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Your Language Teaching Toolkit 
Taking stock and stocking up  

with fresh ideas that work   
 

 

All sessions: 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
(except session 4, which runs 6-8pm)  

 

King Edward VII School 
Sheffield, Glossop Road, 

The Library in the Old Building  
 

 

 

1.  

 

Time to freshen up! 
 

Every now and again comes the time where we feel the need to rethink how 
we do things and add new ideas and approaches to our repertoire of 
teaching strategies. To maintain student motivation whilst at the same 
keeping a healthy work-life balance, we need a variety of go-to activities 
which promote engagement and progression and also need little or no 
preparation. This series of events will help you to refresh your “box of tricks” 
with new ideas that work and are smart and practical.  

The starting point will be the Teaching Schools Council’s Modern Foreign 
Languages Review and their recommendations, followed by a series of 
related talks and seminars, all aiming to support teachers in their efforts to 
motivate and raise the attainment of their students, whilst at the same time 
maintaining their own motivation and enthusiasm for language teaching and, 
not least, helping them to manage the workload. This often involves building a 
repertoire of effective and engaging activities which involve little preparation.  
 

 

 

Cost of the Series:  
You can either attend on your own or bring your whole Department for one competitive fee:  

Individuals: For the whole series, i.e. all 7 events:  £ 85 (ALL individual members);  

£ 150 (non-members)  

Groups / Departments (irrespective of number of participants ):  

For the whole series, i.e. all 6 events:    £ 145 (ALL group members);  

£ 250 (non-members)  

Associate Members (= PGCE students): all 6 events (no matter how many are attended): £ 15  
 

To take advantage of the reduced fee for ALL members, please take out membership prior to booking:  
www.all-languages.org.uk   
 

HOW TO BOOK: Fill in the attached booking form and return before Half-Term,  

by Friday, 27th October 2017 at the latest. 
 

 

 

In partnership with: 

King Edward 
VII School 

 

http://www.all-languages.org.uk/
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Session 1 
Tuesday 7th November 2017  

 

Introduction: What the TLC’s MFL Review says 

 

Dr Emma Marsden / Steven Fawkes 
 

At the start of this year's series we will examine the Teaching Schools Council’s Modern Foreign Languages 
Review and their recommendations. What can we apply to the classroom today? What will make a 
difference?  
Emma will report from her work on the TSC MFL Advisory Group, with a particular focus on the grammar 

and vocabulary aspects of the Review. Steven in turn will broaden out the issue into things that are 
relevant in individual schools and to individual teachers and remind people of the pointers for their 
school leadership teams, and what messages we need to send to ensure the position of Languages 
in the curriculum of our schools.  
 

Dr Emma Marsden is a Senior Lecturer at the University of York, Director of Research in the Department 
of Education and Deputy Leader of the Centre for Research in Language Learning and Use. She was a 
member of the Teaching School Council’s Advisory Group and as such involved in the compilation of the 
Review. 
Steven Fawkes is ALL’s national membership officer, has been President twice and is now a Fellow of 
the Association. He is Chair of the ALL North-East Branch, and supports Branches, Networks, Hubs as 
well as the Primary SIG, ITET and the ALL Literature project. Steven taught Languages in Co. Durham 
before becoming an MFL adviser for the county, working in curriculum development in special and 
comprehensive schools. At the BBC he developed TV, radio, print and internet resources for Schools 
Languages before taking the overview of policy across the schools area. He is a consultant and author 
and works in CPD and ITE contexts. 

 

 
 

Session 2 
Thursday 7th December 2017 

 

Strategies that enthuse and motivate  

students of all ages 
 

Jennifer Wozniak 
Lead Practitioner and SLE 

 
In this session the speaker will share strategies and ideas that motivate pupils to learn a foreign language. 
A range of practical ideas for listening, speaking, writing, reading and grammar skills will be presented.  
 

Jennifer Wozniak is a Lead Practitioner for T&L and Specialist Leader in Education in MFL who was 
born in Lyon and moved to Lancashire in 2008. She has a wide experience of teaching French from KS1 
to KS4. She is passionate about languages and loves creating new resources for her classes. 
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Session 3 
Thursday 18th January 2018 

 

Developing Writing Skills  

for the New GCSE Examination 
 

David Shanks 
MFL Constultant and Lead Practitioner, MFL Course Lead at the Harris Federation 

 

This session will present and discuss the changes and resulting implications of the new MFL 
GCSEs on the teaching and learning of writing skills.  From a broader theoretical starting point, 
we will look at practical strategies that will help students succeed in the new paper 4 
exam.  Balancing the demands of the new exam and our desire to develop creative, motivated 
and purposeful L2 writers will be a key consideration. 
 

David Shanks has worked in a range of schools, from challenging inner city London schools to 
a flagship academy and a top-rated international schools. His previous positions include Director 
of Initial Teacher Training, Head of MFL, Head of Maths, NQT Co-ordinator, Professional Mentor 
and Subject Mentor. David is passionate about lifelong learning, sharing best practice and initial 
teacher training. His key interests lie in technology in the classroom, behaviour management 
and the use of film and creativity.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Session 4 

Thursday 25th January 2018 -  start time: 6pm 
 

Creative Grammar 
Building up Language Skills for GCSE and Beyond 

 

Isabelle Jones 
Head of MFL and SLN Lead Teacher 

 

The aim of the session will be to introduce delegates to a range of strategies to develop 
grammatical knowledge and skills from KS2 to KS5 with the objective to create language learners 
who feel empowered to carry on studying languages. It would include the learning and teaching of 
key patterns and structures through translation, music, literature and ICT amongst other things. 
 

Isabelle Jones is an experienced MFL teacher and Head of Modern Languages, a French and 
Spanish specialist with experience of Primary French and Spanish, German and EAL, as well as 
having had leading roles as an ALL Secondary Adviser, a trainer for for Links into Languages and 
SLN Lead Teacher for Oldham. She is also a qualified Translator and Interpreter and frequently 
speaks at national conferences.  
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Session 5 
Wednesday 30th January 2018 

 

The Final Countdown 

Revision Revisited 
 

Juliet Park 
Director of MFL, SLE for the Wakefield Academies Trust 

 

This session will focus on the lead up to the new exam, how we can help our students prepare 
for the new exam style questions and ensure that they will be ready to independently and 
spontaneously apply grammar and have memorised sufficient vocabulary.   
This session will show effective ways to build exam style practise into your lessons and ensure 
that students are getting sufficient exposure and practise both in the classroom and 
independently to help maximise their performance.  
 

Juliet Park is an experienced Head of Languages, Director of MFL, and Specialist Leader in 
Education for the Wakefield Academies Trust. She is a national trainer and writer of creative 
resources and Lead Practitioner on Formative Assessment with the SSAT and Dylan Wiliam. 
She is a lead INSET developer and trainer for AQA and is responsible for the new course on 
preparing learners for the new GCSE. 

 
 
 

 

  

Session 6 
Tuesday 6th February 2018 

 

Speak to me! 

Spontaneous Speaking and how to achieve it 
 

Dr Rachel Hawkes 
Director of International Education and Research, CAM Academy Trust 

 

Speaking a foreign language is something most students admit to wanting to be able to do.  Yet 
this is not always what happens in the classroom.  This session explores how we as teachers 
can create the conditions for talk, and offers specific tasks and ideas that work with all learners. 
 

Rachel Hawkes works across the six schools in The CAM Academy Trust. Director of 
International Education and Research, and SLE for languages, she is also a former President 
of ALL. Co-author of the new Pearson textbook for GCSE Spanish (¡Viva!), she has a PhD from 
Cambridge University, focusing on teacher and learner interaction in the secondary languages 
classroom. 
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Session 7 
Tuesday 27th February 2018 

 

Tuning into Translation 
 

Glennis Pye 
MFL PGCE Course Tutor, St Mary’s University 

 

How can translation be incorporated into MFL lessons in ways that will engage, motivate and 
promote progress for all pupils? This workshop will explore a range of translation activities and 
examine how these can support pupils of all abilities in many aspects of their language learning 
and at the same time foster positive attitudes towards the ‘art’ of translation in general. 
 

Glennis Pye is one of the MFL course tutors on the PGCE secondary programme at St Mary’s 
University in Twickenham. She also teaches on the primary trainee teacher programmes there 
and until recently continued to teach French and Spanish at a Twickenham secondary school. 
Glennis enjoys writing MFL materials and has published a range of resources for secondary 
languages. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Cost of the Series:  
You can either attend on your own or bring your whole Department for one competitive fee: 
  

Individuals: For the whole series, i.e. all 7 events:  £  85 (ALL individual members);  

£ 150 (non-members)  

 

Groups / Departments (irrespective of number of participants ):  

For the whole series, i.e. all 6 events:    £ 145 (ALL group members);  

£  250 (non-members)  
 

Associate Members (= PGCE students):  

all 6 events (no matter how many are attended):  £ 15  
 

To take advantage of the reduced fee for ALL members, please take out membership prior to 
booking:  www.all-languages.org.uk   
 

HOW TO BOOK: Fill in the attached booking form and return before Half-Term,  

by Friday, 27th October 2017 at the latest. 
 

 

 
 

http://www.all-languages.org.uk/

