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• Key changes. 

• Planning considerations. 

• Teaching strategies. 



Key changes from the DfE 
• Topics/ themes – rooted in TL countries. 

(Assessment Objectives on Culture) 

• More spontaneity in Speaking 

• Literature and films. 

• Extended essays on literature and  films. 

• Translations at both AS and Alevel ( TL <-> Eng) 

• Summarising information. 

• Research project ( Alevel). 

• AS as a stand alone qualification. 

• Co-teaching possibility 

 



Themes 

Students must study  one theme at AS and two themes at 
A level, from each of the following areas of interest (i.e. 2 
themes at AS; 4 themes at A level):  
 

(i) social issues and trends  
(ii) political and/or intellectual and/or 
artistic culture 
 
 
Dfe- Dec 15 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/485
569/GCE_A_AS_level_subject_content_modern_foreign_langs.pdf 

 



Progression with the new curricula 
and specifications 

 KS3 KS4  KS5 

 

 

Spontaneity 
In speaking  

Spontaneity 
in writing  

Translation skills 

Grammar 
manipulation 

Exposure to 
literary texts 

and wider topics 

Exam condition 

But what about our 
current GCSE students  

( and the next couple of 
cohorts)? 



Planning considerations 

Co-teaching? Bridging the 
gap? 

When to 
introduce the 
works? 



      Bridging the gap…. 
 

Grammar focus 
For the first half-

term 

Introduction to 
translation skills 

Idiomatic 
dimension of a 

language- 
 a language doesn’t 

‘copy’ over 

Spontaneity  
in Speaking alongside 

the themes 

Focus on essential 
skills alongside the 

themes 

Expressing ( and 
having !)  ideas 

Developing ideas 

• Using 
dictionaries 

• Research skills 
• Reading skills 
• Listening skills 
• Note taking 

• Time 
management…. 

 



      Bridging the gap…. 
 

Grammar focus/ manipulation  
for the first half-term 

Introduction to translation skills 

Idiomatic dimension of a language- 
 a language doesn’t ‘copy’ over 



      Bridging the gap…. 
 

Spontaneity  
in Speaking alongside the themes  

 

Expressing  ( and having ) ideas 

Developing ideas and sustaining a 
discussion 



Guidelines from the DfE 
AS and A level specifications must require students 
to develop their language knowledge, 
understanding and skills through:  

• using language spontaneously to initiate 
communication; ask and answer questions; 
express thoughts and feelings; present viewpoints; 
develop arguments; persuade; and analyse and 
evaluate in speech and writing, including 
interaction with speakers of the language 

• using language learning skills and strategies, 
including communication strategies such as 
adjusting the message, circumlocution, self-
correction and repair strategies  



 



 



Discussion cards 



Guidelines from the DfE 
AS and A level specifications must require students 
to develop their language knowledge, 
understanding and skills through:  

• using language spontaneously to initiate 
communication; ask and answer questions; 
express thoughts and feelings; present viewpoints; 
develop arguments; persuade; and analyse and 
evaluate in speech and writing, including 
interaction with speakers of the language 

• using language learning skills and strategies, 
including communication strategies such as 
adjusting the message, circumlocution, self-
correction and repair strategies  



‘The bigger 
picture’ 



 



 
Facts and Figures 
 

 
My opinion 
 

 
What is going on? 
 

 
Other people’s 
views 
 

 
Advantages 
 
 



Where do I 
start? 

What do I 
know? 

Do I have a 
range of 

information? 

How do I 
revise? 



      Bridging the gap…. 

Grammar focus 
For the first half-

term 

Introduction to 
translation skills 

Idiomatic 
dimension of a 

language- 
 a language doesn’t 

‘copy’ over 

Spontaneity  
in Speaking alongside 

the themes 

Focus on essential 
skills alongside the 

themes 

Expressing ideas 

Developing ideas 

• Using 
dictionaries 

• Research skills 
• Reading skills 
• Listening skills 
• Note taking 

• Time 
management…. 

 



Listening and Reading 

No major changes in terms of skills. 

 

 
Recognition of 

vocabulary 

Synonyms 
Paraphrases 
Distractors 

Selecting info 

 

 
Selecting 
Deducing  
Inferring 

 
 

Summarising 
information Exam style 

questions 



      Bridging the gap…. 
 

Grammar focus 
For the first half-

term 

Introduction to 
translation skills 

Idiomatic 
dimension of a 

language- 
 a language doesn’t 

‘copy’ over 

Spontaneity  
in Speaking alongside 

the themes  

Focus on essential 
skills alongside the 

themes 

Expressing ideas 

Developing ideas 

• Using 
dictionaries 

• Research skills 
• Reading skills 
• Listening skills 
• Note taking 

• Time 
management…. 

 



Holiday work? 

 Grammar 
tasks 

Research on 
themes 

Expressing 
opinions on 

themes 

Research 
and 

overview 
work on the 
film/ book 

Translation 



Planning considerations 
 

 

 

Teacher A ? Teacher B ? 



Planning considerations 

Co-teaching? Bridging the 
gap? 

When to 
introduce the 
works? 



Literature and Films 
 At AS, specifications must  require students to study 

one work,  

either  

a literary work or a film. 

 

 

At A level- Specifications must require students to 
study two works,  

either a literary work and a film 

, or two literary works  

DfE- Dec 15 

 

 

 

 



Critical and analytical 
 

 
At A level, students must develop a more detailed 
understanding of the works, showing a critical 
appreciation of the concepts and issues covered, and a 
critical and analytical response to features such as the 
form and the technique of presentation, as appropriate 
to the work studied (e.g. the effect of narrative voice in a 
prose text or camera work in a film). 
DfE, Dec 2015 
 

At AS, knowledge and understanding of the work 
must include a critical response to aspects such as the 
structure of the plot, characterisation, and use of 
imagery or other stylistic features, as appropriate to 
the work studied. 
 



Impact on planning? 

When to 
start? 

Co-
teaching? 

AS or 
Alevel? 

Top-up 
needed? 

Skills? 



Technical terms 
at the back 



Impact on planning? 

Phase 1 
Main 

elements of 
film/ literary 

study 
 

 
Pre-study 

work 

Phase 2 
 

Around the 
work 

 

Phase 4 
 

Focused analysis 
by 

themes/characters
…. 

Phase 3 
 

Overview of 
work 

Exam 
questions 



Key changes from the DfE 
• Topics/ themes – rooted in TL countries. 

(Assessment Objectives on Culture) 

• More spontaneity in Speaking 

• Literature and films. 

• Extended essays on literature and  films. 

• Translations at both AS and Alevel ( TL <-> Eng) 

• Summarising information. 

• Research project ( Alevel). 

• AS as a stand alone qualification. 

• Co-teaching possibility 

 



Planning considerations 

 Time to revisit and manipulate  grammar at the start ( 
from CA) 

 Translation skills – to / from TL little and often approach 

 Other skills- summary / research skills 

What book / film to study? When to start in first year? 
Introduction after Oct half-term?  

 Literary Essay writing techniques- little and often 
approach/ look at essay questions…- 

 Up-to-date with topics- Press review? On-going bigger 
picture? 

 Build up bank of revision notes on themes ( discussion) 

 Co-teaching- Summer term of the first year? 

 Alevel – revision of AS topics + ‘top up’ for first work 

 



Contact:    karineharrington@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

If you are teaching the Edexcel  

Specification  you might be interested  

in the Hodder textbook that I have co-written.  

 

 

 

Do you need support with the new Alevel? Do get in 
touch if you need support to teach Literature, Films or 
any other aspects of the new specification.   

 

 

 

mailto:karineharrington@hotmail.co.uk

