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Dear ALL members, 

I hope this busy term is going smoothly for you so far. I would like to take this 

opportunity to introduce myself and to share a spring update with you. 

 

Introductions 

As the Languages Subject Advisor at Pearson, I am here to support teachers with Edexcel 
language qualifications. My role also includes delivering training, promoting language learning 
and advising on MFL-related matters and developments. 

I am an experienced MFL teacher with 17 years of secondary classroom experience teaching 
French and Spanish. I studied French and Italian at university and have spent time living in both 
countries, including several years working at Poitiers University in France. 

I also have a background in digital publishing and spent eight years working for Teachit, first as 
Languages Editor and then as Senior Content Lead. I joined Pearson Edexcel in September 2021 
and am looking forward to meeting you in person at future languages events. 

 

New GCSEs in French, German and Spanish 

On 14 January 2022, the DfE and Ofqual published the long-awaited results of their consultation 

on the revised content and assessment for French, German and Spanish GCSEs.  

It has now been confirmed that these will be introduced for first teaching from September 

2024. Students currently in year 7 will therefore be the first to sit these examinations in 

May/June 2026. 

We recently ran an online Network event to keep teachers informed and the slides are now 

available on our website. 

Read the consultation outcomes: 

DfE subject content response 

Ofqual assessment decisions 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_MFL_Network_February_2022.zip
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-modern-foreign-languages-mfl-subject-content-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-modern-foreign-languages-mfl-subject-content-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-modern-foreign-languages-mfl-subject-content-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revised-gcse-qualifications-in-modern-foreign-languages


Summer 2022 amendments 

Please check the summer 2022 support tabs of the relevant subject qualification pages of our 

website for the specific amendments that apply. You can navigate to the language qualifications 

that you teach from our languages landing page, for example to check the French, German and 

Spanish GCSE summer 2022 support. 

Advance information (AI)  

AI was published on 7 February 2022 to help your students focus their revision time and is 

specific to each language qualification. You can download quick links to the languages that you 

teach here or look on the summer 2022 support pages. 

Other amendments 

Details of other changes as they apply to specific language qualifications – for example, 

optionality and vocabulary restrictions/glossing for GCSE languages – can also be checked on 

the summer 2022 support tabs. 

Grading 

In summer 2022, all awarding bodies will set grade boundaries based on a profile that reflects a 

midpoint between 2021 and pre-pandemic grading, in line with Ofqual guidance. This is 

designed to provide a safety net for students, to reflect the disruption this cohort has 

experienced during the course.  

Contingency and support 

Guidance on contingency arrangements and more support is available on our website: 

• Summer 2022 support page 

• FAQ page 

• Drop-in sessions on summer 2022 assessments in March and April 

• January 2022 update for GCE and A level languages 

• January 2022 update for international languages qualifications 

 

New diversity and inclusion resource 

If you are interested in diversifying the MFL curriculum, you will love our new teaching resource 

on Mexico. It explores the tension between cultural appreciation and appropriation when 

celebrating Día de los Muertos. It also highlights some less well-known aspects of Mexican 

culture, including the colonial narrative, Aztec language and poetry, and indigenous activism. 

Explore more resources in our ‘Why languages matter’ collection. 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016/summer-2022-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/german-2016/summer-2022-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2016/summer-2022-support.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/feed/0D55p0000Gi78yPCQQ
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ofquals-approach-to-grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2022-and-autumn-2021
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/summer-2022-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/summer-2022-support/frequently-asked-questions.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/search.html?_charset_=UTF-8&tpd_uk_prod%5Bquery%5D=drop-in
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvmMmdDrfCE&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOrRT_FEzm4&t=2s
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/subjects/modern-languages/B1005-Mexico-resource.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/subjects/modern-languages/B1005-Mexico-resource.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/modern-languages/why-languages-matter.html


Keep in touch 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or would like more support.  

Best wishes,  

Sheena 

• Follow me on Twitter: @PearsonMFLquals 

• Join the languages community for the qualifications you are teaching 

• Sign up for my monthly email updates on languages 

• Contact us via our website 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.ocrm1.pearson.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dca44da646ea7a11cc7d80985ac967f35492ea9b2eefe166781b2e6b035d515fae5807c698c11f36259142861b0e69e258bf072a9934f4d41&data=04%7C01%7Csheena.newland%40pearson.com%7Cd051bbd696a84cfa2e9c08d9bb207d51%7C8cc434d797d047d3b5c514fe0e33e34b%7C0%7C0%7C637746570501461942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BtWikMIhUTGYgpbVjLQi5DDF6qumRuvevDd5ZFmkS5s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.ocrm1.pearson.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dca44da646ea7a11ce4093b1d782026cf6cdb80fe775ace0b3b0c5196d72b02b271fb8239565bb2d67ae3f396f2b3308b3edc68b29c9f3280&data=04%7C01%7Csheena.newland%40pearson.com%7Cd051bbd696a84cfa2e9c08d9bb207d51%7C8cc434d797d047d3b5c514fe0e33e34b%7C0%7C0%7C637746570501471938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6gZUynCkljUKdCqgd4y8Y6mQ5JcjBwI3gNIxImxGOw4%3D&reserved=0
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.ocrm1.pearson.com%2F%3Fqs%3Dca44da646ea7a11cd2c3a3225e2057d816592f80b801197d2811e874f2939d43dea1e7fc6d8ce304112fd3d16206b19e651da44f394c5f3e&data=04%7C01%7Csheena.newland%40pearson.com%7Cd051bbd696a84cfa2e9c08d9bb207d51%7C8cc434d797d047d3b5c514fe0e33e34b%7C0%7C0%7C637746570501481930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XyqnJeiQwsyCZCV9ot0vLOIbZRTXB53wwvrjQR5ZSvE%3D&reserved=0

