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Teacher of Modern Languages
2003 - 2014

Languages Development 
Officer
2014 - present

Twitter addict Mum to Ruairi
1 of 9 CLIL-trained 
teachers in Scotland



CfE

Stirling & 
Clackmannanshire1+2 

Languages



CfE

“Curriculum for Excellence”  
3-18 Framework

Broad, General Education (BGE)
CfE Early Level: Nursery - Primary 1
CfE First Level: Primary 2 - Primary 4
CfE Second Level: Primary 4 - Primary 7
CfE Third & Fourth Levels: S1 – S3

Senior Phase
National Qualifications: S4-S6

BGE: Learning designed around 
‘Experiences and Outcomes’ and 
assessed around Significant 
Aspects of Learning

Senior Phase: National 
Qualifications + wider 
achievement pathways 

Key Themes: 
Interdisciplinary Learning 
Learner-Led
Literacy, Numeracy, Health & Wellbeing



1+2
MLPS in place since 1989 >> P6 & P7

“A 1+2 Approach to Language 
Learning” developed by Scottish 
Government & Education Scotland 
in 2012 based on learner 
entitlements developed within the 
Barcelona Agreement of 2003National Policy by 2020

All children and young people in Scotland will 
be entitled to access learning and teaching to 
progress literacy skills in their mother tongue 
+ 2 additional languages from Primary 1 
until end of S3 



CfE

& 1+2



Broad, General Education (BGE)

CfE Early Level: Nursery - Primary 1         L1 & L2

CfE First Level: Primary 2 - Primary 4       L1 & L2

CfE Second Level: Primary 5 - Primary 7   L1, L2 & L3 

CfE Third & Fourth Levels: S1 – S3           L1, L2 & L3

Senior Phase
National Qualifications: S4-S6



HOW?



• Over 80 educational 
establishments 
(Nursery > Secondary)

• Forth Valley College (FE)

• University of Stirling (HE)

• Wealth v poverty

• Urban v rural



Do we dilute the (established) MLPS P6 & P7 programme?

> Does that improve outcomes for learners?

> Does that fit with other agendas in Scottish Education?

> Does that build capacity for Educational Leadership?

> Are we raising the bar? 



Do languages continue to be progressed as a skill for a potential 
future life?

> Is that enough to engage our learners in the here and now? 

> Are we challenging our learners with vocabulary-based learning?

> Are we raising the bar (high enough)? 



The Answers?



“Giving our Children 
and Young People 
Linguistic Power”

A commitment to a CLIL-based model where the 
foundations for content and languages integrated 
learning will be laid at CfE Early, First and Second Levels by 
non-specialist teachers and will be referred to as 
FLAME.

From CfE Third Level and beyond, CLIL will be encouraged 
as a partner approach to current CfE Third Level + courses, 
aligning us with international models of education with the 
aim of raising attainment and engagement in the learning 
of Modern Languages. 



Surface-Linking 
CLIL

• Cross-curricular 
feel (weaving)

• Often referred 
to as ‘weak 
CLIL’

• Achievable by 
non-linguists if 
well resourced

Soft CLIL (not 
immersion!)

• Learning designed 
and assessed 
around 4Cs 
framework

• Extensive use of 
technologies

• Contained within 
ML learning and 
teaching time 
(delivered by ML 
teacher)

Hard CLIL (still not 
immersion!)

• Learning designed 
and assessed around 
4Cs framework

• Extensive use of 
technologies

• Other subject 
specialists part of 
teaching team 
(delivered beyond 
ML department)





…and the other 42!

…and the other 4!
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