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AIMS OF  THE SESSION

• Exploring the reality of  being a student of  a foreign language in school

• Understanding the concept of language anxiety 

• What we mean creativity and authenticity from the perspective of  the Creativity in MFL 

• Examples in practice with students' testimonies



What is it like to be a 
student/pupil/language learner in your 

classroom?

cc: Gwenaël Piaser - https:/ /www.flickr.com /photos/ 22841923@N02



DID YOU KNOW? 

• Foreign language anxiety is real.

• Xenoglossophobia is the feeling of  unease, worry, nervousness and apprehension experienced 

in learning or using a second of  foreign language.

• May stem from fear of  using the productive skills; speaking and writing, or receptive skills; 

reading and listening.



LANGUAGE 

CLASSROOM 

ANXIETY 



LANGUAGE CLASSROOM ANXIETY 

• Speaking aloud in front of  others

• Stuttering

• Inability to read a text aloud – skipping words

• Self-harm – pinching, squeezing, scratching, picking, hair pulling

• Getting the sound spelling links wrong

• Heightened fear causes amygdala to kick in and often results L1 pronunciation

• Incorrect intonation

• Inability to project voice



LANGUAGE CLASSROOM ANXIETY 

Image thanks to Reach. 

https://reach.scot/what-is-asl/all-about-asl/all-about-asl-anxiety/


SO, WHAT CAN WE 

DO ABOUT THIS? 



HOW DO CREATIVITY AND 
AUTHENTICITY MERGE IN THE 
MFL CLASSROOM?

‘A stretch of real language, produced by a real speaker or 

writer for a real audience and designed to convey a real 

message of some sort’ (Gilmore 2007 – Morrow 1977 p98) Bring diversity and inclusion in their classroom 
moving away from a Eurocentric approach to 
language and culture as often presented in pre-
made resources and textbooks (Ryland 2023).



THE PROBLEM WITH AUTHENTIC RESOURCES 

AND CREATIVITY IN PRACTICE...



WHAT STUDENTS FROM  THE ALL SIG 

ON CREATIVITY TELL US (2024-2025):

1. They like to feel they are good at it ( small wins)

2. They see a purpose and relevance

3. They connect with the cultural input ( music, media...)

Top 3 most engaging to remember 

more: 

1. Games where they can create

2. Songs 

3. Chorus repetitions

4. Online platforms

5. Films/ movies/ series 



EXAMPLES IN PRACTICE

• Student-produced short films in the target language

• Digital pen-pal exchanges with partner schools

• Creative retellings of cultural stories

• Mini-documentaries on cultural themes

• Music, rap, or poetry in the target language

• Cultural artefact projects (menus, posters, festival 

guides)

• Lived (daily routines, youth culture, humour)

• Diverse and global (not just 

Paris/Madrid/Berlin)

• Critical (challenging stereotypes)

• Comparative (UK  target culture)

• Student-led (research, inquiry, presentations)



ASSESSMENTS IN THE NEW LANDSCAPE

• Podcast episode on a cultural theme

• Photo essay with captions in the target 

language

• Short story incorporating cultural references

• Role-play based on real-world scenarios

• Mini-exhibition of  cultural artefacts

• Collaborative class magazine

• Blog writing - story boards



IN A SCHEME OF LEARNING...

• Week 1–2: Cultural exploration

• Week 3–4: Language input + creative 

modelling

• Week 5–6: Creative project development

• Week 7: Authentic assessment – production 

of language in a creative form

• Week 8: Reflection + cultural comparison 



YEAR 9 CULTURE AND CREATIVITY



EXAMPLE FROM 
FRANCE - ENGLISH AS 
A FOREIGN LANGUAGE) 
FANNY HORY – 
TEACHER OF ENGLISH, 
FRANCE 



LEARNING BY DOING



THE BOX

BEN’S DIARYTHE CHARACTERS

ONE OF GRANNY’S 

ADVENTURES

GRANNY’S LETTER 

TO BEN

idea: la Bande à Baudelaire

A CREATIVE BOOK REVIEW



HOW TO EVALUATE THE TASK

Language

THE BOX



WHAT STUDENTS REMEMBER

Héloise

Océane

"We are working while having

fun"

" I’m a very nervous student.

It helps me settle down in 

class » "We can memorise

the story more 

easily"

Aline



THANK  YOU FOR 

LISTENING AND 

COMING  TO THIS 

SESSION,

ANY QUESTIONS?


	Slide 1: Building  time for creative tasks  to reduce language anxiety
	Slide 2: Aims of  The session
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Did you know? 
	Slide 5: Language classroom anxiety  
	Slide 6: Language classroom anxiety  
	Slide 7: Language classroom anxiety  
	Slide 8: So, what can we do about this? 
	Slide 9: How do creativity and authenticity merge in the MFL classroom?
	Slide 10: The problem with authentic resources and creativity in practice...
	Slide 11: What students from  the ALL SIG  on creativity tell us (2024-2025): 
	Slide 12: Examples in practice
	Slide 13: Assessments in the new landscape
	Slide 14: In a scheme of learning...
	Slide 15: Year 9 culture and creativity
	Slide 16: Example from FRance - english as a foreign language) Fanny hory – Teacher of ENglish, France 
	Slide 19: LEARNING BY DOING
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: HOW TO EVALUATE THE TASK
	Slide 22: WHAT STUDENTS REMEMBER
	Slide 23: Thank  you for Listening and Coming  to this session,  Any Questions?

