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Theme: Language Trends (England) 2025

Background: Language Trends is the annual review of trends in Languages Education
commissioned by the British Council.

Key messages:
The Languages Trends (England) 2025 report identifies these headlines findings for
2025:

e At primary level, French continues to be the most widely taught language.

e No reported improvements with regards to primary-secondary transition.

e Spanish has overtaken French as the most popular GCSE language, while
access to German is close to disappearing in less affluent school settings.

e Uptake for Modern Languages GCSEs is more than 20% higher in the most
affluent state-funded schools.

e State-funded (60+%) and independent schools (50+%) report difficulties
recruiting language teachers.

e While last year’s data has shown a slight increase in A-level uptake, small class
sizes challenge longer-term sustainability of such courses.

Points for reflection / action:

Primary-Secondary Contact
49% of state Primary schools have contact with a local state secondary school in
relation to language learning.

What could we / should we do to increase contact between local state primary and
secondary schools to enhance the languages experience and make languages a key
feature of transition and better continuity from KS2-KS3?

Let ALL know, email: info@ALL-Lanquages.org.uk subject ‘KS2-KS3’



mailto:info@ALL-Languages.org.uk

Al (Artificial Intelligence) for language teaching has not been widely adopted by
primary and secondary teachers.

What should ALL offer to help upskill languages teachers (and their learners) in using Al
as a force for good in the languages teacher toolkit and classroom?

Let ALL know, email: info@ALL-Langquages.org.uk subject ‘Al for language teaching’

International Engagement

One of the most positive features in this year’s Language report, namely international
engagement. This year’s report shows that schools have returned to offering
international opportunities nearly back to pre-pandemic level. Most of those schools
have not utilised the available Turing funding.

Can you share stories or strategies to raise awareness and access to Turing Funding
and enable more schools to further increase international engagement?
Let ALL know, email: info@ALL-Languages.org.uk subject ‘Turing’

References:

You can read the Language Trends (England) 2025 report in full here:
https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/lanquage trends england 2025.pdf
It includes a bibliography.

This Briefing has been prepared by volunteers from the ALL Council and is for the
benefit of ALL members.
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policy of the Association for Language Learning.

This Briefing should not be copied or circulated without permission.
Association for Language Learning, 1A Duffield Road

Little Eaton, Derby DE21 5DR

Encourage others to join us via
www.ALL-Languages.org.uk



mailto:info@ALL-Languages.org.uk
mailto:info@ALL-Languages.org.uk
https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/language_trends_england_2025.pdf
http://www.all-languages.org.uk/

