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AIMS OF THE SESSION

• Exploring the reality of  being a student of  a languages classroom in school

• Exploring the potentials for multilingualism in the Welsh Integrated curriculum

• What we mean creativity and authenticity from the perspective of  the Creativity in MFL 

• Examples in practice with students' testimonies

• How to join the Creativity in MFL Group





WHAT ARE  THE 
CHALLENGES 
FOR YOUR 
LEARNERS
TO GET  THAT VIBE?



WHAT ARE 

WE MISSING?

• Knowledge Rich /exam content

• Explicit instruction

• Short Term memory

• Long term memory

• Motivation?



WHAT STUDENTS FROM  THE ALL SIG 

ON CREATIVITY TELL US (2024-2025):

1. They like to feel they are good at it ( small wins)

2. They see a purpose and relevance

3. They connect with the cultural input ( music, media...)

Top 3 most engaging to remember 

more: 

1. Games where they can create

2. Songs 

3. Chorus repetitions

4. Online platforms

5. Films/ movies/ series 



SPECIAL INTEREST 

GROUP FOR 

CREATIVITY IN MFL
What we have learned:

• This fills a gap

• Teachers are extremely enthused by the opportunity to discuss 

this topic

• There is divergence when it comes to definitions of  'creativity'. 

Teacher or learner creativity, or both? Using creative texts or 

being creative with language?

>> we need to define 'creativity' and distinguish from 'authenticity'

• AI-generated artefacts (esp. songs) are complicating a 

shared understanding of  'authenticity'

• Creativity is often perceived to be in conflict with a knowledge-

rich curriculum

• The main reason we hear for limiting creativity is a  

standardised curriculum



HOW DO CREATIVITY AND 
AUTHENTICITY MERGE IN THE 
MFL CLASSROOM?

‘A stretch of real language, produced by a real speaker or 

writer for a real audience and designed to convey a real 

message of some sort’ (Gilmore 2007 – Morrow 1977 p98) Bring diversity and inclusion in their classroom 
moving away from a Eurocentric approach to 
language and culture as often presented in pre-
made resources and textbooks (Ryland 2023).



THE PROBLEM WITH AUTHENTIC RESOURCES 

AND CREATIVITY IN PRACTICE...



WHAT STUDENT VOICE SAY IS NOT HELPFUL:

• Reading our power point at them

• Talking too much

• Grammar without context

• Vocabulary without context

• Being corrected all the times

• feeling they never improve

• Talking about GCSE in year 7

• Exam pressures/ assessments

Young people and work: interim report - 

GOV.UK (Milburn Report: Department of  Work 

and Pensions, 2026) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-people-and-work-interim-report/young-people-and-work-interim-report#chapter-2-in-their-own-words
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-people-and-work-interim-report/young-people-and-work-interim-report#chapter-2-in-their-own-words
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-people-and-work-interim-report/young-people-and-work-interim-report#chapter-2-in-their-own-words


INSIGHTS FROM OUR FOCUS GROUP: 

OPPORTUNITIES



OPPORTUNITIES FOR CREATIVITY & 

AUTHENTICITY



PROMISING DEVELOPMENTS IN 

THE NEW CURRICULUM FOR WALES

Languages connect us (multiligualism as an asset)

Understanding languages is key to understanding 

the world around us

Expressing ourselves through languages is key to 

communication

Literature fires the imagination



LEARNING FROM INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE

AMERICAN STANDARDS

IGCSE 

Our choice of texts

Our choice of songs

Our choice of poetry and literature

Intergrate with real world problems...



SCHEME OF WORK APPROACH
STEPHEN SPENDER TRUST: YOUNG CREATIVE TRANSLATORS

15

Multilingual River Habitat (Decode)

Pupils draw a river landscape with plants, animals 

(including birds), other features, and labels, including 

words in other languages.

Mood: Predicting vocabulary (Decode)

Pupils focus on one page spread, and think about the 

mood and what words might come up in the text for 

that page.

Write a short story (Create)

Pet rescue: Your pet is stuck – it’s time to rush to the

rescue! But there is a danger – how do you

overcome it? 



EUROVISION AND LINGUISTICS APPROACH IN 

THE CURRICULUM

- It is always on TV the week before May half  term – easy to plan in the Schemes of  Learning ;)

- Lesson 1 introduce the countries with a quiz  (flags, capital cities, maps, cultural facts...)

- Introduce the tradition and why it is so popular in Europe (Padlet)

 Lesson 2  Introduce 3 artists from the entries using the webpage

 (reading in groups / comprehension questions/ translation)

 Play the 3 songs ( choose one in original languages)

 Print the lyrics in target language and English

- Lesson 3 post Final...

  Students discuss their favourite songs and why – make a poster research on their favourite artist in TL

EAL students can create resources and help present their language/ heritage through the artists and songs...



• Trouve le vocabulaire dans le 

texte: famous / well-known

• voice

• stage presence

• songs

• music scene

• new generation

Biographie de Dara

DARA est l’une des artistes pop les plus reconnues de son pays: 

La bulgarie. Elle façonne l’image de la pop bulgare 

contemporaine grâce à sa voix unique, sa présence scénique 

affirmée et son audace à mêler les genres sans retenue.

DARA repousse constamment les frontières de la musique 

bulgare et est surtout connue pour ses plus grands succès 

Thunder, Call Me et Mr. Rover, qui ont dominé les classements 

pendant plusieurs semaines. En plus d’avoir obtenu plusieurs 

titres numéro un dans le classement officiel bulgare de diffusion 

radio, DARA s’est imposée comme une figure majeure de la 

scène musicale balkanique moderne. Alors que ses chansons et 

ses clips cumulent plus de 80 millions d’écoutes et de vues sur 

YouTube, DARA a également contribué à former une nouvelle 

génération d’artistes en tant que coach dans Гласът на 

България  Glasat na Bulgaria - en 2021 et 2022.

• Who is DARA and what type of  music does she perform?

• What makes her stand out in Bulgarian pop music?

• Name two of  her most popular songs mentioned in the text.

• How has DARA contributed to helping other musicians?

• What evidence in the text shows that she is successful 

internationally?



Quand tout s’illumine Dans tout Paris, 

Que les rues se vident, je reste ici J’ai 

cherché ton amour Dans tous les 

faubourgs Je chante tous les jours 

Regarde-moi, regarde-toi C’est ça 

l’amour, ça te foudroie Regarde-moi, 

regarde-toi C’est ça l’amour Tu ne seras 

jamais perdu Allez viens, je peux 

t’emmener Là où c’est fort, fort de s’aimer 

Allez viens, tu n’es pas fou Dans ma 

poitrine, tu rythmes mon pouls Allez 

viens sous la pluie battante Je dirai aux 

gens qu’il est présent Je dirai aux femmes, 

aux hommes, aux enfants Je dirai au 

monde dans chaque chanson J’ai cherché 

ton amour Dans tous les faubourgs Je 

chante tous les jours Regarde-moi, 

regarde-toi C’est ça l’amour, ça te 

foudroie Regarde-moi, regarde-toi C’est 

ça l’amour Tu ne seras jamais perdu. 

C’est ça l’amour Chuuuuut Il est partout 

Chuuuuut Il est là, là, là ! Haaaaaa (Ah, 

ah, ah, ah) Regarde-moi, regarde-toi C’est 

ça l’amour, ça te foudroie Regarde-moi.

underline all the conjugated verbs in the lyrics, 

then match them to these infinitives. Annotat the 

tense before you translate

s’illuminer – to light up / to become bright

se vider – to empty 

rester – to stay chercher –

to look for / to search for 

chanter – to sing

regarder – to look / to watch 

être – to be 

foudroyer – to strike (like lightning) 

être perdu – to be lost 

venir – to come

emmener – to take / to lead 

aimer – to love 

être fou – to be crazy 

rythmer – to set the rhythm / to beat dire – to 

say / to tell

être présent – to be present / to be here former 

– to form / to shape

dire au monde – to tell the world 

être partout – to be everywher



Linguistic task:

• Give students the Danish lyrics only (left 

column).

• Ask them to underline or highlight any 

English words they recognise.
• Compare their findings with the English 

translation in glossaries

• Discuss meanings and reasons for using 

English in Danish pop culture.

• Why would the singer use English words in 
his song?

• What impact may it have on the listener?

Find the English for:

Body  - krop

Heart - hjerte

Tongue - tunge

Night - nat

Flames -flammer

Smoke - røg

Eyes - øjne

Home – hjem

What do you notice?



STANDARDISING CREATIVITY & 

AUTHENTICITY



MEANINGFUL AND SYSTEMATIC CREATIVE AND 

AUTHENTIC TASKS IN LESSONS
What makes creative and 

authentic tasks meaningful 

rather than ad hoc?

How can this be 

systematised in a 

standardised curriculum?



CREATIVE, AUTHENTIC RESOURCES 

TAGGED WITH CURRICULUM THEMES 

AND GRAMMAR
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IN A SCHEME OF LEARNING...

• Week 1–2: Cultural exploration

• Week 3–4: Language input + creative 

modelling

• Week 5–6: Creative project development

• Week 7: Authentic assessment – production 

of language in a creative form

• Week 8: Reflection + cultural comparison 



LEARNING BY DOING – Fanny Hory teacher of English as a 

Foreign Language – Paris 



THE IDEA



THE BOX

BEN’S DIARYTHE CHARACTERS

ONE OF GRANNY’S 

ADVENTURES

GRANNY’S LETTER 

TO BEN

idea: la Bande à Baudelaire

A CREATIVE BOOK REVIEW



HOW TO EVALUATE THE TASK

Language

THE BOX



WHAT STUDENTS REMEMBER

Héloise

Océane

"We are working while having

fun"

" I’m a very nervous student.

It helps me settle down in 

class » "We can memorise

the story more 

easily"

Aline



AN ALTERNATIVE TO AN END OF UNIT ASSESSMENT FOR YEAR 7

STUDENTS ARE GIVEN THE TASK IN ADVANCE TO MEMORISE AND RESEARCH 

WORDS THEY WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE

Creamos un personaje para un cuento

• ¡Usa tu imaginación para inventar un personaje único!

Tu tarea

• Crea un personaje para un cuento infantil o una novela gráfica.

• Describe su apariencia, personalidad, poderes especiales (si los tiene) y un sueño o deseo que impulsa su historia.

• Incluye:

• Descripción física pelo, ojos, altura, rasgos especiales Ej.: Tiene el pelo largo y azul. Tiene los ojos dorados y una cicatriz mágica.

• Personalidad valiente, tímido, misterioso, divertido… Ej.: Es muy valiente pero un poco despistado.

• Conectores y, pero, también

• Intensificadores muy, bastante, un poco

• Un deseo o sueño Me gustaría tener… / Me gustaría ser… Ej.: Le gustaría tener alas para explorar otros mundos.



CREATIVE ASSESSMENTS

N. Fletcher – Priory Academy 



YEAR 7 FRENCH

VERSIONS



ASSESSMENTS IN THE NEW LANDSCAPE

• Podcast episode on a cultural theme

• Photo essay with captions in the target 

language

• Short story incorporating cultural references

• Role-play based on real-world scenarios

• Mini-exhibition of  cultural artefacts

• Collaborative class magazine

• Blog writing - story boards



EXAMPLES IN PRACTICE

• Student-produced short films in the target language

• Digital pen-pal exchanges with partner schools

• Creative retellings of cultural stories

• Mini-documentaries on cultural themes

• Music, rap, or poetry in the target language

• Cultural artefact projects (menus, posters, festival 

guides)

• Lived (daily routines, youth culture, humour)

• Diverse and global (not just 

Paris/Madrid/Berlin)

• Critical (challenging stereotypes)

• Comparative (UK  target culture)

• Student-led (research, inquiry, presentations)





IMAGES



USING FILMS AS LISTENING STIMULI





USING FILMS AS LISTENING STIMULUS







USING VIDEOS 
AND BRING REAL 
WORLD ISSUES 
TO USE  THE 
LANGUAGE 
AUTHENTICALLY



USING LITERATURE  AS A STIMULUS







CREATIVE TRANSLATIONS



THE POWER OF MUSIC

• Using music to engage and relax

• By themes and ability

• Suno | AI Music

• Text to Speech | ElevenLabs

• Create easy content

• Get students to create lyrics using sentence 

builders or prior learning

• Get students to use AI tools to create content

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j21GxVywu-3bA-ThbkDzHMvG2AayU_nzjkZVzwEI5ug/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j21GxVywu-3bA-ThbkDzHMvG2AayU_nzjkZVzwEI5ug/edit?usp=sharing
https://suno.com/discover?wpsrc=BingAds&wpcid=570697586&wpscid=1185275551522988&wpcrid=&wpkwid=kwd-74080176623614%3Aloc-188&wpkwn=suno+music+ai&wpkmatch=e&wpsnetn=o&msclkid=a1323bee52b71fb807db520143fb21e6&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=MAD_PR_Search_Web_Brand_Subscribe_Volume_Core_INT_TOP-Eng_NA&utm_term=suno+music+ai&utm_content=Brand_Phrase
https://suno.com/discover?wpsrc=BingAds&wpcid=570697586&wpscid=1185275551522988&wpcrid=&wpkwid=kwd-74080176623614%3Aloc-188&wpkwn=suno+music+ai&wpkmatch=e&wpsnetn=o&msclkid=a1323bee52b71fb807db520143fb21e6&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=MAD_PR_Search_Web_Brand_Subscribe_Volume_Core_INT_TOP-Eng_NA&utm_term=suno+music+ai&utm_content=Brand_Phrase
https://elevenlabs.io/app/speech-synthesis/text-to-speech
https://elevenlabs.io/app/speech-synthesis/text-to-speech
https://elevenlabs.io/app/speech-synthesis/text-to-speech


Listening ( yr9)

Quand j’…… 10 ans, je ………. mon 
anniversaire chez moi avec ma famille et 

mes amis. C’…….. vraiment spécial 

parce qu’il y ……… beaucoup de 
nourriture et de musique. Je …….. à des 

jeux et je ………….. des cadeaux, ce qui 

me ………. très heureux. En général, je 
……………. toujours une excellente 

journée.

Ecoutez la musique :  

écrivez les mots 

manquants 



Correction

Quand j’           10 ans, je mon anniversaire chez moi avec ma 
famille et mes amis. C’ vraiment spécial parce qu’il y 

beaucoup de nourriture et de musique. Je      à des jeux 

et je                    des cadeaux, ce qui me              très heureux. 
En général, je toujours une excellente journée.

avais      
était

rendait

jouais

recevais

avait

passais



GCSE – KS4 CULTURE AND CREATIVITY



A-LEVEL AND IB

• Starters: use key words in sentence on a previous topic.

• Weekly presentations made by students for students

• Weekly discussion on articles/ press with debate and 

discussions

• Authentic resources every lesson

• Anthea Bell and Translation Exchange and Stephen 

Spender Trust resources integration

• Integration of  the Common European Framework for 

Language Learning with A-Level teaching (DELF, 

DELE...)



BUILDING CAPACITY FOR  THE FUTURE

Social skills and collaboration:

1. Researching  with peers

2. Presenting to peers

3. Creating or building content with peers

    (on paper or multimedia)

4.   Debating real life matters in target language

   (accepting other people's views)

5.   Performing in front of  others

6.   Problem solving with others



PADLET OF RESOURCES



JOIN OUR CREATIVITY IN MFL HERE:



• Looking at your Schemes of  Learning, ask 
Where is the creativity in that?'

• Where are the opportunities for bringing 
joyful creativity, authenticity and culture in 
your lessons?

• Where is your teacher agency to focus 
learning on the process rather the finished 
product?



REFERENCES AND IDEAS FOR CREATIVE LINGUISTIC 

MINDS

• The GCHQ National Language Competition - Sample Challenges - GCHQ.GOV.UK

• Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators - The Queen's College, Oxford

• Stephen Spender Prize – Stephen Spender Trust

• French Pop Video Competition - Institut Français · Royaume-Uni

• Debating Competition - Goethe-Institut United Kingdom

• ALL Calligrammes competition 2026 Ages 7-9 Ages 9-11 North East National competition and here

• Mother Tongue Other Tongue Celebration 2026 Digital Anthology

• Poésíæ Ages 7-18, Global project – 'where language speaks, where art breathe, where creativity clicks'

https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ALL-Primary-Calligram-celebration.pdf
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ALL-Primary-Calligram-celebration.pdf
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/Xjwspi3QR_-8Z-VJ9dw12A/4hNIiw13RxuvUNHemQ7QNw
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/Xjwspi3QR_-8Z-VJ9dw12A/4hNIiw13RxuvUNHemQ7QNw
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/Xjwspi3QR_-8Z-VJ9dw12A/4hNIiw13RxuvUNHemQ7QNw
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/lXNOoar5SUO9NilfCnV8ig/_QduVGc7Tym1ER2InFvgIQ
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/lXNOoar5SUO9NilfCnV8ig/_QduVGc7Tym1ER2InFvgIQ
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/lXNOoar5SUO9NilfCnV8ig/_QduVGc7Tym1ER2InFvgIQ
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/_ghK4KmrRJ6VLEIfDxEyQw/60TEgAj_QbWJlUnDN5Ie7Q
https://read.bookcreator.com/5S1C2SwE7fQVulScBfF0igGECsh2/XShmOxhJQMScYLZqApZZag/Q0EjaxtoRSqCbDzWH7DxvA
https://read.bookcreator.com/aPFdJwL6yBQL1EtOM2cNOfHB3nD3/HQy-Q2PiS_uV_DY_fFE4XQ
https://read.bookcreator.com/aPFdJwL6yBQL1EtOM2cNOfHB3nD3/HQy-Q2PiS_uV_DY_fFE4XQ
https://www.poesiae.com/
https://www.poesiae.com/
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