






Curriculum Connect: GCSE and A Level Creativity and Authenticity 
in the Classroom



What hooked 
you into 

languages 
when you 

were young?



Special Interest Group 
for Creativity in MFL

What we have learned:

• This fills a gap

• Teachers are extremely enthused by the opportunity to discuss 
this topic

• There is divergence when it comes to definitions of 'creativity'. 
Teacher or learner creativity, or both? Using creative texts or 
being creative with language?

>> we need to define 'creativity' and distinguish from 'authenticity'

• AI-generated artefacts (esp. songs) are complicating a 
shared understanding of 'authenticity'

• Creativity is often perceived to be in conflict with a knowledge-
rich curriculum

• It can be challenge to incorporate creativity into a standardised 
curriculum



Why are we talking about creativity and 
authenticity in MFL right now?

• Knowledge Rich Curriculum (2010) 
• Ofsted MFL Curriculum Review (2021)
• Progress 8 measures
• New GCSE reforms for MFL (first teaching 2024) 
• New MFL Influencers
• Conditions of language uptake in the UK 
• Curriculum and Assessment review 2025



"Authenticity" and "Creativity"

"a stretch of real language, produced by a real speaker or writer for a real audience 
and designed to convey a real message of some sort" (Morrow, 1977)

"the use of skill and imagination to produce something new [or a work of art]" (OED)

Creative competencies:

o exploring the imagination by generating new ideas and content
o constructive curiosity
o open–mindedness, flexibility and lateral thinking
o problem–solving

(Collard, 2016)



Context and purpose of the SIG



Context and purpose of the SIG

Explicit priorities in recent guidance:
- Three pillars: phonics, vocabulary, 

grammar
- High frequency vocabulary

Reduced curriculum time

Risk of squeezing out authentic 
material and creative skills



Our big question
Explicit priorities in recent guidance:

- Three pillars: phonics, vocabulary, 
grammar

- High frequency vocabulary

Reduced curriculum time

Risk of squeezing out authentic 
material and creative skills

Is it possible to teach the three 
pillars through pupils' creative 
engagement with authentic 
material?



Why do authenticity & 
creativity matter?



Evidence of the need for creativity 
and authenticity



competence – relevance – culture 
What students say

They feel they can do 
it – that they are 

good at it

They see a purpose / 
relevance

They connect with 
culture (Music, trips, 

visits, real life 
engagement...)

Source: Languages for All roundtable (2025)
Kings College London Year 12 voice



What Key Stage
3 students 
tell us: 

Top 3 most engaging ways to learn 
more and remember more: 

1. Games where they can create
2. Songs 
3. Chorus repetitions
4. Online platforms
5. Films, TV series 

93 responses year 7, 8 and 9 (2025)



Ryan & Deci (2020)



Barriers to 
creativity and 

authenticity 



Barriers to creativity & authenticity
Barriers to creativity and authenticity according to our SIG members (2025)

• Barriers linked to workload or subject 
expertise

• Barriers linked to exams and curriculum 
pressures

• Barriers linked with school systems 
or policies



Insights from our focus group: opportunities



An alternative: Bring a creative touch to the 
same task
Creamos un personaje para un cuento
• ¡Usa tu imaginación para inventar un personaje único!
Tu tarea
• Crea un personaje para un cuento infantil o una novela gráfica.
• Describe su apariencia, personalidad, poderes especiales (si los tiene) y un sueño o 

deseo que impulsa su historia.
• Incluye:
• Descripción física pelo, ojos, altura, rasgos especiales Ej.: Tiene el pelo largo y azul. Tiene 

los ojos dorados y una cicatriz mágica.
• Personalidad valiente, tímido, misterioso, divertido… Ej.: Es muy valiente pero un poco 

despistado.
• Conectores y, pero, también
• Intensificadores muy, bastante, un poco
• Un deseo o sueño Me gustaría tener… / Me gustaría ser… Ej.: Le gustaría tener alas para 

explorar otros mundos.



Instructions – year 9

Brochure touristique: Découvrez 
notre région sur Canva!
Préparation dans le cahier:

- Ce que j'aime ici
- Une sortie en famille
- A ne pas manquer!

Venez nombreux! Plein d'activités 
à venir!

Peer assessment:
- 2 opinions + justification
- 2 actions in past tense with 

opinions in the NOUS form
- 2 verbs in the future tense
- 2-time references



Speaking alternatives...
Emmanuel Macron retourne au collège

Décris la photo
Pourquoi cette photo est bizarre?
Que pense la petite fille?



Reading out loud....

• Songs
• Poems
• Poetry live competition (St Mary's)
• Authentic texts



Creative assessments at KS3:



Opportunities for creativity & 
authenticity



Developments in the new 
Curriculum for Wales

Languages, Literacy and Communication: 
Introduction - Hwb

Statements of What Matters: “Literature fires the 
imagination and inspires creativity”

Holistic approach to delivering the ‘Four Purposes’

Anti-standardisation: teachers as curriculum designers

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/languages-literacy-and-communication/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/languages-literacy-and-communication/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/languages-literacy-and-communication/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/languages-literacy-and-communication/


Years 7, 8 & 9

27



Learning from International Schools
International Baccalaureate
American Standards
iGCSE 



Creativity in other countries: insight from our 
SIG members

Teachers in UAE created an app 
programmed in French for 
students to speak with 
authenticity to a robot.

Teachers in France and 
Europe presented their 
ideas of project-based 
learning around reading 
in target language, or 
cultural projects



LEARNING BY DOING – Fanny Hory teacher of English as a 

Foreign Language – Paris 



WHAT STUDENTS REMEMBER

Student 1

Student 2

"We are working while having

fun"

" I’m a very nervous student.

It helps me settle down in 

class »

"We can memorise

the story more 

easily"

Student 3



Standardising 
creativity & 
authenticity



Meaningful and systematic creative tasks in 
lessons

What makes creative tasks 
meaningful rather than ad 
hoc?

How can this be 
systematised in a 
standardised curriculum?



Scheme of Work approach
Stephen Spender Trust: Young Creative Translators

34

Multilingual River Habitat (Decode)
Pupils draw a river landscape with plants, animals 
(including birds), other features, and labels, 
including words in other languages.

Mood: Predicting vocabulary (Decode)
Pupils focus on one page spread, and think about the 
mood and what words might come up in the text for 
that page.

Write a short story (Create)
Pet rescue: Your pet is stuck – it’s time to rush to the
rescue! But there is a danger – how do you
overcome it? 



Creative, authentic resources tagged with 
AQA curriculum themes and grammar

35



Year 9 culture and creativity



2. Setting the scene for creativity in the MFL classroom- building on 
prior knowledge and positive routines with regular exposure to 
authentic materials (films, videos, songs and poems)

‘Ditching the textbook’ 
Starter activities can be used to retrieve prior learning and become an ‘awakening to the senses and a warming up of their ears and 
eyes to languages’ (p19)(Hazell 2020 p105)
Claro 2021 Language Show Conference



A-Level...

• Starters: use key words in sentence on a previous topic.

• Weekly presentations made by students for students

• Weekly discussion on articles/ press with debate and 
discussions

• Authentic resources every lesson

• Anthea Bell and Translation Exchange and Stephen 
Spender Trust resources integration

• Integration of the Common European Framework for 
Language Learning with A-Level teaching (DELF, DELE...)



3. Building resilience towards creativity 
in incidental use of target language

4. Scaffolding to enable accessibility 

and problem-solving skills

Credit I. Howarth, Ada Lovelace School



Padlet of resources



Looking at your Schemes of 
Learning

Where are the opportunities for 
bringing joyful creativity, 
authenticity and culture in your 
lessons?



References and ideas for creative linguistic 
mindet
• The GCHQ National Language Competition - Sample Challenges - 

GCHQ.GOV.UK
• Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators - The Queen's College, 

Oxford
• Stephen Spender Prize – Stephen Spender Trust
• French Pop Video Competition - Institut Français · Royaume-Uni
• Debating Competition - Goethe-Institut United Kingdom

https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/national-language-competition-sample-challenges
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/research-at-queens/translation-exchange/anthea-bell-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.institut-francais.org.uk/french-pop-video-competition/#/
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/spr/drm/dbt.html
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Curricula exploration

• A Guide to the New Curriculum for Wales - The Academic Coach
• Curriculum for Wales - Hwb
• Languages, Literacy and Communication: Introduction - Hwb
• DP curriculum - International Baccalaureate®
• National curriculum in England: languages programmes of study - 

GOV.UK
• An Ultimate Guide To The American Curriculum

https://theacademic-coach.co.uk/a-guide-to-the-new-curriculum-for-wales/?utm_source=copilot.com
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