The Year of the Horse — Momentum in the Classroom
The Horse as a Linguistic Catalyst

In our classrooms, the horse (Ma) is more than a zodiac symbol; it serves
as a gateway to understanding the evolution of the Chinese script and the
nuances of idiomatic language. I suggest leveraging the Horse’s specific

attributes to revitalize student engagement this term:

® Evolution of the Glyph: For students at the start of their journey, the
character [ provides a perfect case study in how pictographs evolved

into the modern script. Tracing these lines helps demystify the writing
system.

® Idiomatic Vitality: The phrase FEMSAE#H (Long ma jing shén)—the

spirit of the dragon and horse—is an excellent cultural touchstone. It

encourages students to approach their studies with vigor and resilience.

® The Goal of Progress: We often see students hit a "plateau." The
idiom S5 2K (M4 dao chéng gong), meaning "instant success,"

allows for a deeper discussion on the Chinese value of taking decisive

action and maintaining the stamina required to reach proficiency.

Connecting Traditions to Modern Practice

While the Lunar New Year has its roots in ancient customs, it 1S now a
globally celebrated event that allows students to see the language as part of
a living, breathing world. We can use this festival to highlight a variety of

perspectives:



® The Reunion (Tuanyuan): Comparing the Reunion Dinner (4F-#Z )

customs across different regions—from the dumplings of the north to
the rice cakes (Niangao) of the south—helps students appreciate the

geographic and cultural breadth of Chinese-speaking communities.

® Cultural Literacy: Analyzing the calligraphy of Spring Couplets
(Chuinlian) or the social etiquette of Red Envelopes (Hongbao) helps
students develop the cultural "fluency" needed to navigate social

values that transcend borders.

A Shared Journey

The Horse is a creature of "great strides," and as educators, we are all

familiar with the effort it takes to help students navigate the vast landscape
of a new language. This year, the Horse’s energy serves as a reminder for
us to continue finding dynamic ways to bring these stories to life in our

classrooms.

May this Year of the Horse bring you and your students the stamina and

spirit to reach new heights.
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