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A and AS Level 2021 Results - ALL Trustees Comments 

 

“Very many congratulations to all A and AS-level language students and their teachers in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland on their achievements in this second exceptional year. In particular, we acknowledge the massive 

task undertaken by teachers who had to set and mark assessments while still preparing lessons and supporting 

students both in the classroom and online.  For language teachers, the listening and speaking elements made this an 

especially demanding task.  However, we are very  concerned  that the  numbers entered for ‘other modern 

languages, although showing a slight increase from last year, are still very low compared with 2019 and that, as last 

year, some of these  candidates not achieved their A level because of the difficulty of providing  evidence of 

achievement for teacher assessed grades where  the language being studied is not taught as part of the school 

curriculum.  

 

Whilst it is encouraging to see that numbers taking A level Spanish continue to rise  and that the percentage entered 

for A level French has remained stable, we are extremely concerned that entries for German at A level are falling year 

on year and that the total number of students taking a language at A-level remains very low, raising concerns about 

the UK’s ability to produce enough qualified linguists for the country’s needs. It is essential that the matter of severe 

grading of language GCSEs is resolved so that more students are encouraged to continue with a language to GCSE 

and then on to A level. ” 
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