710%26id%3dfa72fbb38b%26e%3d5a5778d682


If you would like to find out more about Language Futures 
please contact: Clodagh Cooney, Language Futures Project 
Manager, at 

languagefutures@all-languages.org.uk

Visit http://languagefutures.org.uk or follow us on 
http://twitter.com/LanguageFutures.
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https://email.le.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=YjmZawWyi1eIA8I2Gde5bPUJalMYkL1Fl0tJ2GWCK-7mtdimGb3SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AYQBsAGwALQBsAGEAbgBnAHUAYQBnAGUAcwAuAHUAcwA3AC4AbABpAHMAdAAtAG0AYQBuAGEAZwBlAC4AYwBvAG0ALwB0AHIAYQBjAGsALwBjAGwAaQBjAGsAPwB1AD0AZgA0ADcANwBjAGEANgA5ADcAZgAxADEAMgAyAGIANwA3AGQAYwA0ADgAYQA3ADEAMAAmAGkAZAA9ADcANQAwAGEAYgA3ADAAZgBhAGEAJgBlAD0ANQBhADUANwA3ADgAZAA2ADgAMgA.&URL=http://all-languages.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f477ca697f1122b77dc48a710&id=750ab70faa&e=5a5778d682
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