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|. Introduction

—visual guide when designing for the web

This is a visual guide document to be used by all the
designers when designing for BBC sites.

This way we will improve the site's overall user
experience through consistency in design and interaction.
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2. Who approves this!

These guidelines have been defined in collaboration with
user experience teams across the BBC.

Approval for this proposal (and any subsequent alterations
and/or additions) sits with the User Experience Cluster and
the Head of User Experience & Design.

Any feedback or suggestions should be raised with your
representative in this Cluster and also Lyra Xharra Loxha
and Steve Gibbons.
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3. The template

—a visual framework

The centred page template and its associated guidelines

create a visual framework that make the BBC site
consistent.

The following pages outline the structure, including
a design grid that affords flexible layout options and
updated global elements.

There are also guidelines for sizes and placement of
images, the embedded media player and advertising.
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3.1. PAGE LAYOUT —the stuff that surro

unds us

All the BBC pages are based around a design grid with a

White padding 10px each side (994px) -]
|

Content padding 14px each side (974px) -

standardised surrounding border.

The design grid constrains your content area. No
content should be placed outside of the design grid.

The first border to the design grid is |4 pixels either side
and should be the page background colour. This gives

a total of 974 pixels in which the page sits. There is a
further |0 pixel white margin either side of this to frame
the page, and then an outer border covering the rest of
the page.

You MUST design your page to be fixed width (NOT
stretchy) and centred within the browser.

PLEASE NOTE:
The 10 pixel margin will always be set to white, unless an
exemption has been made.

The outer borders will always be set to #EAEAEA.

Content/grid area 946px -

BERMEUX&D
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3.2. DESIGN GRID

The design grid consists of 12 columns, each 66 pixelsin |

A

width with a 14 pixel gutter spacing between them. This
gives a total content area of 946 pixels.

An underlying 24 sub columns of 26 px can also be
employed to aid in your design in more complex layouts.

The number of columns chosen enable the use of a

variety of super column structures to allow for different
page types (see next page).

The grid sets the bounds for content only. The structure

of the areas outside the content are illustrated on the
following pages.

|

All designers should adhere to
the grid rules. Flash sites are not
exempt from the grid rules

12/24 columns - 946px

66px 14px 26px
column gutter sub-column

ST
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3.3. FLEXIBLE LAYOUTS —something for everyone

The grid is flexible enough to accommodate a variety of
super column layouts and enables ad placement in the
right hand column for international visitors.

Common layouts include 2 and 3 super columns with
left hand navigation.

When using a super column for left hand local
navigation you MUST always use 2 columns. This
creates a consistent [46px for all left hand local
navigation.

A combination of super columns could be used to create
more complex structures. See bottom right for just one
possible example of this.

2 SUPER COLUMN LAYOUT WITH LEFT HAND NAVIGATION (STORY PAGE) 3 SUPER COLUMN LAYOUT WITH LEFT HAND NAVIGATION

3 SUPER COLUMN LAYOUT MULTI SUPER COLUMN LAYOUT

BEREUX&D
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Using the grid with flash

The content that sits on flash sites needs to adhere to the grid.
This means that flash sites are NOT exempt from using the grid

AR B | Menyin G O

CORRECT TREATMENT x INCORRECT TREATMENT
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4. Global mastheaa

Text only | Help

B|B|C I

#f* Home O Sport Relief O New BBC iPlayer O Rugby 6 Nations
BBC iPlayer Health Music Sport
CBBC History News TV
Learning Radio Weather
Food Local & Nations Science & Nature A whole lot more >
This is the global masthead for the whole of the BBC NOTES
site. |. The design assets that accompany this document contain
Adobe lllustrator and Photoshop files of the current Global Visual
As an overview the masthead includes the BBC Language to form the basis of your design. All assets including the
masterbrand, Text only & Help links, Search and an page structure, the grid, global masthead and footer are provided.

‘Explore the BBC' button which has a menu containing You MUST not recreate the files.
|’/ static (including Home) and 3 temporal links.

2. Current guidelines state that pages must be readable when the
The menu colour (button and links) can be changed font size is increased by two steps in our supported browsers.
b>/ Using the pro\/ided pa|et‘[‘_e of colours ONLY. Please (http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidelines/newmedia/technical/xhtml_
make sure you explicitly specify the menu colour to your  Integrity.shtmi#css)
development team.

Explore the BBC

Explore the BBC

3. The measurements of 18px and 140px are based on default
text size and +2 text resizing in Firefox (IE resizes in smaller
increments) respectively and will ensure there the menu is not cut
off within all our supported browsers.
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4.1. THE MENU —explore the BBC

The ‘Explore the BBC' menu gives quick access to
great content on the BBC site. There are |7/ static
links (including Home) and 3 temporal links used for
promoting content and events.

The ‘A whole lot more' link to the bottom right of the NOTES

menu will take the user to a page that gives access to |. The 17 static links were agreed in consultation with senior
an extended collection of BBRC sites that are not in the business stakeholders.
menu.

# BBC Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC
CBeebies
Food

O Sport Relief O New BBC iPlayer O Rugby 6 Nations
Health Music Sport
History News TV
Learning Radio Weather
Local & Nations Science & Nature A whole lot more >

BERMEUX&D
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4.1.1. Colour variations a bespoke fit

Colours used in the menu can be changed (choosing
from a fixed palette) to suit the current site. The button
NEEDS to be noticeable whilst matching it with your
colour scheme. One way of achieving this is to use a

A Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

A Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

O Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

complementary colour to your main one rather than

matching directly. The artwork for the nav will be placed

in the ‘Assets’ folder which will be accompanying this

document

HEXVALUE: #2E52D|

Explore the BBC

HEXVALUE: #1864A4

Explore the BBC

HEX VALUE: #297E9B

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

fh Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

fA Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

A Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

A Home o

Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

O Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

O Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

O Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

Explore the BBC

HEX VALUE: #8DB500

Explore the BBC

HEX VALUE: #308700

Explore the BBC

HEX VALUE: #0F463B

Explore the BBC

A Home O Sport Relief
BBC iPlayer Health

CBBC History
Learning

Food Local & Nations

A Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

A Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

A Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

A Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

f Home

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

Sport Relief

Health

History
Learning

Local & Nations

NOTES

. If your developers DO NOT explicitly set the colour in
Barlesque, the button/menu will use the default blue (as shown,

top left).

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

New BBC iPlayer

Music
News
Radio
Science & Nature

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

O Rugby 6 Nations

Sport

TV

Weather

A whole lot more

HEXVALUE: #D60065

Explore the BBC

HEX VALUE: #9A005D

Explore the BBC

HEXVALUE: #68007F

Explore the BBC

HEX VALUE: #D7000C

Explore the BBC

HEXVALUE: #ED510A

Explore the BBC

HEXVALUE: #777247

Explore the BBC
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Colour variations examp

frHome

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

Food

frHome

BEC iPlayer

CBBC
Food
F o |

frHome

BBC iPlayer
CBBC

le usage

o Merlin

Health
History
Learning

Local & MNations

2 Merlin

Health & Parenting
History

Learning

Local & Mations

@ Strictly Come Dancing

Music
Mews
Radio

Science & Mature

Music
MNews
Radio

Science & MNature

1 BETA™ 1., Comment on this page

L

= Merlin

Health & Parenting
History

Food

fHome

BBC iPlayer
CBBC
CBeebies
Food

Local & Mations

< Merlin

Health & Parenting
Hisktory

Learning

Local & Nations

O Strictly Come Dancing

Music
MNews
Radio
Science & Mature

O Strictly Come Dancing

Music
MNews
Radio
Science & Mature

2 Strictly Come Dancing

© Electric Proms

Sport Explore the BBC
T
Weather

A whole lot more

O Electric Proms

Sport Explore the BEC
TV
Weather

A whaole lot more [ ]
TS0

¥

a2

C Electric Proms

Sport Explore the BBC
T

Weather

A whaole lot more

O Electric Proms

Sport Explore the BBC
™

Weather
A whele lot more Categories
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4.1.2. Safe zone a flash warning

The current version of Adobe’s Flash player creates a
technical issue where Flash content will overlay HTML S e T ey S
content including drop down menus and lightboxes. The e TV

menu has been designed to appear as high up the screen :
as possible to help avoid this.

i@ Home G The Sporartice ) tor | O 1858 saxson

You MUST NOT place any Flash content above 118px.
This will ensure the menu is not overlaid by it [Flash].

- W [ W | i 1 1 ' &
THE MENU OVERLAYED BY FLASH CONTENT
The menu expands vertically on text resize. Site designs

MUST proportionally expand (vertically) to ensure that
Flash content does not display above 140px.

NOTES

|. Current guidelines state that pages must be readable when the
font size is increased by two steps in our supported browsers. >
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidelines/newmedia/technical/xhtml_ — 2 textresizing [40px
integrity.shtml#css) ILLUSTRATION REPRESENTING THE HEIGHT INCREASE WHEN RESIZING TEXT

—— Default height | 18px

2. The measurements of |18px and [40px are based on default
text size and +2 text resizing in Firefox (IE resizes in smaller
increments) respectively and will ensure there the menu is not cut
off within all our supported browsers.
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4.2. MASTHEAD VARIATIONS —site/user specific changes

The global nature of the masthead means we should not
make radical changes for local requirements. However, in
certain circumstances a variation to the links in the menu
needs to be addressed.

This is apparent on both international facing sites (English
and other languages) and Children's sites where specific user
requirements may need to be met.

BEREUX&D
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4.2.1 International facing sites

Sites in other languages and sites with international Additional links that have a unique international
versions can use a variation of the masthead. perspective should also be included. These are currently

the Languages portal, World Service Learning English &

Through discussion with BBC World Service, a specific World Service Trust.
set of links for the menu has been proposed.

Finally, links that are targeted towards a UK specific

Where an international version of a UK menu item is audience (e.g. Gardening, Food, Health) should be
applicable that link should be enforced as a default unless  removed from the menu and access to these will be on
the user has a cookie set specifically to the UK version. the ‘More BBC sites’ / ‘A whole lot more’ page.

This would include, but may not be exclusive to News,

Sport, Weather, TV & Radio.

"Text Only’ and "Help® should be in the local language

Descriptor text : 'BBC Sites in English”

News Radio Learning English

™ Workd Service Trust

Weather Languages More BBC Sites » "Explore the BBC' should read "BBC Sites’
in the local language

Site links appear in this order

B|B|C|6pEID)
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4.2.2 Non-english language sites

Additionally the label used on the search button should
reflect the language of the site the user is on and be scoped
to search for results in that language where possible.

Note - current BBC search is only optimised for some
languages not the full 33

BERMEUXRD
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4.2.3 Advertising on the masthead of international and language sites

International facing sites will also carry advertising to non-uk
users.

The masthead will need to accommodate a Leaderboard
advert (728 x 90 px).

ADVERT

TIFFANY & CO.

Text only | Help

B|B|C

NOTES
|. Find out more about advertising on section 8. Advertising

Blue is the Color of Dreams

BERMEUXRD
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5. Local masthead

If you have a local masthead you should extend it
outside the edge of the content grid to the inside

edge of the white page border. There is a Ipx key line
(#ccccec) between the global masthead and the local
masthead. This is part of the global masthead and does
not need to be incorporated into a site’s design.

Content MUST NOT be placed outside of the grid.

Text only | Help

NOTES

|. The illustration below is only an example. The local masthead
does not have to be a strip of colour (see the following pages for
guidelines).

2. If your local masthead is a strip of colour the depth of it
SHOULD BE 49px.

BlB|C

I px keyline

#cccccc
Local Masthead

Outset by 14px  |e

BEREUX&D
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5.1. MAKE BETTER USE OF THE SPACE IN THE LOCAL MASTHEAD

Designers need to make better use of the local masthead = The examples below show two of the many ways you can

space & SHOULD AVOID using an empty stripe as you achieve this
would consequently lose valuable real estate on the page.

Use the space for

local navigation
BnA SEL P, D T RS L0 =% ane e AT, Lo er B8 i e =)
k. i E"' "T' I g senmey bepmsersize. comy Lt RN - . i "T" IF hirp: ¢ faenmey, beossessize. comy v r. Ll * Crasge RN -
Sriling Ml Laes meal s Cablsnsieg e p— P ————— T b el Vel e P ) Dafling Mrtiodl  Lates] Mealiien S Caislenilog Dt Wi | [omm b e Bl 1 b Sdgal Wels AEC M - LdlE ¥y Qe B =
& Dhable + [ Caskias v (2] 025 v T Feswn @ (0 ivegea =« nlsrmsden Marelanniie ' Gudiss 0 O § Retine o % Tueh » ] WewBawca = O S Ciable + J Caskis » (0« O Forwu o (8 imagee = i svlarascion = e P e L e L e e Bl b e nmea

Frmioe He BOC

Elrmmyhare on the web

ﬂ 1 B ROAWHING  satos o e sty S i et s

Fron BBL BMaws e

et Il CRETY

Tor ki revcha B T Eowing

m s vy mog i

Teg ol mabeie bor W Sowing

Use the space for
sub headings

THE ABOVE VISUALS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY

Use the space for
right hand column
information

REBELZS| Ousain Beacdeck BEHELS] Bubsid S sl

BERMEUX&D

Global Visual Language 2.0 - BBC design guidelines for the web. Lyra Xharra Loxha, Steve Gibbons. Last modified at 7:27 PM, 22 October 2008



5.2. IF THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO USE AN EMPTY STRIPE..

We recommend that designers avoid using empty stripes |, The local masthead when used in a stripe SHOULD BE
(empty blocks of colour or gradient), however if there 49 px deep

are instances when it is absolutely necessary to use them,
we must make sure that the depth and font size remain 2. Font type & size SHOULD BE Gill Sans, 30 px or

consistent. Arial 30px if using html text)
rﬁ O8 setmy.browsersize.com =N
A @ "'j:‘ I® htp://setmy.browsersize.com/ ¥ | = .* Google Q\' -8
Getting Started  Latest Headlines 5, ConnexionBlog =  Design Melt Down = MNetvibes.com Elogs  The Next Web=  BBC Music - Latest... 5 - Event Dates from ... b

@ Disahle & Cookies v || CS5 v | Forms = |8 Images - @ Information - '_.:._'.l Miscellaneous * . Outline ~ E: Resize - Jb Tools = @ View Source v . Options -

. Ar hi The local
Font: Gill Sans, 30 px cnive masthead should
be 49 px deep

(if you are using Archive Home Meet the Experts Help
dynamic or simple

html text the font type L. | . ) | _
hould be A Absitihiaais MEET THE EXPERTS | The Bits in Between || LATEST COLLECTION | Titanic

Take a trip through our collective past with the BEC
archives and discover themed collections of radio
and TV programmes, documents and photographs.

Explore who we are and see how attitudes have
changed over the vears through selections fram an
archive which began over 70 years ago.

W L T R T e e e e e S T R e e S
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How It would work...

‘an A setrmy. browsersize.com =¥
J-q_.l v t-‘;' ""?" I® betos ) s trmy. brows arsize-com; v | = _I;_-.-"- 4] 1l a
Geming Started  Latest Headlines % Connexloslog Deekign Mleln Dewan Nt hiss caim Blog Thie Hexs Weh s BEC Miusic - Latssn.. Ewierdl Diates T i )
o Disable * [ Cookies + ] €55 = [=] Forms = 8 images * § Infarmarion = Wiscelaneous * o Outime * 3 5 Resize = o Toals + {&| ViewSource = % Optians »

Archive

F

a8 a setrmy. brovwsersize. com =
-l {.ﬂ ""T" I® beto: ) faetmy brows ersize.camy v | g - 1l Q' f

Cebtimg Started  Latest Headlines?s ConnesionElogs:  Design Melt Dovn s Netvibes.com Blog?  The Med Web - BEC Music - Laiesk... & Ewent Dates trom ... 0
& Disable = S Cookies = 7] €55 = -] Forms = M images = @8 information = Miscellineaws = o Outlme = _ 3 Resize = 47 Tools = fu| ViewSource = Cptiars =

‘anA setrmy. brovwsersize.com =)
l,q_.l v t-‘; ""?" I hiin: ) e try_browsarsize-com) T _I:_-.-"- " 1] o
Gemireg Started  Latest Headlines % ConnexlosElog Drenign Ml Deawan Mt i bist_cam Blog Thi Meds Weh BEC Misic - Lanese.. Ewierl Diames T o
& Disable » [8 Cookies » ] €55 = [=| Forms = @ images » @0 Infarmation Miscellineois + o Dudlime + 52 Resize = Toals » [ ViewSource = ¥ Options »

B|BIC

A whole lot more e cepse dmao
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5.3. FREEFORM LOCAL MASTHEAD

A freeform local masthead is usually not strictly confined  The local branding usually floats on the page background and

to any kind of visible horizontal grids (as shown on the

example below).

The local branding blends
with the background

There is no clear visual
reference as to where the
local masthead ends

the visual reference as to where the local masthead ends is

more subtle or in some cases not visible at all.

BIE|C]
RADIO

. fra

GI'I"IE Dl1s & Shows Schedule Podcasts News

Love black music love 1Xira

ON DAB DIGITAL RADIO, TV & ONLINE
SKY 0137, FREEVIEW 701, VIRGIN 207

On Air Now
[T

(=T

Blogs Daytime Hip Hop RnB Garage Dancehall D&B More Styles

A » 1Xtra Chart Show ming Up

) ¢ Is Rihanna still number one? chedule

Check out the 40 biggest
selling black music records.

m EB111

1Xtra News

» Dora The "Frauder"? » Tha Carter III

Vis

Rl

pi

. A - : ’ Crackdow
Listen to Ace and Semtex premieres i birr-r.Jrl],tdd rin
ank call the brand new Lil — =0
Wi S R L W maames =i b 1 fFoon
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5.3.1. The rules around using a freeform local masthead

The logo SHOULD ALWAYS sit no lower than 140 px ~ There should be NO REPETITION of the BBC blocks on
unless an exemption has been made. The logo SHOULD the local masthead unless an exemption has been made
ALWAYS sit on the left hand side under the BBC blocks

unless an exemption has been made.

140 px

Schedule  Programmes  Channel Trailers FAQ  Contact Us your location : London [change]

when in freeform the local branding SHOULD sit on the left hand side
no lower than 140px
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Treatment of the ‘left aligned & above 40 px rule’

& na BT Py, BT e, O,

. [ "T" [ P ey, e G BT E Ty, vl (T

LHTY Sarmel LR S Hasiill i es L Fiutad i il (B4 i W1 [how Wl it i Bdri)y T ke Mgl el BB Midi RT3 ] Einbel] (RERS B i
o Chiabis _'; Coskiss » | _JO&& ~ [ | Fevrm 7 (9 imeges =~ g nkarmaken Missllarsi © o danlins v o o REios - Teoh = {a | ¥EwSawcs

CORRECT TREATMENT

THE ABOVE VISUALS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY

140 PX

'B_'”_'ﬂl' :-el:r'\-..l.h'\-:u-:-:rk.:c::-::#-. '::“'-'
L ‘._1 "T' r g | (enTe broeeerH e cemy T Ll F : Q,
T Sl LaRes il | P It i ) [Fd i WL [ Bl bimi e Bdam) i Be adal el BEC Migbi Al Eip] (PMES B e =
o CHizhis -+ _,'; Coshms - 38 = | ferom =~ @ imagas = {F nikamsoan Miusllarsnn = 0 Owclrs v o o Rmios - Taph =~ {3 ¥iewSeawes = Cpsom ~

I INCORRECT TREATMENT
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Examples where an exemption has been made

[ Ll ) SEE P, LT R
-

[y A i ey browsera e CoTy
il | e

T SNl Lt - (T e L] (LT I B i e Bl
& Diiabls + B Coskas - o | Ferom ~ (@ images = §f miarmacan v Misslarsaus -

140 PX

e~

{

==

[40 PX
el
o

= Lala) SELELY, b B DS i
[ S i Prenmey brossee ce comy Ll Q,
LT Saenedl  LaTe s i | s I ey L a1 Wl b b o e B i e kial el HELC M i

S Ciiabls + B Coshas - - fermm

(B|B|C

» (W ireges ¢+ @ nlarmadsn v Minslarsaw © o Oanlies » _ 0

Tuesdoy 10pm BN
Friday 11.35pm

TWO

5

Latest videos dea o s O v e

— > The Culture Show Blog
—

A pritical pads o fin, mosic. =t books aed Al
Ihinge cuFuml

ﬂ_‘_

Foi ) A vy S
Termyiis & pun® il friwn s wisar's Ryl

drwdmrrs TisrvnarSrhbhien in rebine
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6.Footer

—a meaningful end

The Barlesque template includes a simple standard
footer for use at the bottom of all pages.

There are 7 global BBC links (with an additional
‘Advertising’ link on international facing sites) on 2
columns, plus an optional column of site specific links
(maximum of 4).

There are 3 colourways for the footer. The standard

is grey (#4D4D4D) and should be used as much as
possible. The exceptions are a black version and a white
version which can be used as an alternative to the grey
where it [the grey] does not suit the design of the page.

NOTES
|. ‘'Send to a friend’ is still a supported tool but should be placed
in your content area

E B © MMVII Site specific

Footer links

Upto a maximum

The BBC is not responsible for
the content of external internet sites of Four?

STANDARD FOOTER

EE © MMVII Site specific

Footer links

Upto a maximum

The BBC is not responsible for
the content of external internet sites of Four?

B E © MMVII Site specific

Footer links

The BBC is not responsible for Upto a maximum

the content of external internet sites of Four?

ALTERNATIVE FOOTERS

BBC Help
Accessibility Help
Jobs

Advertising

BBC Help
Accessibility Help
Jobs

Advertising

BBC Help
Accessibility Help
Jobs

Advertising

About the BBC
Contact Us
Terms of Use

Privacy & Cookies

About the BBC
Contact Us
Terms of Use

Privacy & Cookies

About the BBC
Contact Us
Terms of Use

Privacy & Cookies
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/. Content

We now have a structure for the page, but to create
further useful consistency across sites there are other
elements we need guidelines for,

Certain attributes of content elements need to adhere
to the guidelines which follow. These include indentation,
Images, the embedded media player; and advertising.
Each of which will be outlined on the following pages.

Using these guidelines together with the structures
outlined on previous pages will create a visual
framework that affords consistency yet flexibility across
the BBC site.

BERMEUX&D
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/1. THE FOLD

—where is !

The argument that ‘users scroll has been used to refute the
need to worry about the fold' in a browser window. Equally
user testing has shown that users can experience problems
when faced with finding specific information that is not
visible in the browser window.

Using current browsers/operating systems we can define a
maximum and recommended depth for content that would
be visible to the vast majority of users (see illustration, right).

Internet Explorer 7 on Windows XP has the smallest depth
of visible content of 617px. The recommendation is to keep
all significant content or navigation within 600px to create a
comfortable viewing area for the user.

Whether to adhere to the fold depends on the type of
page and the design of the page. E.g, a user can expect a
news article to be scrolled, but would not expect to have
navigational elements positioned below the fold.

Ultimately it is up to designers and design managers to make
the best decision for each page and product, based on the
audience and page type and function

However; there is a requirement with regard to advertising.
When using the 300x250px medium rectangle advert size,
at least 50% of the advert MUST be displayed above the
fold.

Firefox
Internet Explorer

Opera

Safari

600px (the fold’)

e

THE FOLD
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7.2. TEXT/OBJECT INDENTATION

When indentation of images and text are required
(within boxes) use a 10px indent from the edge of the
box. In addition 10px between images and text should
also be employed.

When content is not in boxes, text and images can be
aligned to the grid or indented to |10px.

NOTES
[. This is a recommendation and not a fixed rule.

Lorem ipsum

Dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing

elit. Etiam rhoncus
gravida tortor. In hac
habitasse platea turpis.

Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis
parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus.
Lorem ipsum Dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Etiam rhoncus gravida tortor. In
hac habitasse platea dictumst.

INDENTATION WHEN CONTENT IS IN'A BOX

Lorem ipsum

Dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing
elit. Etiam rhoncus
gravida tortor. In hac
habitasse platea turpis.

Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis
parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. Lorem
ipsum Dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Etiam rhoncus gravida tortor. In hac habitasse
platea dictumst.

ALIGNED TO THE GRID WHEN CONTENT IS NOT IN A BOX

Lorem ipsum

Dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing
elit. Etiam rhoncus
gravida tortor. In hac
habitasse platea turpis.

Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis
parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus.
Lorem ipsum Dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Etiam rhoncus gravida tortor. In
hac habitasse platea dictumst.

INDENTATION WHEN CONTENT IS NOT IN A BOX
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7.3. FONTS

Standard body fonts

* Verdana
* No other fonts should be used as body fonts without explicit exemption

MINIMUM SIZES
* |2px should be minimum size body text

* |Ipx may be used but caution should be shown around using low contrast
colours as user research has shown that older demographics struggle to read it

Standard title fonts:

Arial (preferred), Verdana & Georgia

* Verdana should not be used above [8px size.

* Verdana bold should be avoided above |6px size

* On a ‘service’ or programme brand site it is acceptable to use the relevant
brand font as long as its legible

* Designers must ensure brand fonts are legally cleared for online usage

Page title fonts

» Official logos are automatically exempt from these guidelines
* As a rule of thumb page title typefaces should be at least 2 sizes up from
standard title font

Standard BBC brand font

* Gill sans (version tbd) is the official BBC font
* AVOID using Gill bold

Character sets

* MUST be UTF8 character set unless site is in an unsupported language

Flash sites

- Flash sites must ensure typefaces used are easy to read but may use a wider set
only if the BBC standard fonts do not fit the brand

IMPORTANT:
| If you want to do something outside of these guidelines (and the automatic exemptions)
you MUST apply for an exemption through the normal procedure

2. Always check type in both rendered and unrendered states on both PC & Mac to ensure
presentation

3. Make sure the correct pixel size is represented on the live site

E E UI&D Global Visual Language 2.0

- BBC design guidelines for the web. Lyra Xharra Loxha, Steve Gibbons. Last modified at 7:27 PM, 22 October 2008

3l



74, IMAGES

Image sizes
Bazed on a | &% ratic.

DT CHFTII RO DU O i, OIS B S RTI0T,

) Ful siory column width i} Right hard column ful width
Indented 4425 | B
Flush 4£Exlnl

Images MUST work with the grid and help to create
order within the page layout.

You should use an image ratio of 16:9. Aligning with the
grid then gives us the five common sizes illustrated on
the right (heights based on a 16:9 ratio). Images should
also be able to pad against the column edges if it suits
the design.

- ——————————

Federii=d 6 141
Aush 306 |72

The following dimensions apply to a 16:9 image.

IMAGE SIZES

Indented Flush gl S
| 446 x 251px |. 466 x 262px

2.286 x 161px 2. 306 x 172px

3. 206 x I16px 3.226 x 127px

4. 126 x 71px 4. 146 x 82px

5. 86 x 48px 5. 106 x 60px A
6. 46 x 26px 6. 66 x 37px sy ot
NOTES

| £} L=ad story column width
|. Does not apply to background images It BedB

2. Does not apply to image galleries Fhush | Dl El l'-:l panel
I Farairarn
wihizula, Cras

susdEl =ds Jt

Mot panclled
Abgus= a mi e
ik Foirad v
cashic de Faca

a=al asl. Nam & aral. Quisgus fimsisil ada st ama? a. Mess id
agal mi, Cuis & augue slelend . ared, Quscua agat mil. Duls &

Indented £l
Fhush EExIT

RECOMMENDED IMAGE SIZES
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/4.1, Optional Image Ratios

Where 169 are not appropriate 4:3, square, portrait
(8:10) and a wider 14:5 images can be used. Simply fit to
the grid using the relevant widths above with the height
changing proportionately.

NOTES
|. Does not apply to background images
2. Does not apply to image galleries

RECOMMENDED IMAGE SIZES

Other image ratios

Adjust depth to suit Portrait, Square & [4:5 image ratios

© Portraitimages 8:10

© Square images 1:1

BERMEUX&D



7.5. INTERIM EMBEDDED MEDIA PLAYER SIZES

The Embedded Media Player [EMP] currently uses a
codec which is not fully scalable and as such specific sizes
need to be built. 512 x 288

(323h including controls)

The video sizes that are available to you are 512x288,
448x252 and 256x144.

448x252 is the recommended size for use within story
pages (left hand nav + 2 super columns).

Future iterations of the EMP will have greater flexibility
in sizes and thus will fit better into pages.

448 x 252
NOTES (287h including controls)

|. The EMP video controls add an extra 35 pixels to the height.
2. The 400x225 size is now deprecated and replaced by 448x252.
3. An additional size of 384x216 is also available but restricted to

sites with the Barley page layout.
4. See bbc.co.uk/emp for more information.

256 x 144
(179h including controls)

CURRENT EMP SIZES

BERMEUX&D



/.5.1 The Audio EMP

The Audio EMP allows more flexibility in terms of usage
as it fits to the grid correctly 466 x 106

446 x 106 (indented)

306 x 106

286 X 106 (indented)

226 x 106

206 x 106 (indented)

CURRENT AUDIO EMP SIZES

BERMEUX&D



8. Local Navigation

—what links are included/the basics

Links that MUST BE in place on the Local Nav

+ Site name or logo - (Recommended position - Top left
beneath the global toolbar)

* Site homepage link
* Site specific links

Links that SHOULD NOT appear in the local navigation

—their new positions...
FOOTER

+ Accessibility help
+ Contact Us
* Help

GLOBAL TOOL BAR

« BBC Homepage link
« Text only

CONTENT AREA

« Audio on/off

* Drop downs

* Like this page! Send it to a friend
* Newsletters

* Printable version

« Related sites / links

« RSS feeds

BERMEUX&D
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8.1. HORIZONTAL LOCAL NAVIGATION

Absolute guidelines for the horizontal nav

* The colour contrast between the text & background
colours for links, selected links & rollovers

MUST COMPLY with the Standards & Guidelines or
colour contrast.

* Font size must be |Ipx or bigger (I1px Verdana, 12px
Arial).

* ALWAYS use HTML Links (text links) - this enables the
user to resize the text. If there is a need for graphics
look at combining HTML text & graphics, as this still
allows for resizing.

 The selected link MUST always be highlighted
« All links MUST have a rollover behavior

+ DO NOT use fly-out menus

SupiEr Jich The

Ere=d Gam..

Tuesday NMight Dirama, [0 30pm

Wil Faniny HIll fimd lowve tanight?
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Recommended guidelines for the horizontal nav

* Verdana (up to 16px) is the recommended font for the
BBC website. Any fonts that are higher than 16 px
should be Arial.

+ Use caution when using all capitals. Avoid using them for
sites with numerous links.

* Make it visually clear where one link stops & another
one starts — leave clear spaces between links (Vertical
lines can help with this).

« Aim to have 9 or less links in the horizontal nav

* The horizontal nav must be able to withstand two text
size increases without wrapping on a PC in internet
explorer.

* Wrapping behavior should it occur — normal text flow,
the text goes onto a second line. Make sure the line
spacing is related to the size of the text, to ensure that
there is no over lapping of text.

* Make navigation labels short and use clear; everyday
language.

+ Make the words used for navigation links match the main

heading of the page they link to.

+ Avoid using the same words to start link items, because
doing so makes them harder to scan.

BERMEUX&D
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8.2. VERTICAL LOCAL NAVIGATION

Absolute guidelines for vertical navigation

* Vertical navigation for local navigation always appears on
the left hand side of the page.

* DO NOT change the colour of visited links

* The colour contrast between the text & background
colours for links, selected links & rollovers
MUST comply with the Standards & Guidelines for
colour contrast.

* Font size must be |Ipx (I1px Verdana 12px Arial) or
bigger.

* The leading between links in the Left Hand Nav must be
at least 20px (20px)

Wiarld

1]+

Emgland
Marthern Trelsnd
Scotlamd

Wales

Businuas

Palitics

Healkth

Educntion

Refunca & Easiranmant
Technaology
Entertainment

Also in the news

L san |

Explore the BEC

BEC NEWS CHAMMEL

Page lask uj T 13:23 CGMT, Wedrssdny, 8 Cotober 2008 18:32 LK Hove Feais

LATEST: Women whio have had a miscamiage mare likealy to have future pregnancy compdications,

UK and central banks cut
interest rates

The Bank of England, tha US Federal Reserva
and the EL:I'C-FIEEI" Central Bank cut interast
rates by 0,.5% in 8 co-ordinated mowve Bo
shore up the global economy.

* 'Major global downturn' says [MF

* Liwe kext: Hescua plan labest

+ Shares claw batk [dses

= Restus plan Mo UK Banks

Landers cul martgage rates

‘ [RAT The bank resoue and yau

F D0LDG 100, 3T EHARE

it e ¢ Yaur vicws: Wil IE work?
° Left—align the links Hiana Yo e Sary | Russia 'starts } "Glowing' jeliyfish MARKET DATA - 14:32 UK
= Georgia pull-owut’ 'rtt grabs Naobel
Magazine | h_' FTSE 1400 4437.p4™ -=167.34 “3.65%
« ALWAYS use HTML links (this enables the user i Russian broops are seen A clever Lick burrowed from s st ot et
. . . Country Profiles withdrawing from a “buffer zona®  pellyfish earns two Americans and Cac 40 350477 -13745 -3
to resize T—he teXt) lfthere IS a need fOl" graPmCS IOOk Special Roparts in Georgia ahead of the deadiina pne Japanese sciantist a share of
a_t Comblﬂlﬂg HTI\/”_ 'teXt & grath:s, as thIS St||| a”OWS ol Fre Phooess e sl miak rhun ehunrwmioteme el (Dl L e L CUNCTC TR o
for resizing.
+ The selected link MUST always be highlighted
* All links MUST have a rollover behaviour
* DO NOT use accordion menus or fly-out menus
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Recommended guidelines for vertical navigation

* Verdana (up to 16px) is the recommended font for the BBC
website. Any fonts that are higher than 16 px should be Arial

+ Use caution when using all capitals. Avoid using them for
sites with numerous links

* Aim to have 12 or less links for the primary level of
navigation for a site..

* Local navigation links SHOULD be above the fold.

* Avoid using non clickable headings in the Left Hand Nav if
headings are needed make it visually clear that they are
non clickable

* Show & hide links to provide the clearest navigation
- Indent show & hide links
- Highlight the selected section heading
- Highlight the selected link
- Change the background color for the show & hide links

« Use the full width of the Left Hand Nav for the click zone

+ Make navigation labels short and use clear, everyday
language.

+ Make the words used for navigation links match the main
heading of the page they link to.

+ Avoid using the same words to start link items, because
doing so makes them harder to scan.

* Follow the recommendations for the ordering of links &
naming conventions in the Guidelines & Assets zip

BERMEUX&D
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8.3. TWO BASIC PAT TERNS FOR THE LOCAL NAVIGATION: A & B

—recommended patterns

PATTERN A — horizontal followed by vertical

AEaE S T

{section meme or logo

AEaE S T ARE S T

{section meme or logo

{section mame or logo

miaban )l | e e e e e S S— c—'-.-'—_______ Seimbeen |l | S e e S S S (S—
B . ___ &
N "I
—— —
— o =
= —
—
Al A.2 A.3
|. horizontal nav . horizontal nav |. horizontal nav 3. show & hide
2. left hand nav 2. left hand nav
PATTERN B — vertical only
REE I T s . ARE S Y
{section neme fection nsme
— —
= = [©
o= =
—— —
— I
— —
e} —3
B.| B.2
|. left hand nav |. left hand nav
2. show & hide
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8.4. BREADCRUMB TRAILS

Recommendation

* Do not use breadcrumb trails for primary navigation

. . Home * Print and Colour * Barnaby Bear
* Where necessary, include breadcrumb trails as a

secondary navigation to provide context and make
users orientation more explicit.
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9. Advertising

—size and placement

Advertising on the BBC site will only be visible to visitors
from outside of the UK. Current implementation is only
on a small number of site areas but may be extended.

When the page is viewed by a UK facing audience the ad
will not display. In it's place the content will either move
up into the space (collapsible columns), or alternate
content of the same column width will be displayed.

There are four ad sizes and respective placements.

|. Leaderboard (728x90) above the global navigation
within the masthead and is controlled by Barlesque.

2. MPU (300x250) in the right hand column, inset by
3px (centred), 14px padding top and bottom.

All ads will automatically display the supporting text
ADVERTISEMENT" (10px Verdana, caps) above or
below the advert (as illustrated, right).

NOTES

|. At least 50% of the MPU MUST be above the fold.
2. See appendix | for examples of collapsible columns.

i
o
w
>
[a)
<

Text only | Help

B B Explore the BBC

ADVERTISEMENT

E’B © MMVII Site specific BBC Help About the BBC

Footer links Accessibility Help Contact Us

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external internet sites .
Upto a maximum Jobs Terms of Use

of Four? Advertising Privacy & Cookies
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[0. Putting 1t together

The design to the right is purely an exercise to illustrate
how we can pull all the elements in this document

together on one page.

Text only | Help

B|B|C

Vivamus volutpat

Nulla eleifend
Proin interdum
Nonummy congue
Integer

Libero mauris
Vestibulum nulla
Aliqguam felis

Nec justo
Pellentesque orci

Quis turpis

Nullam egestas
Dignissim diam

Duis sed justo
Nunc venenatis arcu

In porta urna
Ut elit praesent
Leo sed arcu
Porta culis felis

Ac massa

B | B | C RN\

The BBC is not responsible for
the content of external internet sites of Four?

[ N W
Local Masthead

Pellentesque orci mauris posuere

@ Email this to a friend (&) Print

Embedded Media Player
optimal 400x225

Quisque aliguam sapien non odio.

Neque porro quisquam est qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet,
consectetur, adipisci velit.

Aliguam a mi in est hendrerit
vehicula. Cras suscipit pede sit amet
est. Nam id erat. Quisque eget mi.
Duis a augue eleifend urna blandit Image
imperdiet. Duis mattis turpis eu nulla. 206 width
Pellentesque nec augue vel leo feu-
giat dignissim. Sed urna sapien,
mollis eget, suscipit a, placerat. Eu,
tellus. Pellentesque fermentum. Nunc N\ Nulla condimentum nonummy
sapien. Etiam sed lectus. Nulla il Cgf]rc‘]?r'n';%rtir; 'gz‘r’\g‘r:rﬁ?“
facilisi. Mauris sem sem, aliquet non, nunc. Lorem ipsum dolor. rr
porttitor id, porta vitae, ipsum. Sed
urna sapien, mollis eget, suscipit.

Citation

Etiam imperdiet lacus sit amet dui. Nam eget metus. Nam est. Fusce
pretium tortor vitae est porta lobortis. Praesent porta facilisis dui.
Praesent dui massa.

Ut venenatis lorem eu sapien. Nulla vitae lorem vel orci mattis imperdiet.
Maecenas fermentum tortor sed leo. Etiam in lorem a tellus congue

Site specific
Footer links

Upto a maximum

Explore the BBC

» Sed vehicula ipsum ut mauris in adipiscing.
09 Aug 07 | Curabitur ante

» Curabitur tincidunt pede vestibulum tempus
14 May 07 | Curabitur ante

» Fusce sodales ornare justo vivamus vitae mi
03 Oct 06 | Curabitur ante

» Donec dolor nisi, consequat id, posuere quis
14 Jul 06 | Curabitur ante

» Morbi quis est nam ac ante ornare justo
27 Sep 06 | Curabitur ante

Advertisement
Medium rectangle
300 x 250px

» Donec fermentum dolor nec arcu
» Aliquet

The BBC is not responsible for the content of
external internet sites

BBC Help About the BBC
Accessibility Help Contact Us
Jobs Terms of Use

Advertising Privacy & Cookies
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Appendix |

—collapsible columns

Ads will be shown on some sites to international users
of the site. When those pages are viewed by a UK facing
audience the ad will not display.

In it's place the content will either move up into the
space (collapsible columns), or alternate content of the
same column width will appear in it's place.

27 Sep 06 | Technology

3 at midnight on e kg the Color ol Diregms

ily marketed titles

be getting Halo 3?

de Halo 3. Grab a
sing the form below:

RIGHT HAND COLUMN SHOWN WITH AND WITHOUT MPU AD

ADVERT

TIFEANY & Co

Text only | Help

B|B|C

Text only | Help

B|B|C

MASTHEAD WITH AND WITHOUT LEADERBOARD AD

3 at midnight on
ily marketed titles

be getting Halo 3?

ide Halo 3. Grab a

sing the form below:

27 Sep 06 | Technology

» Eurogamer - Halo 3 review
» Bungie

The BBC is not responsible for the content of
external internet sites

TOP TECHNOLOGY STORIES

» Abuse fight targets social sites
» Games event highlights positives
» Microsoft to carry out EU ruling

E\) News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

Blae 15 the Cobor ol Dreams

Explore the BBC

Explore the BBC
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Appendix 2

—sample local mastheads

BRITISH STYLE GENIUS

Fapinime e AR

O RS MEWS CHAKNEL

Warki LATEST: Woman sha tave had miase mare lkeEy o feees | Y Dol caie I_" . Episeas High Blrast | Taiborad | bedes | i Cauwiry ! | Blraw 1 Figmh ivarigy

e UK and central hanks cut m - m b e e e U e R e e B e Ll e i
K e 1 JEE g

SPORT

Oy i inind sk 13: 31 GHT, Wedreagwy, § Qcodar 1038 14:11 Uk S prt Pt | )
Frviial FOOTERLL: Usfa could ban foohall Ciubs in S s o b
Criguil

OIS

100 1o examine Belling o = O

Ragby Uriar

BBC TWO

Faploms e 0T
WTIT

-'. .'. & - J-
gelale|c|BlE|FlG[H[a]d]|a]L]m]
(rlcFlglRISITIUlw mla]r]z]

vl lpceimE | Londen [charsga |

ENTERTAINMENT

Explorr the EBC

i
T ™ Bhota Galery » Maxt 11 Hours | v&earch |

B E U ' &D Global Visual Language 2.0 - BBC design guidelines for the web. Lyra Xharra Loxha, Steve Gibbons. Last modified at 7:27 PM, 22 October 2008 46



