
   
 

Saturday, 23rd November, 2019 
10.00-12:30 

(The Manchester Grammar School) 

The New GCSE and A Level - Update 
(Rhona Thomson (AQA)) 

 
 

Summer, 2019 was another chance to tackle the latest examinations at GCSE 
and A Level, so most people will be far more confident about preparing their 
candidates for the challenges of the papers. We did, however, feel that 
colleagues would still appreciate a little more input and reassurance from 
someone who is really ‘in the know’. We are therefore delighted to be 
welcoming back Rhona Thomson, Curriculum Manager for Languages at 
the AQA to bring us up to date on how candidates are coping with the tasks 
and how best to help them develop techniques to improve their skills and 
avoid pitfalls. On this occasion Rhona will split the session into two distinct 
parts, one for GCSE and one for A Level, but it may well be the case that 
slightly more time will be devoted to the GCSE. Whether or not you taught 
classes to both levels last year, you will, no doubt, be very keen to find out 
how the examinations went in general, what lessons are still to be learned and 
how to make the most of the time left to prepare candidates for the 
examinations next summer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that all are welcome, whether or not you teach these 
specifications at the moment. The session will obviously also be of particular 

In association with the 

 

 

 

This update will stress the main ‘lessons learned’ and 
draw on the Reports on the Examination and published 
Mark Schemes to discuss general performance in the 
2019 exams at GCSE and A Level; there will be particular 
emphasis on those areas that teachers should consider 
ahead of the 2020 examinations.  
 
Please note that this session will not include any 
exemplar marked work; teachers should still register for 
one of the Feedback meetings put on by the AQA which 
are taking place in November-December.  
 



benefit to NQTs and FLAs. Rhona is an excellent speaker with outstanding 
knowledge of the specifications and also the ability to clarify points in detail; 
her calm delivery is always very much appreciated by her audiences. Do join 
us for a very informative session and the opportunity to meet and discuss 
issues with other language colleagues. Why not bring the whole department?  
 
We are very grateful to The Manchester Grammar School for providing the 
venue and equipment for this event: 
 

The Manchester Grammar School,  
Old Hall Lane, 

Manchester, M13 0XT. 
(Free parking in school grounds) 

http://www.mgs.org/6/contact-us 
http://www.maps.google.co.uk  

 
(The door will be manned from 9.30 a.m. onwards.  

Having parked, please follow ALL signs to designated room: Sieff Theatre.) 
 

Contact mobile for the day : (Yorke Menzies) 07720 469 319 
 

For details of fees and how to book, please see below. 
 

Fees 
ALL Members:  £10 
Non-members:   £30 
NQTs:  £5 
PGCE students (Non-members):  £5 
PGCE (Associate members) / FLAs:  Free of charge 
We take payments on the day: cash or cheque. (Please make cheques payable to 
ALL (Manchester Branch). We regret that it is not possible to take payment by 
credit or debit card.) 
 
It is important that we know in advance if you would like to attend. If you wish to do 

so, please contact Gina Hall, preferably by email: turnerhall4952@aol.com. 
Please apply by Tuesday, 19th November, if possible. 
by phone: 0161 973 1599; by post: 20, Earlesfield Close, Sale, Cheshire, M33 4UR.  
 
We shall need the following information from you: 
Name (Surname; First name(s) in that order please): 
Establishment: 
Member* / Non-member* / NQT* / PGCE (Non-member)* / PGCE (Associate 
members)* / FLA*  
Contact phone number (one at which you can be reached at short notice): 
Email: 
Receipt required: Yes / No* 
Main teaching sector(s): *Primary Languages / *Middle School / *Secondary 11 – 16 / 
*6th Form / *FE / *HE / *Adult (This is to give us some idea of the potential audience which helps us 

and the speaker.) 

Languages taught:  
(*Please delete as appropriate) 

We look forward to seeing you! 
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