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Implications for heritage languages in schools:
In England, one in five young people has a first language other than English but only around a third take a qualification in
their mother tongue. In part this is because their skills go unrecognised by the exam system, which now accredits only a
handful of community languages. Official recognition of language expertise through national examination is felt by many to
be a crucial next step if England is serious about developing its multilinguistic capital. This innovative LF model is therefore a
valuable contribution to the community language agenda.
There seem to be several further reasons why encouraging students to maintain and develop their community language
proficiency should be supported in schools: firstly, a recognition of the intrinsic value of language learning and maintenance
and secondly a greater acceptance that first language development is supportive of second language development. There is
both theoretical and empirical support for the notion that L1 or community language development can support L2 (in this
case, English) language development, which may strengthen the overall outcomes for students at secondary level. This study
provides further empirical support for the benefits of teaching community languages in schools:

1. Progress and attainment

For most of the Language Futures (LF) students, the predicted LF grade is above, or significantly above their average predicted
grade for their remaining GCSE subjects. The impact of receiving positive attainment data in one subject, in this case the LF
language, may be associated with higher levels of motivation, both for
L2 learning in particular, and school learning more generally.
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