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carpe diem!
Seize the opportunity to enhance your curriculum with Latin. Build vocabulary and improve literacy for 
learners of all ages and abilities. Latin provides solid grounding in grammar and develops translation 
skills whilst forging links across the curriculum. Funding is available for proven primary and secondary 
resources alongside training for non-specialists.

Sue Balmer:  sue.balmer@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:sue.balmer@yahoo.co.uk


carpe diem

carpe diem, quam 
minimum credula 

postero

Quintus Horatius
Flaccus (Horace)



What can classics do for us?



I would make them all learn 
English; then I would let the clever 
ones learn Latin as an honour and 

Greek as a treat.

Latin gives you a 
great head

start.
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Mary Beard and Bettany Hughes have raised the profile of Classics.
Follow the weblinks to information from Classics for All.
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What can Latin do for us?

And that means all of us, from primary to U3A, because it: 
• gets the brain cogs whirring

• helps us to understand the building blocks of language

• improves our own use of English

• supports orthography, morphology, lexis, syntax, word classes

• gives access to the finest prose and poetry

• helps with other inflected languages e.g. Russian,German, Arabic

• embraces logical thinking and precise analysis

• opens a window into the complexities of Roman civilisation

• discipline of thought and lucid expression

• supports study of science, medicine and law

• creates an impression on a CV



So what happened to latin?

• 1960 Oxbridge removed Latin as entry requirement

• 1972: 21 University PGCE Latin courses – now 2
• 1974  nearly half of all comprehensives offered Latin
• 2005  1 in 10 comprehensives offered Latin
• Since 2000 fewer than 100 candidates entered per 
annum for Latin A level from 2500 non-selective schools

Recent funding has supported an increase 
from 100 to over 600 non-selective state 

schools offering Latin 



Writers, public figures and primary 

teachers urged Michael Gove to 

reverse discrimination against Latin in 

the primary curriculum.

Research shows that the academic 

standards of pupils learning Latin are 

higher than for their peers who did not 

learn it.

Latin:

• improves standards in reading, 

comprehension and vocabulary

• improves maths and logical thinking

• leads to higher than average scores in 

standard tests

• helps the acquisition of other foreign 

languages



languages programmes of 

study:  key stage 2

Teaching 
may be of 
any 
modern or

ancient 
foreign 

language....
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IF AN ANCIENT LANGUAGE IS CHOSEN THE FOCUS 
WILL BE TO PROVIDE A LINGUISTIC FOUNDATION FOR 
READING COMPREHENSION AND AN APPRECIATION 
OF CLASSICAL CIVILISATION.   PUPILS STUDYING 
ANCIENT LANGUAGES MAY TAKE PART IN SIMPLE 
ORAL EXCHANGES, WHILE DISCUSSION OF WHAT 
THEY READ WILL BE CONDUCTED IN ENGLISH.   A 
LINGUISTIC FOUNDATION IN ANCIENT LANGUAGES 
MAY SUPPORT THE STUDY OF MODERN LANGUAGES 
AT KEY STAGE 3.



Will Griffiths (Director of Cambridge Schools Classics 
Project):
“We did a lot of trialling with primaries in London and  
there was a great desire among non-specialists. With 
25,000 primaries in the country and only 2.7% offering 
any Latin, there’s plenty of room for growth!”
Free online resources for primary teachers, aimed at 
non-specialists ready for trialling next year.
director@CambridgeSCP.com

mailto:director@CambridgeSCP.com


Increasing numbers of children are learning Latin through Minimus



Minimus - the mouse 

that made Latin cool 

- Barbara Bell



Access to Minimus 
shows that Latin is 
popular when children 
have access to it and 
when it is attractively 
presented.

Illustrations by 
Dr Helen Forte
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• published 1999
• first book has sold approx. 156,000 copies
• aimed at children aged 7-10
• aims to teach children English parts of speech
• aims to build their English vocabulary through

derivations
• used extensively in UK, USA and Canada
• also used in most countries of Europe, Australia

and New Zealand
• also in Italian, Slovenian, Brazilian Portuguese
• PGCE MFL students gain accreditation
• grants and training for non-specialists
• Minimus Advocates give support



Latin is not dead. It’s immortal.
Over 50% of 
English words
come from Latin.
(Latin roots exercises
are an important part
of the Minimus course)



I    unus
II  duo
III tres
IV quattuor
V   quinque

VI     sex
VII   septem
VIII  octo
IX     novem
X       decem









Minimus is a unique Latin course for younger children. It's based on a real family who lived at Vindolanda in 

100AD: Flavius, the fort commander, his wife Lepidina, their three children, assorted household slaves, their 

cat Vibrissa - and Minimus the mouse.



www.hands-on-latin.com

http://www.hands-on-latin.com/


Well-researched historical facts and the fascinating archaeological artefacts from 

Vindolanda bring Latin to life for primary pupils and enhance their curriculum.





salvete,
omnes!

Pupils learn how to speak 
Latin by acting out stories 
about the family, playing 
games and singing songs, just 
as they would when learning a 
modern language.



Chapter 1:  Meet the 
family



Flavius Lepidina

Flavia
Iulius

Rufus

Corinthus

Candidus

Pandora

Vibrissa Minimus





quis es?

Pupils learn how to 
ask and answer 
questions.







Candidus sum.  
servus sum.

Corinthus
sum.  servus

sum.

Give pupils a spoon or a stylus and they immediately 
take on the role of Candidus or Corinthus.



Found at Vindolanda: this could 

have been Lepidina’s designer 

sandal.



Found at Vindolanda: 

this could have been 

Rufus’ shoe.



Found at Vindolanda:  this could 

have been a toy sword, like the one 

in the story in Chapter 7.



Chapter 7

The imperative:

relinque

cave

siste

noli tangere

noli lacrimare



Cross-curricular 
artwork often 
includes mosaics.



The most well-known tablet from Vindolanda 
features in the first chapter.



What does 
the letter 

say?





CONTENT  (Book 1)



Pandora’s box

Each chapter features a Greek myth.







PACE?

It doesn’t matter!  It’s up to you and the children.

• Pace depends on many factors e.g. age, class size, length of lesson.
• Some Latin is better than no Latin.
• Enjoy exploring the stories and the history of Vindolanda.
• Enjoy Helen’s drawings, which are historically accurate.
• Discuss the characters.
• Schemes of work are on the Minimus website.
• Many schools start Minimus in Year 3 and cover it in two years.
• Some move onto Minimus Secundus in Years 5 and 6.



That’s 
my 

website!

www.minimus-etc.co.uk





ita vero 

minime  x
quis est?







Use MFL sites for 
ideas for creative
writing
e.g. minibooks

Clare Seccombe

Expertise in teaching modern languages can be transferred to teaching Latin.



delphinus
equus

cuniculus mus porcus

adjectival agreement – chapter 2



vespa
balaena

gallina
rana

vacca



In Latin, masculine animal nouns need masculine 

adjectives and feminine nouns need feminine adjectives.

Match the adjective to the animal
(ppt taken from the Minimus website with thanks to the pupils who drew the marvellous pictures!)



The squirrel is furry.

•sciurus est.

pellicius?

pellicia?

pellicius



The frog is green.

• rana              est.

viridus?

virida?

virida



The pig is fat.

• porcus                est.

obesus?

obesa?

obesus



The chicken is naughty

• gallina                est.

improbus?

improba?

improba



The horse is lovely.

• equus                  est.

formosus?

formosa?

formosus



The rabbit is lazy.

• cuniculus                 est.

ignavus?

ignava?

ignavus



parvus or parva means small

Can you say in Latin:

It’s a small mouse

mus parvus est.



maximus or maxima means huge

Can you say in Latin:

It’s a huge whale.

balaena maxima est.



Have fun. Play games.

The teaching of adjectival agreement in 
Chapter 2

1. Introduction of animals and adjectives.
2. Make sets of cards for adjectives and nouns using 2 different colours.
3. Children place the nouns face down on the table in a group.
4. They place the adjectives face down around the group of nouns.
5. Children take it in turns to pick a noun and an adjective.
6. To make a pair they must agree in sense and gender.
7. The winning child with the most pairs receives a sticker.
8. Reinforcement activity in the teachers’ book (Describe your friends.)



tres porci parvi





ardet Roma

ardet Roma!  ardet Roma!
vigelis, O vigilate!
en!  en!  flammae!
aquam ferte!  aquam ferte!



optime!



More primary classics

Started in 2006 by Dr Lorna Robinson
to bring ancient languages and 

culture to inner city schools and 
communities. 

The history of the project, current 
news and resources for

Latin and Greek are online at: 
www.irisproject.org.uk

http://www.irisproject.org.uk/


Regional hubs

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=classics+for+all&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=v5XHXXQ4cRZ85M&tbnid=Xlgr5iN6YKw3aM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tcecreative.co.uk/cfa.html&ei=fGN5UYbXEee30QWznYCQDQ&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNF4P_IHbkzFwHBapSjaVfaHY1P5tA&ust=1366996185955333
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=classics+for+all&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=v5XHXXQ4cRZ85M&tbnid=Xlgr5iN6YKw3aM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tcecreative.co.uk/cfa.html&ei=fGN5UYbXEee30QWznYCQDQ&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNF4P_IHbkzFwHBapSjaVfaHY1P5tA&ust=1366996185955333


starting a latin class



story-based courses

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+latin+course&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gbWrv_4EWHmNdM&tbnid=DZ8KmRSs75D9OM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://load2learn.org.uk/news/news_sep_oct_2012/22oct12_newbooks.php&ei=63Z5Uaa3FOiL0AXw2IE4&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNE4Uc6xRlqCdPbpvwMLuoY3zPS36g&ust=1367001132751844
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+latin+course&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gbWrv_4EWHmNdM&tbnid=DZ8KmRSs75D9OM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://load2learn.org.uk/news/news_sep_oct_2012/22oct12_newbooks.php&ei=63Z5Uaa3FOiL0AXw2IE4&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNE4Uc6xRlqCdPbpvwMLuoY3zPS36g&ust=1367001132751844
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ecce+romani&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UDP3MD4-aUPxfM&tbnid=RZHmAeDJX30dJM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecce_Romani&ei=S3d5UdnGC4bI0QXf9ICwCA&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGs790aAYgErxGG-5i0L6xuR7RDhw&ust=1367001248140650
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ecce+romani&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UDP3MD4-aUPxfM&tbnid=RZHmAeDJX30dJM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecce_Romani&ei=S3d5UdnGC4bI0QXf9ICwCA&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGs790aAYgErxGG-5i0L6xuR7RDhw&ust=1367001248140650


resources for primary/secondary

Cambridge Online Latin Project

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+online+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8tMwObVyxMCyWM&tbnid=8dHUiSfKS8pIWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ilearnlatin.com/category/latin-books/internet-linked-books&ei=dGp5UZaLI-eO0AXWkoCQCA&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEK-HymKxaUtE7RAr4d1xZFSK6oJQ&ust=1366997972600594
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+online+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8tMwObVyxMCyWM&tbnid=8dHUiSfKS8pIWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ilearnlatin.com/category/latin-books/internet-linked-books&ei=dGp5UZaLI-eO0AXWkoCQCA&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEK-HymKxaUtE7RAr4d1xZFSK6oJQ&ust=1366997972600594
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Cambridge+online+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oF1d44CYEMls7M&tbnid=DrZYW0m3SoZU3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://education.cambridge.org/subject/classics/latin/cambridge-latin-course-(north-american-edition)&ei=RWt5UeSaGu7s0gWCyIDgBQ&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGAazQLnjko4dT_uEp7EDucRE95fA&ust=1366998179996147
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Cambridge+online+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oF1d44CYEMls7M&tbnid=DrZYW0m3SoZU3M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://education.cambridge.org/subject/classics/latin/cambridge-latin-course-(north-american-edition)&ei=RWt5UeSaGu7s0gWCyIDgBQ&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGAazQLnjko4dT_uEp7EDucRE95fA&ust=1366998179996147
http://www.cambridgescp.com/page.php?p=clc^oa_intro^intro
http://www.cambridgescp.com/page.php?p=clc^oa_intro^intro
http://www.rainbowresource.com/prodlist.php?subject=15&category=5016
http://www.rainbowresource.com/prodlist.php?subject=15&category=5016
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QFyXWqOpGKptBM&tbnid=fSo_0NeeHmKKBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ebay.co.uk/bhp/cambridge-latin-course-book-3&ei=QGx5UZv-MKLG0QXP0oCwCQ&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFxvz-nMtpS2UQzJneTwmp0343pmA&ust=1366998444926492
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QFyXWqOpGKptBM&tbnid=fSo_0NeeHmKKBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ebay.co.uk/bhp/cambridge-latin-course-book-3&ei=QGx5UZv-MKLG0QXP0oCwCQ&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFxvz-nMtpS2UQzJneTwmp0343pmA&ust=1366998444926492
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=e1i10UHegcsPnM&tbnid=0vT7v1Zq_1CBcM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.amazon.co.uk/Cambridge-Latin-Course-Book-4/dp/0521797934&ei=fGx5UdntOIen0AWKrIGQDg&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEKYa2eAktMtTeHAN-FjdeCybF1fA&ust=1366998506323104
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=e1i10UHegcsPnM&tbnid=0vT7v1Zq_1CBcM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.amazon.co.uk/Cambridge-Latin-Course-Book-4/dp/0521797934&ei=fGx5UdntOIen0AWKrIGQDg&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEKYa2eAktMtTeHAN-FjdeCybF1fA&ust=1366998506323104
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gIGLblmEARxSdM&tbnid=oyGv6W66evUZhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.waterstones.com/waterstonesweb/products/cambridge+school+classics+project/cambridge+latin+course+book+5/3939040/&ei=v2x5UcbmKYaJ0AX_s4GQAw&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGBFWtbdIW5uOZttbdWWWQ9iDmFpw&ust=1366998581968552
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gIGLblmEARxSdM&tbnid=oyGv6W66evUZhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.waterstones.com/waterstonesweb/products/cambridge+school+classics+project/cambridge+latin+course+book+5/3939040/&ei=v2x5UcbmKYaJ0AX_s4GQAw&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGBFWtbdIW5uOZttbdWWWQ9iDmFpw&ust=1366998581968552
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Iti3cqE4VnBj4M&tbnid=R9OXQ9lg_-T3FM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/Cambridge-Latin-Grammar-Cambridge-School-Classics-Project/9780521385886&ei=8Wx5Ue79Ou6r0gWVxIGoCw&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGqPz8_A8SOQLHmtnbuuL1mMBLcqQ&ust=1366998628873442
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cambridge+school+latin+project&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Iti3cqE4VnBj4M&tbnid=R9OXQ9lg_-T3FM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/Cambridge-Latin-Grammar-Cambridge-School-Classics-Project/9780521385886&ei=8Wx5Ue79Ou6r0gWVxIGoCw&bvm=bv.45645796,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGqPz8_A8SOQLHmtnbuuL1mMBLcqQ&ust=1366998628873442


translation skills

• Translation from and into a modern foreign language
is a curriculum requirement and exam specification .

• Translation develops higher order thinking skills and 
the application of grammatical structures learnt.

• Students used to turning Latin texts into English 
should be more confident in their ability to produce
accurate translations of modern languages.

Need for accuracy illustrated by Monty Python video:  http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2hwqlt

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2hwqlt


online resources

Digital webBooks for the CLC now available



resources for everyone

picture books

grammar practice

www.youtube.comnuntii latini

http://www.youtube.com/


certification & accreditaton

• Minimus photocopiable certificates

• Cambridge Latin Course graded tests and test 
certificates for Books I, II and III
• OCR GCSE Latin
• WJEC GCSE in Latin Language, Additional Latin 
Language, Roman Civilisation and Latin Literature
• University of Cambridge iGCSE Latin
• OCR AS/A level Latin


