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A multi-lingual journey
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A KS2 Reality Check



The generalist teacher…



Transition Y6 to Y7 



An INNOVATIVE  solution



…fulfilling curriculum guidelines…



SP

LA

• Maximises links to English

• Can take one language to 
a ‘substantial level’

• Lays a foundation for KS3

A multi-lingual approach…



EN

• Explores key features 
and patterns

• Fosters curiosity & 
deepens understanding 
of the world…

• Gives opportunities to : 
‘…speak, read, write, broaden, 

develop, engage, understand…’

A multi-lingual approach…



GE

OFSTED  comments…

‘The curriculum is outstanding 
as it offers a rich range of 
subjects to supplement 
English and mathematics…and 
the school offers three 
modern foreign languages.’

Wicklewood Primary Norfolk 
March 2015

SP

GE



Benefits of a multi-lingual model…
FLEXIBLE: can adapt to a school’s current and future 
situations (eg staff changes/mixed ages) 

SUPPORTIVE: of the non-specialist who won’t need to 
take any language to too high a level

PRIMARY: promoting ‘joined-up ‘ curriculum thinking 
(especially with English)

TRANSITION –FRIENDLY: creates a ‘foundation’ for KS3; 
sends language aware pupils to Y7 with no single 
language studied for four years

FUTURE-RESILIENT: teaching English speakers the skills 
needed to learn any language



My multi-lingual approach

St Edmund Campion Catholic Primary School 
Maidenhead, Berkshire



The way things were…

Y3&4 Spanish Y5&6 French



University of Reading
Research

• Primary Modern Languages: the impact of 
teaching approaches on attainment and 
preparedness for secondary school language 
learning (Funded by the Nuffield Foundation)

• Looked at the kind of learning in primary 
school that best prepares learners for further 
study of languages at KS3



Research results

• 89% of Y7 pupils preferred secondary French

• 11% of Y7 pupils preferred primary French

sense of 
stagnation

too much repetition
lack of variety 



Global Learning

• Global Learning Expert Centre

• “The concept of Global Learning will permeate 
all areas of the curriculum and will equip 
children to understand their role and succeed 
in a globalised world.”



Multi-lingual approach

• Introduce more languages

• Make learning languages more relevant

• Lessons to be more interesting and fun for 
children and teachers

• Develop a system for learning a language and 
start to compare languages



A big help!

• Which languages to 
introduce

• Resources

• Practical advice



Our multilingual approach

Autumn Spring Summer

Year 3
Discovering 
Languages

Latin Latin

Year 4
Spanish Spanish Spanish

Year 5
Japanese Japanese Japanese

Year 6
French French French



Y3 Discovering Languages

• Children create their 
own language portrait, 
highlighting the 
language influences in 
their lives



Discovering Languages

• First introduction to the languages of peers

• Opportunity for bilingual children to shine and 
celebrate their heritage

• Many parents participated in lessons

• Positive response from many parents

• Children enjoyed learning from each other

• Polish, Spanish, Colombian, French, Brazilian, 
Portuguese, Italian, Maltese, Welsh, Slovakian, 
Scottish, German,  Croatian. 





Latin

• Appropriate to the age of the children

• Provides insight into the structure and grammar 
of English and other modern European languages

• Extends English vocabulary 

• Prepares for MFL 

• Links to RE / History / General Knowledge / P4C  

• Independent learning, research and ICT



Write sentences in another language



• Understanding of grammar – noun, verb, 
adjective

• Adjectival agreement
• Position of verb



English words 
derived from Latin

• Improves English 
vocabulary and 
reading 
comprehension

• Teaches how to 
work out 
meaning in 
future language 
learning



Y4 Spanish

• Natural progression from Latin in Y3

• Children already have an understanding of 
masculine and feminine nouns

• Enjoy speaking to each other in another 
language

• Sing songs, play games, write sentences



Y5 Japanese



Excellent support from Japan 
Foundation

• Free educational resources e.g. scheme of 
work

• Free training and workshops

• Funding to enable schools to teach Japanese 
in curriculum or in after-school club

• Regular communications and updates

• Friendly team to support you



Numbers

Unit 1, Section 4



Let’s learn numbers!!

1     ichi

2     ni

3     san

4 yon

5     go

6     roku

7     nana

8     hachi

9 kyuu

10 juu



Japanese teacher (funded)



Shogi (funded)



Hiragana  - writing practice







Display – Otsukimi
Moon viewing festival



Japanese student 
teacher visit



Y5 visit to 
Embassy of 
Japan
(transport funded)



Tanabata wishes



Japanese Sports Day



Japanese Sports Day



French Y6

• Using a phonic approach to aid with 
pronunication

• Reading, writing, speaking & listening

• Children make comparisons with other 
languages

• Able to apply previous learning and look for 
patterns

• Springboard to text level once wider 
vocabulary is introduced



French



Mid year 2 …..

• Children and parents are enthused about 
learning languages

• Opportunity to develop key skills in language 
learning e.g. listening, looking for patterns, 
identifying similarities and differences

• Children are motivated to continue learning 
languages at KS3

• Global learning – open children’s eyes to the 
world




