
European Day of Languages 2016 

Annual competition for schools goes national 

 

Before we forget how to write with our hands …. 

 

This year’s competition celebrates all our Languages through the gift of handwriting and of 

sending / receiving personal messages by post. Next year marks 180 years since Rowland 

Hill’s Post Office reform in the UK, which enabled mass communication in writing; with the 

technological developments of the 21st Century some learners do not often experience the 

pleasure of receiving post, or learn about how to compose and address a piece of mail.  

 

 

The earliest known picture postcard was a 

hand-painted design on card, posted in 

Fulham in London to the writer Theodore 

Hook in 1840. (Wikipedia) 

 

 

The organizing committee in the North-East region invites language learners in any key 

stage to create a message from anywhere in the world 

on the theme of celebration 

For pupils in key stage 2 this might be laid out like a postcard (see photocopiable template 

below) – with an image on the reverse; 

For older pupils we would expect a longer format, e.g. maybe a letter, and the task may need 

a little research. Examples (not exclusive): 

 An invitation 

 A note for a time capsule 

 A letter from the past 

 A message in a bottle 

 Anything else!  

The message should be handwritten* and must include words in a language or languages 

other than English, and could include imagery relating to the concept ‘message from the 

world’. The imagery could be a relevant illustration or graphic, for instance, a Language 

calligramme; flags are to be avoided.  

No entry can be larger than a sheet of A4 paper. 



Judges will look at the Language in the text, rather than the quality of the image or the 

perfection of the handwriting. 

This theme relates to targets in Literacy, register and genre, as well as world issues in 

SMSC. 

All entries should be clearly marked with the pupil’s name, age, class, teacher and school. 

Please give teacher contact details on the pro forma below for your bundle of entries so that 

we can contact winners. 

We reserve the right to use winning entries including the photographs for display or 

promotional purposes and will inform you accordingly through newsletters or e-bulletins. 

Please note that entries cannot be returned.  

Entries are to be sent to: EDL Competition, c/o René Koglbauer, Network for Languages, 

School of Education, Communication and Language Sciences, King George VI Building, 

Newcastle University, NE1 7RU  

The intention is that this might form an activity in your school around the European Day of 

Languages itself (Monday, 26th September), so the deadline for submission of entries will be: 

Friday, 7th October 2016.  

Vouchers will be offered to the winners; there will be one winner for each key stage, up to 

and including KS5. Runner-up prizes may also be awarded at the judges’ discretion. In the 

event of insufficient entries of good quality in any specific key stage no prize will be awarded; 

the judges’ decision is final. 

The judges are made up of the competition organisers and our sponsors.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes 

René Koglbauer      Steven Fawkes 

rene.koglbauer@newcastle.ac.uk    steven.fawkes@gmx.com 

Network for Languages NE    ALL NE 

 

* Pupils who do not write by hand may submit an entry via their usual writing tool. 

 

mailto:rene.koglbauer@newcastle.ac.uk
mailto:steven.fawkes@gmx.com


Resources for assembly, meetings etc.  
 
http://www.virgin.com/richard-branson/bring-back-the-pen 

http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/explore/ 

http://edl.ecml.at/Abouttheday/Whatisit/tabid/1760/language/en-GB/Default.aspx 

http://www.all-languages.org.uk/resources/themefortnight/european-day-of-

languages/ 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 

Teacher contact details pro forma (to be returned with entries) 

 

School name: 

Address: 

Head teacher: 

Teacher contact name: 

Teacher contact email address: 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 
The photocopiable template on the next page is offered as a suggestion only - for 
KS2 classes. Pupils are welcome to design their message differently, following the 
guidance above. 
 

http://www.virgin.com/richard-branson/bring-back-the-pen
http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/explore/
http://edl.ecml.at/Abouttheday/Whatisit/tabid/1760/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Postcard template: Text side for message and address: 

 

 

…………… Fold here for illustrated side: to be designed by students ……………… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


