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Aims for todays’ session

• Darnelle Constant-Shepherd – Introduction and language diversity 
and awareness activity

• Amy Lennon - Exploration of francophone countries and sharing of 
classroom example

• Ellie Chettle-Cully – Wider francophone world in language lessons 
and beyond

• Discussion & Questions & Answers



Official views on bilingualism

No child should be expected to cast off the language and 

culture of the home as he [sic] crosses the school 

threshold, nor to live and act as though school and home 

represent two separate and different cultures which have to 

be kept firmly apart.
The Bullock Report (1975): A Language for Life

Successful schools
• show they value all children’s home languages; 

• where possible, use home languages in teaching to support 
understanding; 

• encourage and, where possible, build on children’s literacy 
development in home languages as well as English.

Home languages in the literacy hour    Jun. 2002

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/features/literacy/659491/917781



Languages and the world

19th July 2019

• There are over 7,000 spoken languages in the world, yet the internet 
is dominated by just 10 languages. But, how does this affect the rest 
of the world of non-dominant languages when using the internet. 
(https://www.languagematters.co.uk/languagematters-is-a-leading-recruitment-consultancy)

• How many languages are spoken in the English Primary schools?

https://www.languagematters.co.uk/languagematters-is-a-leading-recruitment-consultancy


Changing views of bilingualism

“We propose to call a person bilingual when, in addition to his first 
language, he is similarly proficient in another language and has the 
ability to use either of them to equal effect in any circumstances”   

Siguan and Mackay 1987 Education and Bilingualism

“In England the term is currently used to refer to pupils who live in two 
languages, who have access to, or need to use, two or more languages 
at home and at school. It does not mean that they have fluency in both 
languages or that they are competent and literate in both languages”

Deryn Hall 1995 Assessing the needs of bilingual pupils



Dialect

“Regional variations of grammar and 
vocabulary in spoken English. Speakers and 
writers may move between dialects as 
appropriate for a situation or audience. 
Dialects, like standard English, change over 
time”.

DfEE. NLS framework for teaching 1998



Languages in the community

• The UK has a major linguistic asset in its multicultural population -
more than 1 in 8 primary school children speak a language other than 
English. Developing their language skills wisely and inclusively 
alongside English will benefit society as a whole as well as improving 
the life chances of individual children. 

Positively Plurilingual: The contribution of community languages to UK education 
and society - CiLT (2006)



What do we know about languages?

Possible issues are: 

• Low status languages such as Roma, Kurdish i.e. low status in home countries, and therefore possibly 
hidden by families here.

Political pressures e.g. Turkish and Kurdish families.

• Languages may not have a written form e.g. Sylheti (Sylhet, Bangladesh), Mirpuri (Kashmir, Pakistan), 
and therefore children have to learn another dialect to read/write the standard form

• Languages may not be used for education and therefore not mentioned in school settings by parents

• May signal significant divisions e.g. race, identity and class, between children e.g. different languages of 
Nigeria

NB (Nigeria has over 500 languages – the main ones are Hausa, Kanuri, Igbo, Yoruba, Edo, Ibibo.  
English is the official language of Nigeria yet more than 50% cannot speak it.  Most Nigerians speak 
more than one language)



• To explore the linguistic nature of your schools and classrooms and 
the ways in which this can be shared by pupils, teachers and 
parents/carers.



Language awareness in your classroom



Linguists have often used trees and branches as metaphors to explain and map the 

connections between language groups. Photograph: Minna Sundberg

What languages do pupils in 

your classroom speak at home?

Who do they speak it to?

When did they learn it?

Have they been to the country 

where this language is spoken?

Where is that country? Can they 

pinpoint it on a world map?

Do members of their family 

speak other languages?

Can they bring a book in the 

home language to show their 

classmates/to put on display /

The languages in your classroom…

http://emedia.leeward.hawaii.edu/hurley/Ling102web/mod6_world/6mod6.1_historical.htm


Turn to your neighbour 

and ask them about 

their own language 

history.

Ask them about the first time 

they realised that not 

everyone speaks the same 

language.

Despite being close geographically, the tree highlights the distinct 

linguistic origins of Finnish from other languages in Scandinavia. 

Finnish belongs to the Uralic language family and shares roots with 

some indigenous tongues in Scandinavia such as Sami.

Photograph: Minna Sundberg

http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/dec/22/-sp-reindeer-herders-an-app-and-the-fight-to-save-a-language


Have a go at recording 

children speaking 

Ukrainian or any home 

language that learners 

have and use it as a 

listening activity..

Listen class what do 

you hear?

What does it sound 

like?

Have you heard this 

before? Where did you 

hear it?



The size of the leaves on the trees is intended to indicate –

roughly – how many people speak each language. It shows 

the relative size of English as well as its Germanic roots.

Photograph: Minna Sundberg

A display of all the 

languages spoken by 

your pupils or spoken by 

their parents in the 

classroom…



Reference:

https://www.theguardian.com/education/gallery/2015/jan/23/a-language-

family-tree-in-pictures#img-4

https://www.theguardian.com/education/gallery/2015/jan/23/a-language-family-tree-in-pictures#img-4


“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his 
head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart,” 

(Former South African President Nelson Mandela)

New ALL Primary Decolonising the MFL Primary Curriculum

https://www.all-languages.org.uk/about/community/special-interest-
groups/de-colonising-the-curriculum/

First Meeting On-line Tuesday 13/06/2023 4.30 -5.30 p.m.

Link to join -

https://www.all-languages.org.uk/about/community/special-interest-groups/de-colonising-the-curriculum/


AMY Lennon Presentation

• Languages lead (22-23), Y5 class teacher and KS2 French teacher 

• Went from 1 hour 10 minutes a week to only 35 minutes (!) this 
year in my setting so time is very tight!

• Had to halve the scheme of work – gave me an opportunity to 
review and realise how Eurocentric it was

• As the year has progressed I have tweaked little bits week by 
week





?







Cross curricular links

Then we watched some 

of their music and 

dancing and learnt the 

basic salsa steps!



















Cross Curricular - R.E and MFL 



Christmas





Ellie Chettle-Cully’s Presentation

My context:

• Languages and International Lead. 
• Specialist French teacher for KS2 and Year 6 teacher. 
• Children have between 40 and 50 minutes of French a week.
• Each class has 40 minutes of ring-fenced ‘International Time’ each 

half term for children to work on links with schools abroad.  

































Q & A Panel

Discussion, questions & answers and 
sharing practice or ideas



Links and references

Ellie Chettle-Cully’s blog:

https://myprimarylanguagesclassroom.com/blog/

Twitter : @ECCMFL

Amy Lennon’s :

https://reflect.ucl.ac.uk/pgce-primary-specialism-1920-teacher-
enquiries/2020/12/14/raising-childrens-intercultural-understanding-of-
france-to-increase-motivation-for-language-learning-using-drama-by-amy-
lennon/

https://www.creativeml.ox.ac.uk/blog/exploring-multilingualism/vive-la-
france-bringing-french-revolution-life-through-drama/index.html

Suzi Bewell’s :

https://pollyglotlanguages.wordpress.com/

https://myprimarylanguagesclassroom.com/blog/
https://reflect.ucl.ac.uk/pgce-primary-specialism-1920-teacher-enquiries/2020/12/14/raising-childrens-intercultural-understanding-of-france-to-increase-motivation-for-language-learning-using-drama-by-amy-lennon/
https://www.creativeml.ox.ac.uk/blog/exploring-multilingualism/vive-la-france-bringing-french-revolution-life-through-drama/index.html
https://pollyglotlanguages.wordpress.com/

