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The Curriculum and Assessment Review and the Government’s 

immediate response were both published on 5 November 2025. 

HHCL were not specifically referenced in either document, however 

there was the announcement that alternative accreditation for 

languages will be explored, including the potential of a ‘new stepped 

language qualification’. In the Government’s words “in languages we 

will consider the feasibility of qualifications that recognise pupils’ 

achievements earlier than GCSE and can motivate them to continue 

studying and developing their language abilities.” It is hoped that this 

‘new languages qualification’ will include a wider range of languages 

than those currently offered at GCSE and A Level in England. As 

Bernardette Holmes MBE Director of the National Consortium for 

Languages Education (NCLE) states “the prospect of a new stepped 

qualification alongside GCSE and A Level is exciting and will 

introduce a fresh dynamic in the range of languages that can be 

accredited including home, heritage, and community languages, 

and in how to motivate young people to take control of their own 

learning in school and in life.” In addition, included in the range of 

measures related to languages is the funding of NCLE beyond 

February 2026, which as an organisation will continue to support the 

wider recognition of home, heritage and community languages in 

schools and their accreditation. NCLE are currently working with ASCL 

to update their paper on “Supporting students with their home, 

heritage and community languages (secondary)” and on the ASCL 

national conference taking place on 5 February 2026 in Birmingham 

which will include a session on “Creating a culture of language 

learning” that will consider all languages including HHCL promoting 

their study in schools to young people regardless of background. 

 

HHCL NEWSLETTER 
This newsletter is being sent to colleagues involved with, or interested in, Home, Heritage or 

Community Languages in the UK. The newsletter aims to provide key information on developments 

in the field, including CPD and other events, and thereby to encourage dialogue and collaboration. 

It is planned to send out the HHCL Newsletter twice a year, in October/November and March/April. 

We are in the process of building up a mailing list of colleagues involved in supporting HHCLs in 

mainstream and community contexts. If you are not currently on the mailing list but wish to be added 

please inform steven.fawkes@ALL-languages.org.uk. Equally please inform Steven through the same 

address if you have received this issue of the Newsletter but do not wish to receive further issues. 
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ALL Language Today Journal – Special Edition 

 

Calling supplementary / complementary schools! 
The Association for Language Learning (ALL) is hoping to produce a digital version of its termly magazine 

Languages Today (LT) dedicated to telling some of the stories of the supplementary / complementary 

sector. We would like to shine a light on the positive achievements of teachers and learners in our country’s 

‘Saturday schools’ (whether they meet on a Saturday or not!)  in order to raise your profile and the profile of 

the languages (any languages!) you teach. The magazine is being edited by Jessika Rabello from the 

Brazilian Library in London, and Steven Fawkes from ALL. 

If you have a great story to tell, or know someone who has, please contact:  

steven.fawkes@ALL-Languages.org.uk who will welcome stories until the end of December 2025.  

ALL hosts the HHCL webpage where you will find other stories of interest: 

https://www.all-languages.org.uk/research-practice/language-zones/home-heritage-community-

languages/   

 

National Consortium for Language Education (NCLE) 

Language Educators Online (LEO) has been launched 

 

This CPD learning platform is completely free and funded by the Department for Education. LEO 

is built specifically for language educators. It is research-based, evidence-informed and grounded 

in real classroom experience with filmed examples of teaching practice. It is self-paced to work 

around busy schedules. Explore curated pathways with a focus on AI and Edtech or consult the 

Expert View on themes such as Translanguaging. References and how best to support HHCL are 

embedded throughout the modules available on LEO. 

 

https://ncle.ucl.ac.uk/language-educators-online/  

HHCL Professional Development Webinars 

 

National Consortium for Languages Education (NCLE) 

Languages for all – A Social Justice Issue (4-5 pm 21 January 2026) 
Every child deserves the opportunity to learn new languages in addition to those they already know. In this 

webinar, we’ll be exploring different curriculum models and pedagogical approaches which offer 

appropriate cognitive, cultural and linguistic challenge. How do we plan and deliver lessons which relate to 

the learners whom we teach? How do we create an ethos of success? You will hear from practising teachers 

from the UK and international experts. 

 

Register for the webinar here: 

https://ncle.ucl.ac.uk/ncle-cpd-webinars/  

 

Swanswell Language Network  

Supporting Home Language Qualifications at GCSE and Beyond (3.30-4.30 pm 14 January 2026) 
 

Register for the webinar here: 

 

WEBINAR: Supporting Home Language Qualifications at GCSE (google.com) 
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Cities of Languages and Other Regional Hubs  

 
In the absence of central government policy on multilingualism in England, a number of cities have chosen 

to name themselves Cities of Languages as a response to growing multilingualism and a desire to value and 

support all languages. This relates in part to education but focuses more broadly on multilingualism in 

public spaces. It has involved collaborations between universities, mainstream schools and community 

schools as well as local councils, museums, galleries, and other community organizations.  

 

In recognition of this trend, in February 2025 the UK Association for Language Learning posted a new 

page on its website entitled ‘Cities of Languages’ containing information about developments in a 

number of cities in England and Scotland (Aberdeen, Birmingham, Cambridge, Coventry, Leeds, Leicester, 

Liverpool, London, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham, Portsmouth, Sheffield) as well as a range of 

resources. It is hoped that this will encourage coordination of efforts and sharing across cities. Below there 

are reports from Sheffield, Newcastle and Leeds. 

 

Sheffield City of Languages 
 
Sheffield has a vibrant history of migration and multilingualism.  French Protestants settled in Sheffield in 

the 16th Century, and the city's famous steel industry attracted migrants from all over the world. In 2007, 

Sheffield became the UK's first "City of Sanctuary", and the annual Migration Matters Festival highlights and 

celebrates Sheffield's many cultural influences. Sheffield is a city made by its people, and Sheffield's people 

have, throughout history, been multilingual. 

 

Co-Founders of Sheffield City of Languages, Dr Sabine Little and Clare Allison are supported by a steering 

group representing, ALL Yorkshire, Association of Sign Language Interpreters, Sheffield Children’s NHS 

Foundation Trust, Sheffield City Council, Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield’s Heritage Language Schools, 

Sheffield Libraries and the University of Sheffield, 

 

Recent Events 

 

Quilt of welcome 

 

Part of the Festival of Social Science, funded by the University of Sheffield, young people from Sheffield's 

schools and hospital settings decorated fabric patches (called "blocks" in the quilting world) with words that 

made them feel happy, safe, and welcome. These blocks were stitched together, and then quilted into a 

"Quilt of Welcome" by whole community between 31st October and 2nd November 2025, at 

Sheffield’s Millennium Galleries. As the stitching took place there was an accompanying programme of 

multilingual poetry readings and story-telling. Sheffield’s “Quilt of Welcome” as an artefact will go on tour 

firstly to the schools whose young people contributed fabric patches and secondly to London libraries. 

 

Partnership with Twinkl 

 

Sheffield company Twinkl and Sheffield City of Languages came together to develop a set of resources, 

aimed at and localised especially for the city of Sheffield, which helps celebrate and normalise 

multilingualism in the city! Follow Ursa Lingua, the bear of many languages, as she explores Sheffield and its 

languages!  Whether you use these to work with language learners in your language classroom, or to 

introduce multilingualism across the board, it is a wonderful opportunity to see our multilingual city shine! 

You can access the resources here! 

 

Upcoming events include a relaunch of the Mother Tongue Other Tongue Poetry Competition for Sheffield 

and the Film Summer School which will be delivered on location in Summer 2026. 
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With support from the North East Combined Authority and 50 partners from the region, UK and 

internationally, the Festival returns in 2026 with a raft of free events, activities and resources for 

schools and community schools. The 2026 programme and website is now live and open for 

advance registrations. 

 

Home Heritage and Community Languages feature strongly in the Festival programme, both in 

terms of speakers of HHCL being able to express themselves in their own language and share their 

cultures and traditions through our multilingual projects, but also to enable those who have 

different mother tongues and backgrounds to learn more about ones they may not know much 

about through a wide range of events and activities. 

 

There majority of activities will be open to schools and community schools in the North East 

Combined Authority Area (Newcastle, Northumberland, North Tyneside, South Tyneside, 

Gateshead, Sunderland, and Durham). There will also be a programme for UK schools and some 

projects that can be done with or by schools from other countries. Schools are encouraged to 

select a range of activities across the three months of Express Yourself to maximise the benefits for 

the region’s children and young people. 

 

In 2026, the Festival will include: 

 

· four creative multilingual projects running from 6th January to 31st March 

· a wide range of world languages and cultures events and activities (live in person and 

online, as well as pre-recorded workshops with teaching resources) 

· language and culture focussed competitions 

· language taster sessions and masterclasses, including on campus experiences with 

Universities 

· languages and careers webinars and activities 

· freely available resources and activities to support language learning and teaching 

 

 

 
Back for the sixth year running, Express 
Yourself: North East FesƟval of Languages will 
engage, empower and enlighten children and 
young people. With free acƟviƟes for schools 
and community schools, they will learn about 
diverse languages and cultures and be 
inspired to take up or progress with 
languages, gain insights into other cultures, 
build their skills and confidence and help 
prepare them for life in our mulƟcultural, 
globally connected society. 
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Keep up to date with the latest news by following the Festival on social media (Instagram | 

Facebook | X), signing up to the Festival newsletter (at the bottom of the home page) and visiting 

the What’s On page from mid-November. 

 

In 2025, around 94,000 children and young people took part in 428 schools across Newcastle, 

Northumberland, North Tyneside, South Tyneside, Gateshead, Sunderland, and Durham, as well as 

schools nationwide and 10 European countries. You can find out more about the impact of the 

2025 Festival here. 

 

Join the Festival online: Website | X (twitter) | facebook | instagram 

Read Festival article: International Mother Language Day takes centre stage in February 

Declan Baharini (she/her/hers)  

Chief Executive Officer 

 
 

 

Leeds City of Languages – Festival of Languages 2025 (10-24 November) 

 

Leeds City of Languages is a vibrant celebration of the city's languages, cultures, and communities, 

highlighting our connections with the world. 

 

Originally founded as Leeds Languages Week in 2023, the initiative has grown into a regional 

festival celebrating the rich diversity of languages and cultures across Yorkshire.  

 

The year’s festival now a two week offer included free activities in schools, community spaces and 

at the University of Leeds, which inspired people of all ages to embrace multilingualism, explore 

new languages and celebrate the cultural tapestry that surrounds us. Particular sessions included 

language tasters (Arabic, Catalan, Czech, French, Greek, Italian, Kurdish, Mandarin, Portuguese, 

Quechua, Slovene, Spanish, Thai, Turkish and Ukrainian) film screenings, workshops, talks and 

much more. 

 

The initiative is led by Bettina Hermoso-Gómez and Sofia Martinho, with the support of  Professor 

Emma Cayley, Head of the School of Languages, Cultures and Societies at the University of Leeds, 

and working together with the Arts and Humanities Outreach Team. 
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Online Resource for Polish Language Learning 

The Polish Embassy in London has launched a dedicated online platform to support the teaching 

and learning of Polish as a foreign language in the UK. This initiative aims to provide students, 

parents, and educators with comprehensive resources, guidance, and support in formal Polish 

language education. 

 

🌟 What’s Available? 

 

Guides for A-level and GCSE Polish 

Whether you’re a student preparing for exams or a parent looking for guidance, these resources 

offer detailed information on exam structures, requirements, and preparation tips: 

📌 A-level Polish Guide 

📌 GCSE Polish Guide 

 

Map of Supplementary Schools 

A directory of Polish supplementary schools across the UK, helping families find institutions that 

teach Polish language and culture: 

📌 Polish Schools in the UK 

 

Promotional Materials for Formal Examinations 

A collection of resources aimed at encouraging students to pursue Polish language qualifications, 

highlighting their benefits for future education and career prospects: 

📌 Promotional Materials 

📢 New Resource: Polish GCSE Speaking Examiners in the UK 

The Polish Language Communication Centre in London (PLCCiL) has created a comprehensive list 

of Polish GCSE Speaking Examiners across the UK. This interactive map (link below) helps 

students, parents, and schools connect with qualified teachers willing to conduct Polish GCSE 

speaking exams. 📌 View the Map Here 👉 Polish GCSE Speaking Examiners in the UK 

For Schools and Examination Centres 

Please note that the verification of qualifications and any required training of examiners is the 

responsibility of the respective examination centres. 

Join the Network 

If you are a teacher interested in being added to the list, you can register here: 

📌 Register as a Polish GCSE Speaking Examiner 👉 Sign Up Here 

For further information or to join the examiner network, visit the PLCCiL website or 

contact plccil.office@gmail.com. 
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Multilingual Verses  

 
 

We all remember and love the verses we learnt as children from families and friends, 

wherever we are from. 

 

Share with us your children’s multilingual texts / verses / ‘nursery rhymes’ 

In 2025 we launched the FREE Twinkl / ALL resources around ‘nursery rhymes’ / lullabies / 

children’s verses in poetry and song for the Day of Languages in September.  

 

They will stay online for you here: 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-partnerships/association-for-language-learning-all-

partnerships  

In an associated, collaborative project ALL and Sheffield, City of Languages are inviting teachers 

with bi- / multilingual pupils in their classes to collect similar verses / texts in languages 

representing all of our communities. 

For each text we would welcome all, or any, of the following: 

·       A title and indication of language  

·       A short written version in the original language  

·       A version in English to help others understand 

·       An audio or video recording (lasting no more than 60-90 seconds) of a recitation of the text, 

ideally featuring children’s voices 

This project encourages intergenerational learning, with family members helping children learn 

how to perform and write the texts. 

  

The resources will be posted on this webpage 

https://sites.google.com/sheffield.ac.uk/multilingual-verses/home  

 as an anthology for other children, classes and teachers to enjoy and learn from. 

The invitation is ongoing and will have regular deadlines until at least 2027 

The first deadline is half-term - 20 October    

Submission details: https://tinyurl.com/MultilingualVerses 

Contact: Dr Sabine Little - s.little@sheffield.ac.uk  

  

We also encourage teachers also to store any audio / video recordings for recycling in the next 

edition of #CelebrateSpeaking, an event operated by the British Council, NCLE and ALL every 

Spring online. You can view details and recordings of previous gala events of #Celebrate Speaking 

on this page: 

https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/languages/celebrate-speaking 
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Language Learning Journal – Special Edition 

Bringing together a range of newly commissioned contributions from leading researchers and 

practitioners in the field, this Special Collection contributes to the debate on language education 

across the school curriculum in the context of the 2025 Curriculum and Assessment Review in 

England. Articles cover a wide range of topics prompted by the Review although close attention 

has been paid to ensure the transferability of issues discussed beyond the National Curriculum for 

England. 

Articles of particular interest for HHCL are: 

A Multilingual ladder - Neil Kenny  

Home, heritage and community language learning: a distinct path of cultural sustainability – Li Wei 

These articles are currently Open Access:. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rllj20/collections/Language_Educ_in_the_Curric  

Queen’s University Belfast – University Admissions and A Levels in HHCL 

 

A group of researchers at Queen’s University Belfast have developed a toolkit to support best 

practice in the treatment of HHCL A Levels in university admissions processes. At present, 

admissions policies vary widely, with many universities not accepting HHCL A Levels as part of an 

applicant’s offer for undergraduate study. 

 

The toolkit helps admissions teams to evaluate their current policies, including their transparency 

and visibility, and to adopt best practice guidance informed by academic research. The team is 

currently piloting the toolkit, with the aim of launching it across all universities in Spring 2026. 

 

For more information about the pilot or the project, please contact Emma Humphries 

at e.humphries@qub.ac.uk  
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS  
Advances in digital technology in recent years have made it easier to keep abreast of 
developments in heritage language education worldwide as the next few items show. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HL Global Think Tank and FOHLC Europe – have joined forces! 

 
hƩps://heritagelanguageblog.blogspot.com/2025/10/perspecƟves-on-heritage-language.html  
 

The Heritage Language Global Think Tank and the Forum of Heritage Language Coalitions in Europe 

(FOHLC) have joined together creating the go to place for information about heritage language 

education. Together they support the maintenance, development and promotion of heritage 

language education across the globe.  

 

Heritage Language Global Think Tank 

 

A group of passionate professionals from across the world involved in heritage language 

education, who come together regularly to generate ideas about how to improve the recognition, 

visibility, vitality, quality, and sustainability of Community-Based Heritage Language (CBHL) 

educational programs worldwide.  

 

https://www.hlenet.org/thinktank  

 

 

Forum of Heritage Language Coalitions in Europe 

 

Forum of Heritage Language Coalitions in Europe (FOHLC Europe) is a collaboration between several 

organisations involved with heritage language education in Europe. We use this platform to share 

FOHLC’s news as well as post about recent developments and ongoing projects happening locally 

and internationally. 

 

https://www.hlenet.org/fohlc-europe 

 

The HL Global Think Tank formed just a few years ago but had not yet created an outlet for sharing 

its discussions or updates. From now on, this joint blog will bring together stories and reflections 

from both FOHLC Europe and the Think Tank — connecting people and programs from across 

Europe, North America, Australia, and beyond.  

 

If you want to post your story of participating in/running a heritage language programme or of 

organising/attending relevant events in any geographical location across Europe and the globe. 

Please contact the team to have your text/video/collage published on the blog.  

 

Email: fohlceurope@gmail.com 
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Your content is welcome for this newsletter! Please contact the co-editors on behalf of HHCL 

Advisory Group with short, newsy articles for the next edition! 

 

 

Co-editors on behalf of HHCL Advisory Group 

 

Steven Fawkes steven.fawkes@gmail.com 

Clare Allison  clare.allison@ucl.ac.uk  

Your Language Counts 

 
Launched in 2024, this is an EU funded project to promote heritage language education across 

Europe. ‘Our vision includes the development, testing, and implementation of a Heritage Language 

Education model, launching in six schools and focusing on the lower secondary years (students 

aged 12-16) in Finland, the Netherlands, and Sweden. The targeted languages include Arabic, 

Farsi, Russian, Somali, Turkish, Ukrainian, or any other language spoken by students at home’. 

 
Register Now for the Your Language Counts Conference – University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany  
22-23 January 2026 
 
YLC: RegistraƟon (uni-due.de)  
 

Introductory video 

Project website 

 
 

Languages Matter: Global Guidance on Multilingual Education UNESCO Guide (2025) 

 
This UNESCO guide presents up-to-date principles for language-in-education policies that 

recognize multilingualism as both a fundamental human characteristic and an essential educational 

approach. 

 

Sidney Institute for Community Languages Education (SICLE) 

 
SICLE website: SICLE Website  
 
SICLE newsletter: SICLE Newsletter  

International and Heritage Languages Association (ILHA) (Canada) 
 

 
ILHA website: IHLA Website  


